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Scotland  says  Yes 


Historic  victory 
for  Labour,  SNP, 
Lib  Dem  alliance 


Buren  ■tacAiMU 
and  Lawrance  Donagan 


Scottish  voters 
marked  the  700th 
anniversary  of 
William  “Bravfr 
heart"  Wallace’s 
most  thmous  vic- 
tory by  voting  early  tod^  Ibr 
the  historic  return  of  their 
Parliament  to  Edinburgh. 

Pro-devolution  campai^- 
ers  cfd^rated  as  a dear  ma- 
jority was  reached  in  I2ie  ref- 
erendum on  Scotland’s 
foture. 

Pot  Labour,  the  result  was 
the  completion  cf  Jdm  Smith’s 
~unfinidiai  business”  die 
fate  leader’s  fiuhire  to  deliver 
devniirtion  in  &e  ref^endum 
debacle  in  1979. 

His  successor,  Tcmy  TOair, 
is  expected  to  visit  Scotland  j 
today  to  the  vi(^ry  as  ' 
fuinXmeut  -Of  -the  -(^vem- 
menfs  pledge  to  h^gin  a cru- 
sade to  tnodgminA  RrrHah 
constitatlon. .. 

The  Govermnenl  will  now 
push  ahead  with  a Scotland 
bill,  to  be  introduced  bdbre 
the  end  of  the  year,  with  eleor 
tions  to  a Scottish  Parliament 
in  1999  and  the  new  body 
cqpening  for  bosiiiess.  in 2000. 

. There  .were  .recriminations 


TilJ.  ee  A8t£T0  OOniftAM 

|^«BuroHe  MPjuTNeonrwt- 


in  the  mainly  Conservative 
No  camp,  who  conceded  de- 
feat  before  polling  had  dosed 
at  lOpm.  Brian  Uonteith, 
head  of  die  Think  Tadce  cam- 
paign, inafatarf  that  the  anti- 
devcilntiQn  camp  bad  won  the 
argument 

■ "But  today  people  have  de- 
cided to  vote  with  their  heart 
rather  than  ttiiwr  beads. ' I 
think  that  is  something  they 
may  come  to  regret  in  the 
ftttnre,"  he  said.: 

Slow  polling  ftariy  in  the 
day  created  ocmcem  amcaig 
pro^evtdotidnists-  but  calm 
was  restored  whra  it  picked 
in  the  evening.  Strategists 
In  the  pro-devolnti(xi  camp 
were  dis^ipaintsd  that  yes- 
terday's turnout  was  signifi- 
cantly down  on  the  general 
dectkm  turnout  ef  73  per 
cent.  "However,  thfa  vote  is 
pnnn^  to  gtup  the  partfampnt 
legitimacy.  It  is  good 
eDoogh,--one  sai(t 
The  referendum  adncided 
exactly  with  Wallace's  ibutr 
ing  of  the  Englteh 
surfing  Bridge  Hi  fiie  War  at 
Ihdependmice  M 1297;  Pe<^ 
were  asked  to  vote  on  two 
CToestiMms:  to  rc-cstabliah  the 
Scottish  Parliament,  whidh 
was. lost  in  the  1707  Union 
irtth  England;  and  whetho:  or 
not  .the  new  -parliament 
should  have  tax-varying 
powers.  . ' 

The  day  was  marred  by. 
r^Kifts  that  there  were  a 
numhgr  a£  polling  ixT^iilar 
ities,  particularly  in  the  na- 
ticnalist  stronghold  of  Poih 
and  Kinross.  Scotland’s  chief 
^wnwHnp  ofBcet,  Nefl.  -Iddh- 
tosh,  was  fbreed  to  intervene 
after  complaints  that  some 
returning  officers  were  whh^ 
holding  the  second ' ballot 
paper  Haaiing  with  the  tax 
question. 

’'There  were  isolated  Inci- 
dents but  we  are  not  teiMrig 
about  huge  numbers.  I think 
our  people  were  just  gemi- 
in^  ti^ng  to  be  htipfid,”  he 
said. 

The  zesuU  was  a vindica- 
tfon  for  the  crossuarty  an 


New  dawn . . . aneitiQlirtkmsilprpm'terfBeethe.SnnHteh  aaltimnw  tnilngerlftnlritig'BiWiilmfgih 


ance.cf  Labour,  the  Libeial 
Democrats  and  tiie  Scottish 
National  Party,  vOio  put  aside 
their  rivalry  tO.-campaign 
under  the  pro^volution 
Scotland  Fbrwardiimbrella. 

This  was  etiudal  difibr^ 
enoe  ftum  isra  .whai  splits 
within  and  between-lfae  par- 
ties created  eonfiBston  and 
doubts  that  i«x)ctiiced  <mly  a 
narrow  maico’My  ^lihvour  of 
devolution.  52.  per  cent 
against  48.  To  the  anguish  of 
many  pro-devolution  Scots, 


this  was  not  regarded  as  a suf- 
ficient enou^  mandate. 

A disappointed  Tam  Da- 
lyeH.  the  only  Labour  MP  to 
oppose  the  Government’s  pro- 
poials,  said  his  party  would 
*Tue  the  day"  it  entered  into  a 
united  frcMSt  with  the  Scottish 
Nationalists.  "I  think  the 
Slide  to  nationalism  and  an 
indi^eindeDt  win  be 

made  all  the  easier  by  what 
has  happened  over  the  course 
of  the  campaign." 

The  Idnlifhgow  MP  also 


gave  notice  that  his  opposi- 
tion to  the  Scottish  Parlia- 
ment win  onnHruift  “There  jg 
a very  good  case  for  having 
another  referendum  once  the 
Scotland  BUI  has  gone 
through  the  parliamentary 
process,"  he  said. 

Altbffligh  the  SNP  orga- 
nised a beer  fthainpagnB 
party  for  early  in  the  morn- 
ing; this  was  an  isolated  cele- 
bration. The  mood  in  Scot- 
land was  surprisingly 
subdued  throu^iout  the  day. 


with  little  emotion  w fervour 
accompanying  voting  or  even 
much  sign  of  party  workers 
out  on  the  streets. 

The  referendum  campaign 
in  1979  was  marked  by 
regional  disparities  that 
showed  up  the  extent  to 
which  the  home  rule  cam- 
paigners felled  to  mak^  their 
case.  A number  of  areas,  in- 
cluding Aberdeenshire,  the 
Borders,  Dumfries  and  Gallo- 
way and  Orkney  and  Shet- 
land voted  against. 


This  time  roimd  the  pro-de- 
volution campaign  got  off  to  a 
bad  start  when  the  Govern- 
ment was  pushed  on  to  the  de- 
fensive by  allegations  of 
sneeze  In  the  West  of  Scotland 
tii^red  by  the  death  of  the 
Paisley  South  MP  Gordon 


PHOTOGRAPH:  IAN  WALOIE 

McMaster.  The  pro-devolu- 
tion camp  was  also  forced  on 
to  the  defensive  by  persistent 
attacks  on  the  proposed  tax 
powers  bj’  leading  Scottish 
businessmen. 

Scotland  votes,  page  4 


IRA  hurts  spanner  in  peace  talks 


Unions  kick  up  stink  about  plan 
to  reduce  ‘bad  egg’  gas  smell 


Ifn  I il  )iipanc<e  lor  lelc-plioiic  ^ 


Problems  exist  with  Mitchell 
principles,  says  spokesman 


Mitchell  Principle!: 


JohnMuUiD 
Irelantl  rorroepfintltmt 

The  IRA  yesterday  placed 
am  obstade  on  tba  road 
to  seBct  we^s  aO-paity 
peace  taikS'-bn  Northeni 
lantfs  ftathre . when  it  said  it 

haat  problemB  with  the  Mib^ 
m principles  which  underpin 


It  said  it  would  reftosa  to  de- 

coanmission  aiiy  weapons  be- 
fore a ptdltical  settkment. 
Such'  a move  would  be  '^snr- 
reixlec",  thelRA  said. 

It.ez^citly  stated  its  oppo^ 
dtkm  to  the  principle  of  con- 
sent ttifhin  Nbrttiem  Ireland, 

aayingttwt  any  constitutional 
change' bad  to  be  badred  by  a 
majority  of  the  electorate  in 
the  whole  of  Ireland. 

The  British  government 
and  tifelrish  prime  minister, 
BOrtie  Abmi  were  ftzrious  at' 
the  stat^nent,  two  days  after 
Sinn  Fein,  the  IRA's  political 
voice,  stfned  up  to  the  six 
principles  to  win-its.ldace  at 
tbs  nflff-diatioBs.  There  were 


"Calls  for  Sinn  Fein  -to  be 
kicked  put  of  the  talks,  which 
start  oh  Moziday.' 

Unionists  and  the  loyalist 
fringe  parties  said  .the 

ramarfctt,.  in  till*  rapwWW»<m 

news'pape'r  An  [Phoblacht, 
proved  ftie  HIA  was  ready  to 
retoni  to  vloileiice  ffhs  atma 
were  fiiistxated.  They  said  it 
demonstrated  that  Sinn  Bsbi 
had  nav«  been  aeriolu  about - 
tbeAfitchdlprinctt!iIes,wfaidi , 
ocaaroit  gartidpants  to  .pin>  i 
sue  tteir  pdides  by  peaeeAil 
methods,  and  to  the  dlseriitta- 
nvmt  of  paramfljtary  organi- 
satioha.  The  Government 
wants  decommissioning  to 
b^in  dvDihg  the  talks. 

David  Ervme,  of  the  Pro- 
gressiva  IMioixiBt  Party,  ssid 
t2ie  $imi  Bein  preridait,  Geny 
Adams,  bad  “shafted"  George 
sateb^  -Cbe  foaaa  Dhited 
Statto  senator  lAo  is  duudng 
the  peace  talks.  Mr  Mltdiell  is 
to  ask  Mr  Adams- to 
flvpTiite  the  remarks;  which' 
camefttaiagoteqienflp'fig. 
the  11^  Jeadenhip  dqring  an 
interview.' 


..  » :-,j  -"vh  J 


Mr  Ervxoe  said  The  develop- 
ment put.severe  pressure  on 
Ulster  Unionist  moderates 
vriio  bdieved  the  party  should 
atomd  fee  telks.  The  party’s 
UO-strong  executive  meets 
tunorrow  to  strategy.' 

Its  leader;  David  Trimble, 
said:  “K  dmws  bow  timrot^ 
]y  djshonart  .an  this 

is.'  ‘Xeadixig  monbeis  of  the 
IRA  sign  up  to  the  Mitdiell 
principles  on  Tuesday  and 
tiiaii  attempt  to  wrig^  out 
frum  under  them  two  days 
later,  ft  won’t  wash."  " • 


In  fee  interview,  the  first 
since  the  second  IRA  cease- 
fire began  on  July  20,  the  IRA 
spoke^erson  said:  "The  ERA 
would  have  problems  with 
sections  of  fee  Mitchell  prin- 
ciples. But  then  the  IRA  is  not 
a participant  in  these  talks." 

nie  spokesperson  contin- 
ued: “Any  ftnngftnt  require- 
ment must  -be  defined  wfthin 
the  context  of  British  with- 
drawal and  encompass  an  fee 
peoE^  Of  Irdand . . . The  idea 

that  a niTWiwHy  gwum<tig  In 
Ireland,  situated  within  tiie 
Six  Counties,  ebould  have  a 
veto  over  the  political  pro- 
gress in  the  island  as  a whole 
is  MwatTiawiM  fo  republicans." 

The  spcikespeisan  went  on: 
*T  don’t  Hi<Tiir  anymie  ever 

realistiraTly  ewted  us  to 

agree  to  Ha<wiitTii«rfwr>ing 
aitte  of  a pnlkteal  cgH-Tomgnt  ** 

Decommissioning  would  be 

. ’Vantemftimt  •fro  qin-mndar".  ' 

While  Shm  Fein  ctmtinned 
Its  approach  distancing  it- 
sdf  frmn  the  IRA  while  dte 
fending  its  position,  the  Gov- 
ernment. made  clear  it 
believed  the  two  organise- 
turn  to  page  2,  colnsiB  6 

Under  end  letlTa,pege1g 
P^Bew,p40e13 


SeamasMIlne 
Labour  Editor 

IT  HAS  been  heralded  as  the 
first  company  "pong  plan’’, 
an  innovative  att^pt  to  ease 
the  burden  on  beleaguered 
gas  workers. 

But  unions  yesterday 
claimed  th^  could  smell  a rat 
In  gas  nnmpanv  Transco's  at- 
tempt  to  reduce  the  “bad 
e^s”  smell  of  housebOId  gas. 
Delege^  at  the  TUC  confer- 
ence in  Brighton  claimed  it 
was  a ploy  to  cut  jobs. 

The  unpleasant  smell  of  do- 
mestic gss  is  deliberately  cre- 
ated, so  leaks  can  be  easily 
detected.  adding  a riiemi- 
cal  to  odourless  natural  gas. 
Transco,  formerly  part  of 
British  Gas,  uses  a sllcUi^ 
“sensitivity"  scale,  frmn  one 
to  five,  to  measure  the  smell 
— with  ansTthing  briow  LTC 
being  difficult  to  detect  and 
anything  above  2.5  regarded 
as  unbearable. 

But  it  claims  that  with  the 
gas  so  easy  to  smell,  about 
2 million  gas  escapes  are 
reported  each  year,  of  vdilch 
a third  prove  felse  alarms. 

The  Gas  MEanagers'  Associ- 
ation protested  yerierday  that 


fewer  call-outs  could  mean  up 
to  150  engineers’  jobs  being 
shed.  Transco  wants  to  axe 
2,500  Jobs,  with  1,000  going 
Christmas  and  fee  rest  early 
in  the  new  year. 

Rodney  Bickerstaffe,  Uni- 
son’s leader,  told  TUC  dele- 
gates that  Transco 
“think  again  and  not  put  prof- 
its and  sharehddm’  divi- 
dends  before  the  safety  of 
their  customers". 

“Lives  win  be  put  at  risk  if 

Transco  goes  ahead  with  this 
ludicrous  plan. 

TT  gas  is  made  more  diffi- 
cult to  smell,  it  will  mean 
more  gas  leaks  will  go  unde- 
tected, increasing  the  likely 
risk  of  explosion,  serious  in- 
juries or  even  deadhs,"  be 
said. 

The  company  said  last 
ni^t  it  had  no  intention  oi 
reducing  the  smdl  of  its  gas 
below  the  optimum  1.75  to  2 
leveL  but  in  some  areas  of  the 
country  the  smell  was  so 
strong  It  was  leading  to  “un- 

T»»ri»agafy  gnw»rgpnffy  gag  rail. 

outs,  SO  diverting  resources 
from  the  source  of  real  es- 
capes". A spokesman  con- 
ceded, however,  that  cutting 
the  pong  would  also  hei^  to 
cut  Jobs. 
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Diana:  The  aftermath 


Mirror  gets 
writover 
Eton  photo 
of  William 

Intrusion:  Copyright  action 
launched  in  wake  of  tabloids’ 
pledge  to  protect  princes 


CbveDyor 

I soil  rnirniinnrtriiT 


The  first  action  in  the 
wake  of  Princess  Di- 
ana's death  was 
launched  yesterday 
when  the  Mirror  was  hit  with 
a Hi^  Court  writ  for  publish^ 
ing  photogiaidis  of  Prince 
wnUam  in  his  bonse  at  Eton 
without  permission. 

Eton's  ofEicial  photogra- 
phers, Hills  & Saunders, 
rtiaiwi  the  paper's  onatitho- 
rised  use  last  June  of  the  1996 
and  1997  group  pictures  47- 
strong  Manor  House 
breadth  their  copyri^t  and 
damaged  Oieir  rep^tion  ibr 
safeguarding  clients'  privacy. 

The  writ  comes  as  tabloid 
proprietors  and  editors  have 
pFcmised  in  the  wake  <tf  Prin- 
cess Diana's  death  to  leave 
William  and  bis  brother. 
Prince  Hairy,  alone  to  com- 
pete their  educatim  without 
media  intrusion. 

The  phott^XSf>hs  appeared 
on  June  13  in  a double 
gnead  with  a front  page 
teaser  saytug  “Exclusive  — 
Wills'  New  ScduMl  Pic”  and 
the  prince's  h<>a>d  tniren  frxim 
the  1997  group.  The  story  in- 
side, beaded:  “Wills  Is  Toff 
the  Form",  praised  Die  prince 
finr  his  academic  prowess, 
popularity  awd  nnattgmwfng 
natnre. 

The  1996  photo  had  already 
appeared  the  previous  year  in 
the  Mirror’s  arch  rival,  the 
Sim,  when  a reporter  posing 
as  a pupil's  relative  bought  a 
copy  from  WiTiw  & Saunders' 
shop  in  Eton.  This  year  copies 


Lord  Wakebam . . . made 
privacy  idea  last  year 


of  the  photograph  were 

only  to  Iviya*  ftmin tiliTyingli 

the  housemaster.  Dr  Andrew 
Galley. 

The  Mirror's  stdicitor,  B4ar- 
tin  Crudace,  said  • that  the 
phott^raph  had  "legxti- 
mately  purchased". 

Neither  the  photogr^bers 
nor  Eton  has  any  idea  bow 
the  paper  got  the  picture,  ac- 
cording to  Hflis  St  Saunders* 
solicitor,  Stuart  Lodyear.  a 
partner  In  the  media  law  film 

Stephens  Innocent. 

The  writ  states  that  the 
Mirror  acted  pursuit  of  its 
commemifll  rivafry  with  the 
Sun  and  the  rest  the  tabloid 
press.  In  utter  diaresaitS  of 
the  ri^its  of  HOte  4b  Ssiundera, 
the  Interests  Eton  College 
and  the  interests  of  the  boys 
in  Dr  Galley’s  bou^’. 

It  says  the  paper's 
was  "particulariy  dlsgtaceftil 
and  warrants  special  r^Foof’ 
because  it  came  only  10 
months  after  Lord  Wakdiam. 
/■hail-man  of  the  ftess  Com- 
plaints r*.nmtnlaalnfi  ' TnaHa  ^ 
plea  Ibr  privacy  tor  ^VnUiam 
while  he  eras  at  Eton. 

The  tsMfttd  pttts,  “tnrfnd. 
ing  the  editor  of  the  Mirror”, 
welcomed  the  apeebh,  the  writ 
adds. 

Damages  in  brsadi  of  coipy- 
right  cases  usually  eguale  to 
the  fee  that  would  have  been 
charged  for  permission  to 
reproduce  file  picture  or  piece 
of  writing.  But  Hills  & 
Saunders'  lawyers  are  seek- 
ing extra  damages,  dahning 
their  have  suffered 

“significant  finarK^i  loss" 
through  damage  to  their 
reputation. 

The  writ  says  It  was  well 
known  in  the  newspaper  in- 
dustry that  the  Sun's  jrahllca- 
tion  of  the  1996  ^loto  'pro- 
voked a furore,’’. hot  the 
Mirror  repeated  the  exercise 
“flagrantly  in  the  bdlef  that 
the  benefit,  to  h^-grtied  fru:. 
exceeds  the  damages  ai^ 
risk." 

- The  Son  apologised  and 
paid  £13,000  in  an  dut-of-oourt 
settlement 

Mr  Crudace  said:  *'We  have 
been  in  di9cu.ssions  about  a 
claim  ibr  breach  of  civyright 

TUBS  & Saunders  aDSartu- 
nately  insisted  upon  the  exor- 
bitant sum  of  £%000,  which 
has  prevented  the  amlcahle 
lesohitioa  of  this  complaint 
We  have  received  no  ofrim' 
complaint  oonceming  publi- 
cation." 


Tourists  jailed 
for  teddies  theft 


Court:  Two 

Slovak  women 
imprisoned  ‘to 
reflect  outrage’ 

Amelia  Gentleman 


TWO  tourists  from  Slova- 
kia were  Jailed  fbr  28 
days  yesteixlay  and  de- 
scribed as  modern-day  grave 
robbers  after  they  stole  ll 
teddy  bears  and  armfUls  of 
imitation  fLoweis  left  outside 
Westminster  Abbey  in  mou- 
ory  of  Diana.  Princess 
Wales. 

The  middle-aged  women, 
said  to  he  devout  CathcUcs, 
admitted  stealing  the  flowm 
and  toys  as  wen  as  candle 
ladders  and  wicker  baskets 
eaijy  yesterday  morning. 

• Honeliexiy  Eoad  magistrate 
Roger  Davies  said  fiiey  would 
have  to  go  to  prison  in  defiei> 
ence  to  the  cnrreot  mood  of 
the  public,  even  thou^  sneh 
an  offence  would  not  nor^ 
maSy  h^  attracted  such  a 
sentence. 

The  women  looked  dazed  as 
the  sentence  was  passed. 
Afta  spending  tte  nigh*  of 
Hieir  arrest  in  a police 
they  woe  driven  from  court 
to  HoBoway  prison  yesterday. 

It  was  the  second  time  in  24 
iRMinTbat  a-fixeign  tourist 
appeared  in  court  diarged 
witfr.  taking  tributes  left  fbr 
theprlneess. 

Blgodova,  aged  54,  a 
secondary  school  teacher  and 
tour  guide,  and  Agnesa 
Sihelsfca,  an  unemplo^  SO- 
year-old  communications 
teramirian,  had  arrived  in 
fbr  a holiday  on 
ktonday  and  were  due  to 
leave  today. 

' They  had  Visited  Bucktog- 
ham  T^ce  and  Windsor  Cas- 
tle earlier  in  the  week  to  pay 
fixeto  re^eris  to  the  princess, 
and  Mrs  Sihelska  bad  left  a 
bundi  of  dried  flowers  as  a 
tribute. 

Hieir  stdicitor.  Philip  wm 


said  both  women  were  dis- 
traught at  the  ocmseqaenoes 

their  actions.  They  would 
be  appealing  against  their 
sentence  on  the  grounds  that 
it  was  excessive. 

The  women  told  police  that 
they  had  taken  the  items  as 
mementoes  fbr  their  Sunilies, 
adding  that  the  toys  were 
dirty  axri  they  thm^^  they 
would  be  thrown  away. 

‘'Both  women  are  devoted 
GatooUcs  and  both  attend 
church  weridy.  Their  actions 
were  not  intended  to  be  an 
affront"  their  lawyer  said. 

It  was  the  custmn  in  Slova- 
kia for  people  to  take  memen- 
toes left  on  top  of  graves  after 
funerals  as  keepsakes,  he 
argued. 

But  the  women's  behaviour 
was  later  coudemned  as  "de- 
spicahle  and  unforgivable"  by 
thw  Slovak  embassy  in  Lorn 
don.  **XTus  crime  is  not  only 
an  oSbnce  to  the  British,  hut 
also  to  the  Slovak  puhUc,"  a 
spokeswoman  said. 

Nazir  ^al,  prosecuting, 
said  a member  of  the  public 
had  alerted  police  after  spot- 
I ting  the  two  women  wal^z^ 
along  the  street  in  Lambeth 

I loaded  vrithUie  tributes. 

I Be  said:  Tt  U not  for  from 
the  old  oflbnoe  of  grave  rob- 
I blng.  The  court  is  aware  of 
tbs  sense  of  iwvulston  folt  by 
I ti»  public.” 

I The  stolen  items  were  u 
ted^ee,  four  wicker  ba&eto 
— one  in  Qie  sh^  of  a heart 
with  a picture  of  Diana  ^ 
three  terracotta  pots  for 
candles,  cards  and  imitation 
ficwers. 

Magistrate  Mr  Davies  said: 
’'There  is  a feding  of  national 
and  tntemattonal  ffpe£  about 
the  princess  which  you 
deariy  toiew  about,  haring 
visited  Windsor  Castle. 

"I  am  tdd  you  are  two  Catlt 
oUc  tsHiaa  rtf' inteliigence  and 
yet  you  took  these  Items  left 
by  grieving  subj^  of  the 
Queen  and  in  mmnory  6t  the 
princess. 

“X  would  not  be  ftiwuung 
my  public  duty  if  I did  not 
reflect  the  outEage  of  the  pub- 
11c  and  to  deter  ottiers," 


■|}^TI*H  hanqnflfe  mnA  otber  tribntee  from  ootslde  St  James'S  Palace,  tondon,  yesterday.  'If  s very  emotional.’  said  one 

Scouts  and  guides  start  on  a million  jobs 


noral  cleai^up:  Volunteers  Join 
in  ‘melancholy’  remove  and 
recycling  of  tributes  at  palaces 


Meat  Britov 

Four  gSrl  guides  and 
six  scouts  yesterday 
began  clearing  the 
estimated  1 million 
bouquets  of  ftowers  and 
tributes  placed  at  London 
palaces  in  memory  of 
Diana,  Princess  of  Wal^ 
"Itfe  vexy  upsetting,”  said 


Rachel  Goldsmith,  aged  IS, 
of  the  1st  Turners  Hill 
group,  as  she  picked  op 
roses,  carnations,  gladioli, 
lilHp*.  dahltas  and  fi'eeslas 
from  outside  St  James’s  Pal- 
ace. "None  of  os  is  reading 
any  of  the  messages  because 
we  don’t  want  to  get  upset.** 
Her  colleagne,  Nicholas 
Dent,  also  aged  IS,  from  St 
Altoaiu’s  1st  London  Colnsy 


scouts,  added:  *'lt*s  veocy 
emotionaL  The  thing  tiiat 
has  really  touched  me  has 
been  the  queen  of  hearts 
from  packs  of  cards.” 

The  ti-am,  In  imUhrm  and 
wearing  large  gardening 
gtoves,  wtexe  the  firant  line 
of  a gang  involving 

the  Wcmien's  itoyal  Volun- 
tary Service  and  Royal 
Parks  staff:  It  was  esti- 
mated wme  procuring 

2,000  bouquets  an  hour, 
TWMiwg  the  Job 
win  taka  500  ItoDrs,  OT 
more  than  seven  weeks  of 
j ten  lO-bonrdays. 

'nte  chUdren,  some  wear- 


I ing  dust-masks,  knndad  the 
I bouquets  to  the  WRVS  dele- 
; gatlon,  who  Judged 
I whether  they  were  worth 
I saving.  The  wilted  flowers 
will  be  recycled  into  com- 
post The  frtsh  ones  will  go 
to  hospitals. 

Carole  Mayers,  director 
of  the  WRVS  south-east  div- 
ision, said  the  40  volun- 
teers had  been  surprised  at 
bow  many  of  the  flowers 
were  in  a healthy  condi- 
tion. "We  are  saving  much 
more  than  we  had  origi- 
nally thonght"  she  said. 

Clearance  work  only 
began  at  St  Jamas'  Palace 


yesterday,  and  Royal  Paries 
effietai*  have  yet  to  decide 
when  to  move  on  to  Buck- 
ingham and  Kensington 
both  ofwhtoh  have 
more  flowers  outride  tbrnn. 

As  wen  as  flowers,  the 
scouts  are  removing  all -the 
other  tributes,  such  as 
drawings,  .poems,  boxes 
and  other  memorabilia. 
These  will  be  given  to  the 
Spencer  fomily. 

The  WRVS  win  distriboto 
the  toys  to  its  contact  cen- 
tres and  toy  libraries.  They 
will  also  be  used  by  efaUdren 
going  to  cMitrcs  whirii  help 
iUvoitxd  parents. 


David  Wrich,  the  Royal 
! Parks  chief  executive,  sw 
it  was  his  duty  to  remove 
I toe  flowers  and  tributes 
I with  the  same  spirit  as 
I when  they  were  laid.  'This 
I is^dngtobeavery  fiombre 
: and  melandtoly  Job  and.  X 
I everyone  here  today 
' la  very  moved  and  hon- 
j cured  to  betaking  parL 
I "This  la  a masrive  task 
and  we  have  had  to  take  on 
extra  staffthrou^  contrac- 
tora  to  help  with  the  work. 
Hiece  win  be  about  100 
people  working  on  the 
elear-up  process  every 
day,T*heBald. 


in  face  of  driver 


Crash  blame:  After  claims 
and  denials,  it  is  admitted  Paul 
should  not  have  been  at  wheel 


MsonDanMs 


■^■EIRTEEN  days  after  toe 

■ Paris  crash,  lawyers 

■ representtng  the  Eayeds 
have  conceded  that  Henri 
Paul,  deputy  head  of  security 
at  toe  Rltz  hotel,  should  never 
have  been  allowed  to  drive 
toe  Princess  of  Wales  axri 
DodlAl  Fayed. 

Responding  to  a statement 
from  the  Paris-  prosecutor's 
ofCioe  which  confirmed  that 
Paul’s  blood  oontaliied  three 
times  toe  French  l^al  alcohri 
limit  and  traces  of  anti-de- 
pmssant.  a spokeanan  for  Mr 
Ibyed  yestwday  saidthat  tf 
theyhad  known  of  Paul's 
drink  problem  be  would  have 
been  sacked. 

It  Is  a clear  shift  In  posttim 
from  the  Fayed  camp  who 
have  heaped  blame  for  the 
fotal  crash  squaxely  on  toe 
paparazzi 

They  have  countered  each 
fresh  rsvriation  with  Heniaia 
and  seeking  to  drilect  arty 
hint  gf  Criticism  from  toie 
Rltz.  and  ultimately  Mo- 
hamedAl  Fayed. 


In  brief 


No  11  talks 

on  memorial 

THE  Chancellor,  Gordon 
Brown,  yesterday  hehl  his 
first  meeting  ^to  Earl  Speo- 
oer  to  disci^  bow  the  Gov- 
ernment can  h^  create  a 
lasting  fiatimiai  memorial  to 
Diana.  Princess  of  Wales. 

The  discussions,  at  ii 
Downing  Street,  lasted  35 
mUratee  and  later  Mr  Brown 


The  driver  I 

and  the  paparazzi  j 

Di  his  briefings  to  reporters  on  I 
toe  same  day  as  the  crash,  the  ' 
Fayed  press  spokesman,  I 
Mkhari  Cole,  desicxlbed  toe  pa- 1 
paiuzzi  as  creeps,  loathsome, 
macho  mon^  grabbers  *Tt  Is  , 
the  paparazzi  who  have  MEed 

»>w»m  ff has  ing  them." 

Faya's  lawyers,  Georges ' 
and  Bauard  Darte- 
velle  produced  a witness  who 
dahned  to  have  seen  a motm> 
bike  swerve  In  firait  of  toe  car. 
Cote  said  the  driver,  Henri 
Paul,  was  a consdentious  em- 
jfloyee  who  was  regularly  used 
as  a chaSbur,  was  an  advanced 
driver  and  trained  in  anti- 
twrorist  terimiques. 

Rusioars  that  Pan!  was 
drunk  were  Cole  In- 

sisted the  photographers  were 
to  blame.  Tt  was  like  a stage- 
eoarii  surrounded  by  Indians 
bat  instead  of  firing  arrows 
they  were  firing  these  ligtcte 
in  the  eye  of  toe  driver." 

At  a press  conference  in 
I Farts  on  Monday  Mr  Darte- 
vrile  said  that  if  toe  paparazzi 
had  not  given  ritese  the  ear 
' would  not  have  been  speed- 


said:  "We  want  to  do  two 
tilings.  1>^  whatever 

way  we  can  tbe  weak  by  the 
(memorial)  trust  '--..  lanQ 
coaaider  what  is  a fitting 

natirmal  mowftrtaT-” 

‘Mine-'dozer'  hope 

first  lasting  XDBQocial  to 
the  Princess  of  Wales  was  un- 
vrited  ta  a ShefiSeid  foundry 
yesterday:  a prv.Lvtyye  ’toilne- 
dossr”,  after  toe  prh^ 

cess.  Funner  war  cenespeo- 


Wnhatneti  A1  Wttyad  with  Mirhagl  Holft  at  Dlana'a  ftmeral 


tag.  On  Tuesday  Cols  denied 
tile  Mercedes  was  ttavdllng 
at  igimph-  when  it  crashed. 
He  said  tbe  speedometer  was 
stuck  at  zero  when  the  ear 
was  eiamained,  not  mroph. 

JSb  also  accused  the  papa- 
razzi, feeing  manslaughter 
chari^,  of  obsfrnctlDg  the 
emergency  services,  accusa- 
tions they  deny. 

By  Wednesday  the  Pay  ads 
were  bombarded  by  allegar 
ttcsis  about  Paul’s  creden- 
tiris.  A named  driver  eOaimed 


I dent  Martin  Bell  said  tbe 
£960,000  machine  would 
I pbxirii  up  sod  PUlv'Brite  mines. 

"It's  basically  a huge, 
I heavily  anaouied  combine 
harvester,"  said  Hick  Qrlc, 
I the  SheSSrid  engineer  who 
desigoed  tiie  machine  and 
met  the  princess  three  times 
I to  discuss  its  progress. 

iChariltes’alann 

! (SZARinES  e^ressed  fears 
I yesterday  that  they  could  lose 


Paul  Sid  not  have  a licence 
trimtiie  Mmistry  ofpidioe  to 
drive  the  car  and  had  not 
undergone  medical  checks 
require  to  drive  a high- 
powered  limonsiiie.  . 

Axiother  Rltz  driver  told  a 
radio  station  that  Paul  was  a 
hahifitai  drinker.  One  em- 
ployee told  the  Guardian  that 
if  there  was  a staff  party,  Paul 
was  tiie  first  to  get  drunk. 

Cole’s  response:  'Tte  was  le- 
gally permitted  to  drive  this 
carwithpassmgers  onhis  or- 


out  in  the  battle  for 
as  people  continued  to  chui- 
nel  their  grief  by.  giving  to 
tiie  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales 
Memorial  Fund. 

^Action  Research,  one  of  tiie 
HE’S  leadlite  utedlcal  clari- 
ties. warned  it  could  cause 
"deep  and  perhaps  lasting 
demage"  by  taking  funds 
from  other  charities. 

The  N8PCC  said:  There 
are  ooncems  that  voluntary 
giving  to  tiie  NSPCC  and 
ofbtf  charities  may  be  af- 


dinazy  driving  licence.  I have 
been  assured  everything  was 
in  order." 

The  blood  tests 
Two  days  after  the  crash  the 
French  prosecutor’s  office 
revealed  Paul's  blood  con- 
tained I76mg  per  litre  of  alco- 
hol, three  times  over  tbe 
Frewto  legal  limit 

Cole’s  response:  "If  the 
driver  was  drunk  then  it  was 
a drink-drive  offteroe.  But  It  is 
still  our  view  that  the  pbotog- 
raplMrs’  criminal  btiaavlour 
led  to  this  incident" 

Three  days  later  in  London 
Professor  Peter  Vanezis,  a 
Glasgow  university  patholo- 
gist retained  by  tire  Fayeds 
cast  doubt  on  tiie  blood  test 
results,  saying  ft  was  possibly 
"unsafe  and  unfoir"  to  rely  on 
Iniftpl  blood  Mwipleg  Whlril 
may  have  been  contmninated. 

Cole  said:  "We  are  not 
Hflftlring  ripfopri  tivk^bn- 

sftde.  Bdr  Fayed  condemns 
drink-driving  in  tiie  strongest 
possible  terms.  ^ only  wants 
to  see  the  most  thorough  poss- 
ible inquiry.  He  wiH  ^v«  no 
peace  until  he  knows  what 
happened.” 

On  Tuesday  this  wedc  tbe 
third  set  of  blood  tests  rdeased 
by  the  Paris  prosecutor’s  office 

Hwifirmoit  that . Paul ' a 

blood  alcobdl  level  of  laonig  cf 
alcdbol  per  litre  of  blood,'  and 


feeted  by  tife.ineinarlal  ftmd.” 

Anger  over  singer 

ELTON  J<ton  has  lirgedBrit- 
aitt  to  put.aside  Ite.  gitf  fbr 
the  sake  of  the  Mneess  of 
Wales.  "Life  has  to  go  he 

said.  "Princess  Diana  would 
not  want  this  sadness  to 
continue.” 

But  visitors  at  Buckis^tam 
Bal^  and  Atthorp  angrily 
ralected  his  call  to  peqiile  to 
st^moaming. 


also  bad  traces  ofProetec  and 
Tiaprlde,  drugs  used  |n  Ihe 
treatment  of  alcohatism. 

Cole  said  that  if  the  tests 
were  correct  Mohamed  Al 
Fayed  vrill  be  tiie  first  to  cm- 
demn  him:  "If  any  person  is 
culpable  1 will  penKmaHy  ^It 
on  fheir  grave.’” 

Yesterday  the  Indefensible 
was  not  defended  at  aU.  "We 
condemn  in  the  strongest 
possible  terms  at^body  who 
would  drink  and  drive  or  take 
tb^  cocktail  of  drugs,"  Cote 
said.  Mr  DarteveUe  added: 
"Obviously  Paul  should  not 
have  been  at  the  wheel.  But 
he  was  tiie  only  one  to  be 
aware  (tf  hia  real  condition.” 

The  jewellery 

With  attention  focused  on  the 
drives:,  the  Fayed  publicity  ma- 
chtoe  turned  its  attestions  to 
liana's  and  Dodl's  romance. 
At  a wess  conference  in  Loor 
(ton- last  Thursday  Cole  gave 
details  of  a £130,001)  dlmnond 
ring  given  to  Diana  by  Dodi.  a 
poem  inscribed  on'  a sDver 
plaque  left  under  the  Prin- 
oes^  pfllow  and  gifts  gtvmto 
Doth  by  the  Priimess,  iwdud- 
Ing  her  fother’s  cuff  Uziks. 

In  tbe  same  week  Cole  said 
a samihire  and  diamond  aedc- 
lace  had  been  stolen  fiom  tbe 
car.  The  Renich  authorities 
deny  anything  has  been 
stol^  from  tbe  wreckage. 


Recordsales 

RECORD  shops  have  placed 
ordws  fbr  1.5  millian  copies 
cCElttei  John's  Candle  hi  The 
Wind  *97.  strengthening  pre- 

dictionsofitbeh^theblgM' 
sdling  sln^  of  an.time  rate* 
ing  about  £10  milUon. 

Divbrceda^ 

DIVORCE  ptocsodings  be- 
tweoi  Eari  Spai^  and  hte 
vfife  VIetorte  ham  baen  post* 
.ponadlnCapeTdwn, 


cffAm&  wm  iOdf 5 


A rut  ^bove!  Hairdressers  of  the 
rich  and  famous  share  their  secrets 

Test  your  breasts.  Plus  the  most 
popular  top  ten  tschmaues  used  in 
cosmetic  suicjery 


CHAKCB  wm  UPMStm 


Simply  skin  Totally  free  YourA-;^ 
Guide  to  skin  care  and  protection 

Discoiy-er  hor/  the  wealthy  stay  healthy 
Enter  our  competition  to  wm  a weeke-nc. 
at  a I'je.ury  heaith  farm 
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CoHymOre.  . . sold  for  £8.5in  and  £7m^  hut  sharoH  «nly  wrraaiiwal  ffaieluM 


l^sy^ologicaljirofil 


and  beteveshe  c^  get  by  on  alone^ 

Tends  not  to  beconsdentiousW^  leaves 
thb^  to  the  minute.  He  has  moved 

cfu^  ki  quite  i^iid  successipn,  atttKxigh  for 
^nge.an)6u^dffTK^ 
p^i^a^^^i$ensitiveto 

• 1 “■:  ’3k  :!-■•-  •■^ . 5 i-ra.  As  . _ • • 


Spmeqiie'Who  likes  to  plan  in  advance  and 
does  1^' nke  to  be  forced  to  act  on  the  S|^ 
the  moment,  for  instance  in  taking 
poialties.  Generally  a tense  person,  very 
serisflive  to  crificisrn  ^d  extrernely 
pessinr^'c  about  the  likely  outoomes  of  his 
actions.Heiscautiousab^declsion- 
niaking  and  Hkes  tirne  to  reflect  and 
cMtoerate  before  coming  to  a conclusion. 
However,  he  {scaring,  democratic  and 
teanrvepidted.  prompting  him  to  volunteer 
if  voluntem  are  needed.  He  likes  a clear 
structoreto  his  Rfe  and  is  interested  in 
detailed  planning.  He  is  also  highly 
self-criti^. 


Sowthgite . . . nftarimlsiii  reroded  in  tgst  nadp  him  nnsnifabV  in  tahf*  f ntrinl  poiult)' 


1 jobs  Putting  the  right  player  on  the  spot 


CM  wnini  and  Mek  VMtay 


PSYCHOLOGICAL 
testing  could  have 
predicted  Gareth 
Soiztttgate  was  not 
the  player'tD 

taicp-  the  crtECial  Buro  96 
aUy  fiar  WngTarwi  In  th^ 
■<»iTij-finaT-  againid-  Gennany 
last  year,  it  was  planned 
yesterday. 

Sodi  prc^QUng  '—  cogoamtai 
In  todn^ry  but  rare  in  :^>Qrt 
— . could  also  managers 

handle  talented  but  dWifTnit 
players  such  as  Stan  CoIIy- 
more,  according  to  psydholo- 


gist  GecMcge  Sk,  the  private : 
psychological  assessment  j 
fInnSaviQeandSbddsinnth.  j 

Personality  profiles  were ! 
now.  the  norm  fi>r  assessing 
senicM*  staff  and  many  routtne 
po^  in  industries  like  bank- 

ing-  But  nlthmigh  rrrfninmB  q[ 

pounds  were  oflm  <m  a 
ain^e-lbothdi  pbyer*s  irans- 
&r.  managers  Jiad  little  Maw 
about  that  |dayeF*s  tenqieca- 
ment  or  motiv^ton. 

Or'  SUr  tidd  the  British 
Assooatioii  meeting  at  Leeds 
University  that  knowing 
more  about  the  p«rMin«ifKaB 
of  plasters  could  allow  more 
effective  mothrafiaDal  stoite- 


gies,  aid  team  selection,  and 
could  even  assist  with  that 
inost  stressfol  moment  in 
fixtiian — pcaudiy  tskuig. 

He  showed  the  oonferenoe  a 
pyschological  proffte  of  a t(^ 

tntnmflfinmil  whw  faad  mi«aci»d 

a crocial  penal^,  pointing : 
out.  that  the  man’s  laf*^  of 
spoaitenehy  nnd  pessimism 
made  him  less  soltafite  for  the 
itde. 

He  could  not  name  the 
playvbecanseafdieaxtooDa- 
dw^ality,  but  was  one  of  only 
three  to  mfsa  poialifies  hi 
recent  major  internationals. 
’’He^  the  name  you  might 
think  of  he  said,  wilb^ 


out  uttering  the  words  Gareth 
orSouihgate. 

Dr  8!k  also  showed  a profile 
of  anoffier  highly  taimted 
player  who  had  moved  ffe- 
quenfly  and  expen^v^  be- 
tween dobs  but  had  toiled  to  ! 
show  more  than  occaslcmal 
flashes  of  brilliance. 
you're  going  to  spend  say  £8.5 
mlTitnn,  thpii  understimding 
what  motivates  someone 

nmiTiil  PnhanrP  tha  inn  ** 

Stan  CohymoFe  cost  £8.5 
TTifntnn  t^bim  he  moved  fimn 
Nottbi^iam  Forest  to  Liver- 
pool, and  another  S7  -mniinn 
vdien  he  was  transfeix^  to 
Aston  VHJjl 


Dr  Sflc  said  pmsonality  jm>- 
ffling  was'tomuMMi  before  the 
buying  and  selling  of  q^rts 
stars  in  Ameidca  but  was 
ahnnct  unheard  of  In  *ht* 

couutiy- 

He  said:  "The  scoots  know 
about  the  playm’  skills  but 
very  litOe  abom  tbeir  diarao- 
tw,  tmnperament  <mH  motiva- 
tioxL  What  other  intoistty 
would -put  in  that  Mnd  of 
money  smnetinies  £10  mil- 
lion — for  an  asset  you  know 
so  little  about?” 

Pefsonality  proflUng  uses 
questfonnaires  called  psydio- 
metrlc  tests  which  are 
designed  to  reveal  whetoer 


people  are  extroverts  or  Intro- 
verts,  organised  or  ^Kmtane- 
ous,  creative  or  methodieaL 
Ameilcan  football  players, 
particularly  quarterbacks 
who  cccupy  the  pivotal  and 
most  cm'^ral  position,  are 
routinely  tested,  itookie  bas- 
kettnll  players  are  also  put 
under  similar  assessment 
Last  night  the  reaction 
ftoan  football  was  lukewarm,  i 
Brendon  Batson,  deputy  I 
chief  necutive  of  the  Frofes- 
ginnai  Foofoallers’  Associa- : 
tlon,  said:  "By  the  time 
younjgsters  get  to  clubs  those 
decisions  about  penalty 
takers  or  vdtatever  are  often 


taken  simply  because  they 
did  it  at  school  or  before.” 
Steve  Cc^ipeU.  manager  of 
^emiership  side  Crystal  Pal- 
ace, said:  “Vou  can  ^ve  a lot 
(tf  input  into  the  signing  of 
play^  \-ou  can  do  a lot  of 
investigative  work,  ask 
around  and  get  to  know  more 
about  their  personalities. 

"But  there  is  no  fail-safe 
method  of  smting  It  out.  1 
think  a physical  test  could 
come  before  a personality 
test.  You  can  almost  see  a 
player’s  personality  in  the 
way  he  plays.” 

TTie  liorTner  Arsenal  man- 
ager, Bertie  Mee,  was  con- 


ducting similar  tests  more 
than  30  years  ago  with 
researchers  whn  worked  with 
the  late  Hans  Bysmdt. 

Around  30  per  cent  of  the 
100  young  hupefhls  he  saw 
each  .season  were  turned 
down  on  psychological 
grounds  such  as  their  attitude 
to  discipline,  he  said. 

But  he  added:  “VriiUst  it's 
true  that  you  can  be  more 
successful  by  doing  these  psy- 
chological profiles.  1 have  to 
say  many  us  who  have  had 
some  experience  In  football 
and  in  life  in  general  can  sort 
out  the  wheat  feom  the  chaff 
without  them.” 


/idem 


Widdecombe  attacks  Garey  for 
pledge  of  help  for  unemployed 


Madalalnn  Bunting 
ItollgloiM  AfCalrw  Editor 


The  Chancellor,  Gordon 
Brown,  oollsted  ttie  hdp 
of  churches  - yesterday, 
aMtirtrig  -diem  'to  tMywwi*  .anir 
bassadors  ■ for . ^ Gov^or 
menfs  efforts  to  .craA-  hi^ 
unemployment.  - 
. Speaking. at  a church  con- 
fecenee  in  London.  Mr  Brown, 
outlined  a new  aiifaneft  for 
government  and  the  chuitfoes 
vriiich  marks  a radical  break 
ftom  the  antagonism  that 
characterised  church  and 
state  relations  under  the 
Conservatives. 

Mr  Brown  drew  on  his  ez- 
perimce  as  a son  of  a Church 
of  Scotland  priest  to  praise 
the  churches’  role  in  helping  i 
communitlesstriekeai  by  high 
unemployment. and  for  their' 
advocacy  of  the  poor  and , 
most  znacgtaiaUsed  whi^'  he  : 
said,  had  put  these  issues  at , 
the  centre*  of;  the  political , 


”1  want  ' every  church  and 
(fourcfo  member  to  be  ai.hm- 
for  our  prograinaie 
in  ev^  local  area.”  he.  saU: 

^ “You  know  at  first  band  the 


prohtems  in  rwnmitnWiws 
you  represent.  You  know 
whata  diflbrence  yoinr  leaila> 
ship  and  inspiration  can 
make  to  raising  the  si^ifo  of 
young  peopla 

*7  want  us  to  work  togethe: 
on  the  biggest  ever  employ-  j 
ment  prograxnme ‘ for  yoong^ 
peoide."  . 

Mr  Brotm  ui^ed.diiretaes 
to  help  the  of 

opinion  on  poverty.  “Most  of 
aZU  hi^  ns  to  remove  the  Ih- 
: taiiem  ’and  cyhidsm  whlch 
abounds.” 

His  -^«eeh  reOeded  the 
newfound  influence,  of  the 
' GhrteHan  Sodalist  movement 
— whose  xnenibms.'  include. 

Half  the  faMwat-  ft  ttoHgtiteri 
and  astonished  chnnh.  lead- 
ers allMMlh^  the  conference 
on  the  ecmnaicial  ripOTt  Uto 

amplnympfil  smA  the  FuLufS 

of  Wolic,  . published  in  .the 
middle  of  'the  electioa  cam- 
p^ghlast  ApriL 

The  Arehbisbop  of  Canter- 
-buiy.Dr  Geo^  Carey,  risked 
accnsathms  of  meddling  in 
party-  politics  with  his  forih: 
rtgtrt  endoasanent  of  trade 

iTtiirwia- earlier  Ifile  WSdC  at 

the  lUC  conference  in 
ton.  ^ also  praised  the  Goy> 


Gordon  Brown ..  .-pte  to 

end  fefaltem  and,  e31i**^inn 

mmn^  as  coozugtoos  for  its 
hilgfa  profile  initiattve  of  set^ 
tioghp  a unit  to  ta<dds  social 
exdbosion  and  criticised  Tory 
economic  ptdiey,  referring  to 
the  "excesses  of  one-eyed 
xnoDirtarismin  the  19806”. 

Yesterday,  be  promised  co- 
opexaHon  with  Mr  ' Brown. 

■**Phe  Church  nfawplend,  and 

1 am  sure  all  our  sister 
churches,  wUL  want  to  give 
hi^  piioiity  to  assistlug  that 
work  in:.irii8tever  'way  we 
possSblyban.” 

But  Ann  Widdecombe.  Tory 
MP  and  former  Home  OSice 


Dr  GeaxEB  Carey . . . piedge  to 
help  whatever  way  we  can* 

nunister,  poured  scorn  on  a 
new  ehorch/state  alliance 
and  accused  Dr  Carey  of 
"proselytising  for  the 
socialists”. 

“He  seems  wholly  unaware 
that  the  Tories*  unnaydoy* 
ment  record  was  the  envy  of 
the  rest  of  Europe,  and  partic- 
ularly in  the  fidd  of  youth 

iiTimwpl^ymawt,”  whn  said.  "K 

is  significaiit  that  he  never 
gave  any  credit  fiH*  this.” 

In  one  of  his  last  publie 
nngjtgniiutniftj  the  Biahop  of 
Uvmpool,  the  Rt  Rev  David 
Sheppard,  the  foaitman  of 


the  body  which  produced  the 
unemployment  report,  told 
the  conference  that  be  was 
heartened  by  the  new  pact 
devdoping  between  dsurdL 

gnd  tfwiFPwit  lift 

Y am  dellchted  that  the 
churches  are  to  be  taken  aerir 
ouslv.”  w>id  BlkhoD  Sienoaid. 
who  this  , one  of  the  key  pro- 
tagonists in  rows  with  flie 
Tory  government.  But  he 
warned  that  although  the 
Chancellor’s  heart  was  in  the 
lifot  place,  he  had  made  no 
commitment  on  me  of  the 
report’s  central  recomtuenda- 
tians  on  redistributive  tax. 

hfr  Brown  aimoimeed  at 
the  conference  that  many 
Teading  UK  companies  had 
agreed  to  parttolpate  in  the 
Government's  New  Deal  pro- 
gramme fim  the  young  unem- 
ployed. More  than  100,000  jobs 

are  to  be  created  with  compft- 
wiaw  such  as  lUbxks  8p^~ 
car,  BAA,  Grand  bfetropoli- 
ten  and  Rover. 

I Be  also  ouflined  how  a 
mentoring  scheme,  in  con- 
junction with  Education  See- 
. retary  David  Slunkett,  , 
would  recruit  50.000  volun- 
teers to  coach  the  unem- 
ployed off  welfare  into  work. 

Mr  Brown  praised  the 

churches  and  HL<  “hnyhnnd 

hero".  Bishop  Sheppard,  for 
flmir  work  with  the  most  mar- 
ginalised in  society. 


Anger  asIRA 
hurls  spanner 
into.Stormont 
peace  process 

continued  from  page  l 
tions  were  "inextricably 
linked”. 

Ministers  hold  ih**  when 
Mr  Adams  affirmed  Sinn 
Febl's  cnmmHmpnt  tO  the 
prinexples  be  sek^  for  the 
IRA  too.  “If  there  is  any  dls- 
honouring  of  any  of  the  prin- 
ciples by  the  IRA,  Sinn  Fein ' 
will  be  out”  said  a Northern 
Irdand  Office  spokesn^ 

The  Interview  was  r^arded 
as  cynical,  particular^  in  its 
timing,  ft  was  seen  as  part  of 
the  republican  movement’s 
strategy  to  retain  its  Hanmna 
support,  which  has  been  un- 
happy whh  Sinn  Fein  signing 
up  to  the  Mitchell  principles. 

Mitcbel  MftTjnghHw  Sinn 
Fein's  «»HaimMn,  said  bis  par- 
ty's negotiating  group  would 
be  at  Stormont  on  Monday. 
“We  are  a piditical  party.  We 
are  not  the  IRA  We  have  a 
mandat*,  to  be  invited  to  tiie 
talks  and  we  will  be  there.” 

Mr  McLaughlin  said  the 
IRA’s  comments  were  helpfol 
because  they  helped  to  “dear 
the  air”.  He  hoped  the  Ulster 
Unionists  would  attend,  a de- 
nigion  which  would  be  backed 
by  93  per  cent  d*  Ulster  Union- 
ists supporters,  according  to 
an  {pinion  poll  yesterday. 


Doctor  admits 
aiding  deaths 


Vhiek  Chaudhary 


A DOCTOR  in  Wiltshire 
has  admitted  Inducing 
the  deaths  of  two  d- 
derly  patients,  in  a newsletter 
distributed  to  those  who  at- 
tend his  surgery. 

Dr  Nick  Maurice,  aged  5L 
who  runs  a suiRery  in  the 
market  town  of  Malborough, 
wrote:  "We  doctors  are  prac- 
tising euthanasia  all  the  thm 
and  should  be  proud  of  h.  In 
the  past  three  months  1 have 
induced  a quiet  and  easy 
death  for  mx)  of  my  patients, 
for  which  tbe  relatii^  were 
gratdUl. 

‘That  is  not  to  say  I have 
killed  two  patients.  It  is  sim- 
ply  to  say  that  I have  given 
sufficient  quantities  of  mor- 
phine to  ensure  that  the  pfa>*s- 
Ical  and  mental  suffering  of 
the  patient,  and  the  relative, 
has  been  k^t  to  a minimum.” 
Dr  Maurice,  a general  prac- 
titioner f«*  20  years,  said  pa- 
tients at  his  surgery  were  in- 
vited to  fill  in  "advance 
directives”  stating  how  they 
wished  to  be  treated  in  the 
event  of  terminal  illness. 

His  comments  are  sure  to 
Aiel  tbe  debate  on  whether 


euthanisa  should  be  l^alised. 

Dr  David  Moor,  based  In 
Newcastle,  is  still  on  bail  over 
tbe  death  of  an  ^erly  pa- 
tient 

Earlier  this  year  a meeting 
of  the  British  Maiicbl  Associ- 
ation voted  against  a change 
in  the  law  which  bans  eutha- 
tmsia  and  physician-assisted 
suicide. 

Dr  Maurice  added  that  he 
was  against  tbe  legalisation 
the  induction  of  a patient's 
death.  He  wrote:  ‘i  have 
grave  concern  how  an  in- 
duced death  would  be 
handled.  1 can  en\i.sage  a p.i- 
tient  being  surrounded  by 
lawyers,  doctors  .*ind  even 
policemen.” 

His  comments  won  support 
firom  the  writer  and  bruad- 
easter  Sir  Ludovir  Kennedy, 
president  of  the  Voluntao' 
Euthanasia  So^ty.  Writing 
in  a local  Wiltshire  news- 
paper, he  said  Dr  Maurice’s 
, actions  were  “admirable  for 
the  compassion  shown  in 
bringing  his  patients'  suffer- 
ing to  an  end”. 

A spokesman  for  Wiltshire 
police  said  they  were  aware  of 
tbe  doctor’s  admission  and 
were  "looking  at  the 
circumstances”. 
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Judge  urges  parliamentary  crackdown  on  race-hate  offences  as  Bruno’s  mother  tells  of  terror  campaign  that  hounded  her  frcm  home 

‘Nazi’  publisher  jailed  f0r  21 


Gary  You  nge 


The  publidier  a 
magazine  which 
waged  a race-hate 
f»?mpaign  against 
Frank  Bnxno’s  el- 
derly moQier,  hounding  her 
out  of  her  home,  was  jailed 
for  21  months  yesterday. 

Mark  Atkiiaon,  a lading 
member  of  the  Car  right  Com- 
bat 18  gnny>>  was  cau^t  '*red- 
handed”  with  hundreds  of 
copies  of  the  magazine, 
Stormer,  Just  before  they 
were  despatched  to  subscrib- 
ers across  Britain.  The  maga- 
zines also  targeted  Anna 
Ford.  Vanessa  Redgrave, 
Faddy  Ashdown  and  syna- 
gogues, and  gave  detailed  in- 
structions on  how  to  make  le- 
t^carbmnbs. 

Judge  George  Bathurst- 
Norman,  at  Southwark  crown 
court,  said  that  in  37  years  in 
the  legal  profession  he  had 
‘'never  encountered  such  vile 
outpourings  of  hahred  «««<  in- 
citement to  violence  as 
revealed  in  these  magazines'’. 

He  suggested  the  two-year 

mazlmam  sentence  for  pub- 
lishing material  likely  to  stir 
up  racial  hatred  be  in- 
creased, but  sentenced  Atkin- 
son to  21  mcmllis  because  he 
had  not  contested  two  charges 
of  pubUshiUg  **thraatgning 
abusive  insulting^’  mate- 
rial likely  to  stir  up  radal 
hatred. 

Be  told  Atkinson,  a dust- 
man, aged  31:  “I  have  to  say  to 
you,  and  any~nthers  like-yoa, 
that  Uiose  who  seek  to  spread 
such  evil  discord  In  our  midst 
can  eqiect  no  mercy  firom  the 
courts.  For  we  are  an  mtitled 
to  live  in  our  own  and 
walk  our  stre^  free  from 
sn^  conduct  no  matter  adiat 
our  race,  colour  or  creed.” 
Lynette  Bruno,  aged  87,  a 
lay  preadier  end  of 

the  heavywei^  boxer,  told 
the  court  how  she  first 
rec^ved  a letter  bluing  a 
swastika  and  the  wmds:  ”Go 
home  and  die.” 

Then  came  a series  of 
equally  frightening  phone 
cans,  fiin  of  abuse,  fUIowed 
by  a second  lett^  which 
warned:  “Bang.  It  Is  that  easy 
to  Uow  your  head  ofC.” 

As  a result,  she  siiflfaied 
sleepless  ni^ts,  was  liaroed  to 
move  house,  and,  more  than  a 
year  later,  was  stin  too  scared 
to  go  home  slane. 


“In  diaelna^rig  her  warn* 
and  address  and  stirring  up 

radal  hatred  against  h^Mrs 

Brono.  the  mofher  of  a man 
who  has  brought  noQitng  but 
credit  to  this  eoadry.  Is 
driven  from  her  hahe,”  the 
judge  said. 

Atkinson  had  also  pub- 
lished the  addresses  of  sev- 
eral Jewish  otganisatjons  and 
synagogues  were  targeted 
wiflihstemaiL 

“One  synagogue  was  even 
defaced  and  a window  bro- 
ken, brining  back  memories 
of  the  conduct  of  the  support- 
ers Of  the  Nazi  regime  in  Ger- 
many in  the  1930s,”  thejod^ 
said.” 

After  the  Liberal  Democrat 
leader  Paddy  Ashdown  spoke 
out  against  racism  in  his  Yeo- 
vil consistuency,  the  maga- 
zine said  "he  doesn't  deserve 
to  live”  and  celebrated  the 
fire-bombing  of  his  ear. 

One  of  Atkinson's  close 
friends,  Robin  Gray,  a 3& 
year-old  former  National 
Front  byelection  eanijidatf., 
was  convicted  of  possessing 
tbe  magazine  with  a view  to 
disbibutixig  It.  Sentence  was 
adjourned  for  reports,  the 
judge  warning  that  he  too 
faced  almost  certain  jail. 

Tbe  court  heard  the  pair 
were  arrested  after  police  bat- 
tered down  the  door  of  their 
then  home  In  Fulham,  Mid- 
dlesex, and  found  bozes  fdll  of 
Stormer.  a computer  used  to 
prepare  the  issues,  and  a list 
of  many  of  thmco  who 
it 

“It  maybe'toat'PaxhameDt 
should  look  again  at  the  activ- 
ities of  people  such  as  you 
and  others  like  you  and 
reconsider  whether  the  pres- 
ent wia-rimum  gontenra  jg  suf- 
ficient In  my  vkw  it  is  not” 
tile  judge  said. 

Last  night,  Labour  MP 
Harry  Cohen  ttonarmrod  foe 
21-inontb  sentence  as  deri- 
sory. “It  seems  to  me  tiiat  the 
courts  are  not  taking  vicious 
and  dangarous  radal  abo** 
seriously  enoi^h.” 

Liberal  Democrat  MP 
Simnn  Wnghas  alaa  wilTad  for 
a tougher  for  Atkin- 

son. “deazly  tiiere  will  be 
ptessote  for  the  soitenoe  to 
be  rdeired  to  the  Court  of  Ap- 
pe^  More  invortBUtiy,  In 
this  coming  sessum  of  I^iiia- 
ment  1 am  sure  tiiere  wiH  be 
a widespread  wldi  to  change 
the  law  for  dwiTtng  witii 
very  serious  sort  of  pervert" 


#»i*ftTni|i<inin  Frank  Bmno  and  luB  mother,  Lynette,  who  was  hounded 


‘In  37  years  in  the  legal  profession 
I have  never  eneountered  such 
vile  outpourings  of  hatred  and 
incitement  to  violence’ 

Judge  Geoi^e  Bathursfr-Norman 


Marft  Atiriiwm,ttrf«iiT^»<ntOTiinngn»  Smitb-warte  rmwn  ffonTt  moTooivimpiB«suii£DQNMj>  RobbiGray,  convlcted  of  possessing  the  far  tight  magazine  Stormer,  dtstribirtiQn 


pnze 


'towlna 

vviait  to  tbe  American  Cas- 
sini space  probe  launch,  of- 
fored  this  week  as  a prize  by 
the  BBC  Blue  Peter  tdeviaioa 
programme,  have  found 
themselves  at  the  centre  an 
environmental  row,  writes 
DaxMFatriuM. 

The  Campaign  for  Nuclear 
Disarmament  thinks  Blue 
Peter  should  Instead  encour- 
age young  viewers  to  protest 
against  the  NASA  space 
probe  because  it  will  be 
powered  by  plutonium  on  its 
10  year  "iigsinw  to  explore 


Saturn.  Plutonium  is  a deadly 
substance  that  emits  long- 
lasting  radioactivity. 

Seventy  pounds  cf  pluto- 
nium is  being  usedA^  fad  to 
power  the  spacecxaft’s  gen- 
erator- EnvfronmmxtaUsts  op- 
posing tbe  use  of  nudear  ma- 
terials in  space  fear  the  craft 
could  accidentally  scatter  the 
Tod  as  it  passes  the  earth  at 
43,000  mph  during  a “sling- 
shot” manoeuvre  to  gain 
speed  for  tiie  Ic^  jotmey  to 
Saturn,  even  thou^  it  is  pro- 
grammed to  pass  by  at  a 
height  of  320  miles.  Nasa  is 
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said  to  have  estimated  the 
chances  of  sudi  an  accident  at 
one  in  a million,  but  acknowl- 
edges that  the  risk  cannot  be 
eliminated. 

Tbe  CND  chairman,  Dave 
KiiighL  baa  written  to  Blue 
Peter  askiz^  it  to  ofifor  a dif- 
fierent  prize.  The  conqietition 
will  not  close  until  foe  last  of 
three  questions  are  posed  in 
tofoiy's  programme. 

But  last  oi^  tbe  BBC  said 
the  prize  would  stand.  How- 
ever ’‘Blue  Peter  will  be 
reviewing  all  the  issues  sur- 
rounding the  launch”. 


Mother  denies  removing  tracheotomy  tubes  from  handicapped  child 


A MOTHER  accused  cf  loB- 
ing  her  severely  handi- 
capped dau^ter  told  yester- 
day how  she  found  the  14- 
jzuoth-oU  girl  lying  In  a 
hospital  cot  with  her  breath- 
ing tube  removed,  writes 
DaouiWard. 

Julie  Watts,  31,  told  Man- 
chester crown  court  she  had 
left  her  daughter,  Abl^IL,  for 
less  than  Sour  minutes  while 
she  took  a suitcase  to  her  car 
at  the  R(^  Manchester  chil- 
dren's tac^itaL  Abigail  was 
being  dischaiged  that  day. 
She  retnrned  to  find  her  lying 


on  her  stomach  with  her  head 
to  one  side.  “She  didn’t  look 
zi^t,  she  looked  rea^  still,” 
said  Watts,  who  denies  mur- 
der. 

Tbe  prosecution  alleges 
that  Watts,  a psychiatric 
nurse  Littie  Ktiton,  Bolton, 
Greater  Manchester,  mur- 
dmed  her  dati^iter  in  July 
1995  by  untyl^  the  tapes 
which  h^  the  tube  in  place. 

She  told  Richard  Henzi- 
ques,  defending,  that  she 
recalled  seeing  tiie  tube  lying 
at  tile  bottom  of  tile  bed,  and 
could  not  remember  undoing 


tbe  tapes  bolding  it  in  ^ace. 
*1  really  thought  all  tbe  way 
through  she  was  going  to  get 
better  and  sbe  wasn’t  going  to 
die,"  said  Watts. 

The  juxy  was  told  tiiat  four 
days  later  Abigail  began  hav- 
ing fils  and  died  in  intensive 
care  the  following  week.  She 
had  beoi  bom  with  bnUn 
damage,  a skull  dtihrmity, 
Twaring  and  sl^t  defects,  and 
had  to  breatiie  and  be  fed 
through  tubes. 

Wetts  was  later  questioued 
by  police.  Mr  Henriques 
ask^  “Did  you  know  when 


Fragile  alliance 
will  end  with  poll 


Scotland  will 
soon  return 
to  Its  more 
traditional 
battle  lines 

The  fragile  home 
rule  alliance  bet- 
ween kmistanding 
iKdltieal  enemies  in 
ScoHand  during  the 
referendum  campaign  will 
shatter  over  the  next  few 
weeks  as  parties  return  to  a 
mewe  traditiona]  batlieground. 

With  a bruising  bydecticn 
in  Paisley  likely  at  tbe  sod  of 
Novemb^,  Labour  and. Scot- 
tish National  Party  activl^ 
wsibetakiiigoffthe  ^vesfor 
a contest  caused  by  tbe  suicide 
of  the  popular  Labour  MP. 
Gofdffii  Md4aster,  whidi  will 
blghllgtit  more  aEegatiom  of 
tieaze  and  carmptloa  In  the 
Clydeside  towiL 
But  although  traditionalists 
in  both  parties  ara  reUshh^  a 
fight  the  remarkable  iinifc  gg. 
tebU8bed  betayeen  mme  prag- 
matic rfaman^  fo  SCottish 

labour  and  tbe  SNP  could  wen 
endura.  ’Ihey  seem  to  oyh 

other's  company. 

The  cross-party  umbrella 
group,  Scotland  Forward, 
which  also  embraced  the  Scot- 
tish Liberal  Democrats  and  the 
Scottish  TUC,  proved  so  suc- 
cessful In  tiM  rampaign 
cause  it  united  competing 
interests. 

For  the  first  time  In  more 


Donald  Dewar  ...  his 
appointment  proved  cmdal 

than  70  years,' tbe  home  rule 
movement  — outri^t  nation* 
aJlste  and  ti»te  fevouring  self 
gcrveniment  wltiiln  Britain  — 
buried  many  differences  to 
speak  witti  cos  voica 

Campaigners  were  well 
aware  that  the  iMt  rafeendmn 
in  1979  felled  partly  because 
Labour  emd  the  SNP  were  In 
rival  Yes  groupings  wrnding 
ont  wildly  contzadlctory  sig- 
nals. Labour's  former  Srattish 
secretazy,  Helen  Udddl  now 
Fiimnclal  Secretary  to  the 
IVeasury.  was  adamant  that 
her  parW  could  not  "sou  its 
hands”  with  uatkmallsts. 

Tbis  time  Informal  imw 
were  established  between  both 
parties  after  the  ganaral  ^eo- 
titei  following  a period  of 
buttle  difdomacy  involving 
Scotland  Forward. 


pointment  of  Donald  Dewar  as 
Scottish  Secretary  proved  cm- 

ffuil-  IViA  SMP  te  miarnnnt  tlptf  it 

could  never  have  done  busi- 
ness with  George  Robwtsoo, 
the  firmer  shadow  Scottish 
secretary  (now  Defence  Secre- 
taryX  who  ezpcwted  to  take 
over  at  tbe  Scottish  Office. 
“Rdations  with  foe  r^ime 
WBe  terrilfe,”  said  an  SNP 


Ihe  SNP  lesdersbip,  wfairii 
its^  UseA  stroiDg  oppoeUhm 
from  hardline  nationalists, 
gaM  jt  bad  to  be  . convinced 
there  was  Qo  ”0ass  celLtog”  in 

labour's  fn««awmg  that 

debate  on  indepRidaioe  would 
be  ruled  outside  ttie  ronit  of  a 
ftmzra  Scottish  paiiiamoit 

The  white  pa^  published 
at  ttie  ead  of  Jiuy  duly  deliv- 
ered, and  the  Scottish  Labour 
and  SNP  IwHigrahip  had 
an  historic,  private  meeting  to 
discuss  zefBendum  campaign 

Ales  SaTmtmrf  who  has  act 
voeated  a ragroiiping  of  the 
Scotti^  left  to  embrace  nattoo- 
alist-inclined  radicals,  flret 
had  to  win  over  bis  party's  ^ 
icy-nwWng  national  counciL 
They  overwhelmingly  en- 
dorsed his  plan  on  August  2, 
ahbou^  his  predecessor  as 
party  chairman,  Gordon  Vni- 
soc.  spoke  agBtost  The  deal 
was  that  both  parties 
hedd  separate  press  omfer- 
eoces  under  ttie  Scotland  For- 
ward banner,  hoifo 

hfr  Dewar  anH  Mr  .ealmnivl 

have  appeared  together  on  Yes 
platfonzi& 

Contrary  to  pc^ular 
Labour  is  the  oi^lnal  home 


rule  party.  It  only  ditched  a 
ewnmitment  to  self-govern- 
ment in  the  1920s  vfoen.  it  be- 
came dear  that  a pariiaznest 

tw  fraiW  TT>«>gn  a 

erease  in  tbe  number  cf  Scot- 
tish Labour  MPs  at 
Westminster. 

Nationalism  soon  moved  in 
to  fill  tbe  vacunm,  but  only  be- 
came a separate  political  force 
whai  home  rule  was  rejected 
by  the  main  British  parties. . 

Attempts  at  untty  proved 
fruitless  in  tbe  post-war  years. 
*"nie  longer  Z live,  tbe  more  1 
fed  that  the  lapJr  of  ability  to 
cooperate  Is  tbe  weakest  spot 
efus  Scots,”  one  founds:  of  tbe 
SNP,  Roland  MUiihe^  wrote 
despsuriniSy  in  19S0  an-, 
ottier  botched  attempt  to  ftnn 

p alUanffft  . - 

Twenty-four  years  later, 
wifo  the  SNP  strong  daL 
lenging  Labour  In  ^ heart- 
land of  westcentral  SortlaiMi, 
natimalism  twwwwft  the 
enemy  of  Mr  Dewar,  a rising 
star  In  ttte  party,  and  his  od- 
leagues.  He  radlly  IsfoeDed 
than  “a^aratists”  b^  .en 
braakiiig  up  Brtteln.  By  con- 
trast, the  Scots-  Tories  ap- 
pear^ friendly  rivals  in  the 
bdtfie  to  kei^  Britain  united. 

Now  the  Tories  are  the 
enemy.  Labour  and  the  SNP 
have  been  spesUztg  with  tme 
voice  fbr  the  pa^  moottL  For 
some,  it  is  still  'too  much  to 
bear  — “drinking  with  the 
devil**,  said  one  Labour 
veteran. 

And  in  the  early  hours  of 

this  mnming  fosy  W^  hap- 
pQy  supping  toetther  at  par- 
ties around  Edinburgh. 


being  interviewed  ym  were 
suspected  of  a criminal 
offenoe?*' 

Watts  said:  “Not  at  an,  no.” 
Mr  Henriques:  “You  under- 
stand what  is  being  sug- 
gested, that  before  you  went 
out  you  deUberat^  untied 
(hose  tapes.  Did  you  do  that?” 
*1  certainly  didn't  ’* 

Mr  Hairtques  asked  her  tf 
she  ever  tired  of  caring  for 
Ablgafi.  Watts  said:  “Never.  1 
was  never  tired  of  caring  for 
her  and  if  1 could  have  her 
back  tomorrow  I would  do  the 
same  again.” 


Cross  examining,  Peter 
Openshaw,  QC.  suggested 
that  Watts  was  tbe  per- 
son who  could  have  untied 
thetapes. 

“I  know  I did  not  undo  the 
knots,”  she  said.  ”1  had  no 
reason  to  do  sa” 

Mr  C^>ezishaw  said:  “You 
removed  the  tracheotomy 
tube  fbom  her  windpipe.” 
Watts  sobbed  in  r^dy;  “I 
would  never  do  that  to  Abby.” 
She  told  Mr  Henriques  that 
she  had  no  idea  how  the  tape 
and  tubes  were  removed. 

The  trial  continues  today. 


Five  long  years  of 
vigil  ends  today 


Alison  Daniels  on  a 
mute  protest  that 
began  on  day  after 
the  1 992  election 


historians  chart 
the  path  , of  Scottish 
devolation,  the 
Democracy  for  Scotland  vigil 
at  the  foot  ofEdinbnri^’s  Cal- 
ton  EQD  may  merit  a edouribl 
footnote. 

For  five  years,  a ragtag  of 
“democracy  campaigners’* 
maintained  a vigil,  a mute,; 
low-key  affair-  when  set 
.atongside  pOD  tax  confrmita- 
tions  or  anti-roads  direct 
actioni 

With  its  Uue  and  white  For- 

talrahinj  hannora  anil  saltiZe, 

and  a brazier  to;  winter,  the 
vigil  became  as  much  a part 
(tfthe  Edinburgh  landscape  as 
the  grandiose  symbols  of 
power  nearby  ->  the  austere 
Scottish  Office  building,  toad 
the  Reval  btgh  school  until 
recently  Intmded  to  house 


Supporter  Lewis  Livingston 

nCTUREAAiaOO  MseLSOD 


any  parliament 

Democracy  for  Scotland 
formed  spontaneously  on  the 
day  after  the  Tories*  Section 
victary  oflS92. 

A crowd  of  300  congregated 
outside  the  Scottish  Office  de- 
manding a pariiflwwint  Sq 
Stayed  all  hi^t,  and  the  idea 
was  bom.  Within  a few 
months.  a Portakabin  was 
manned  24  hours  a day  by  vOl- 


unteers,  most  of  fomn  not 
members  of  poUtical  parties. 

Tbe  first  anniversary  saw 
so-called  destiny  marches 
across  Scottaiadte  Edinburgh. 
En  route,  marchers  baited  to 
read  out  the  Dedaratkm  of 

Caltrm  Will 

Thereafter  interest 
dwindled,  leaving  a hard  core 
of  30.  Among  ttie  longest  serv- 
ing is  Lewis  Uriogstoo.  a for^ 
ina'  eoldier  aged  44  who  w»*gh^ 
ktodly  be  described  as  one  cC 
life’s  travelers.  He  pot  in  three 
years,  disappearing  now  and 
then  to  ttie  Borden  or  Spain. 

Others  would  describe 
themseiTes  as  ordinary  citi- 
zens of  Edinburgh.  Office 
worker  Gillian  GnxA  walked 
past  the  vigfi.  at  the  end  of 
1B92.  began  diattfaig.  and  put 
her  name  down  for  shifts. 
She  managwi  LOGO  hours. 

“People  ask  me  what  we 
think  We’ve  achieved,”  she 
said  yesterday.  “By  itself  the 
vigil  hasn’t  probably 
achieved  much,  bto 'it  has 
been  part  of  a wldm:  picture. 
People  have  identified  with  it 
and  anything  that  helps 
shake  pMide  out  cf  being  apa- 
ttiettc  is  a good  thing.” 

Today,  Mr  Uvingstw  will 
pack  his  rucksack  and  head 
for  the  Borders;  Ms  (^ant  will 
lesve  beUnd’  graaaroota  p(^ 
tics;  and  the  Portakabin  will 
be  donated  to  a charity.  Ihe 
saltires  and  slogans,  will  be 
replaced  a soUtajiy  bannite. 

It  will  read,  simply.  Goodbye. 


0 
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Decision  hailed  as  groundbreaking 


=s-' . 


minister 
comes  out 


SkuMtmiiv 
and  MlehMniVMtB 


N6ELA  Eagle,  fbe 
#%  junior  eovlroimient 
minister,  yesterdgy 
^^^^aigwaled  for  her  prl- 
m wac7  to  be  reQ)e(ded 
as  lesbian  campaigners  cele- 
brated bar  arrtvai  as  ^e  first 
“ont”  uroman  MP  in  a 
generation. 

Ms  Eagle,  who  first  spoke 
about  her  long^rm  rdation- 
ship  with  her  female  partner 
In  yesterday's  Independent 
said  the  decision  to  talk 
openly  about  her  private  life 
1^  not  been  easy. 

In  a statement  the  Labour 
MP  for  Wsdlasey  . in  Mersey- 
side. said:  VZn  choosing  to  do 
so,  1 am  .recognising  that 
there  is  some  Intonate  pob- 
lic  interest  in  me' as  a govmn- 
ment  minister.  I hope  a 
proper  balance  can  be  stmck 
between  that  and  my  right  to  i 
a private  life.”  I 

Last  night  IttUan  activists  ' 
and  suppmt  groups  were  her- 
alding  the  revebation  as  a 
groundbreaking.  iUthongh 
tiiete  are  doz^  (rf*  prominent 
gay. men,  campaigners  say 
there  are  few  ixde  models  ibr 
yonng  lesbians. 

Angela  Mas^  director  of 
Stonewall,  said:  “It's  hriOianL 
We  have  always  been  struck 
by  the  nmzdier  of  “OUT  gay 
womoi.  Evei  in  the  wozid 
the  arts,  whidi  yon  ™ight  a- 
pect  to  be  more  tolerant  tiiete 
isa  so  tht«t  win 

setanezanq^”..  _ 

As-g  resnlt  smne  acthri^ 
cast  doubt  on  the  viability  of 
herdedreootto  beaxneailig^ 
urdiead..  'TS  yon  look  at  the 
gay  male  MPs,  they  have  all 
become  ^kespecvle  ca  gay 
rights.”  said  Paul  Cilemaats. 
editor  of  the  Fink  Fsmer.  “I 


give  her  three  mooths  hetae 
she  is  appearing  at  toahtan 
and  gay  events.” 

As  colleagues  eonsQtn- 
ents  voiced  support  for  Ms 
Eagle,  it  emerged  that  Tony 
Blair  had  been  tnfarrrwxi  of 
her  decision  to  cone  out 

A Downing  Street  9okes> 

man  saM  Jast  "«gh»-  If  ^ 
private  matter  but  the  Prime 
Minister  Is  known  to  be  pri- 
vately snppbrtfM.” 

Ms  aaed  31.  eof> 

finned  that  the  party  had 
known  about  her  relatimiship 
when  selecting  her.  She 
sought  to  reassure  consfita- 
enfe  last  night  that  the  revela- 
ticD  would  not  effiwt  her 
work. 

“Although  a new  aspect  of 
my  has  been  ™a«ia  more 
widely  known,  I lame  not 
Changed.”  She  said  she  would 
ziot  appear  at  ftmctions  with 
her  i;w^ar  would 
aim  to  become  a igiclas- 
woman  fiir  lesbians. 

Last  night,  Ms  Eagle’s  twin 
aster.  Maria,  was  elected 

Labonr  MP  for  Liverpool  Gar- 
ton.  voiced  her  support  for 
the  deeialm^  alnng  wlfil  the 
Wallasey  constituency 
Labour  chairman.  Don  ProuL 

He  sakt  “We  already  knew 

I ahnnt  thto  and  T thlnlr  <h^  tuw 

! shown  great . courage.  The 

reaction  has  beat  pretty  good 
so  Car.  niete  are  alwaya  a few 
of  the  old  types  who  will 
moan  about  tt  but  most  people 
win  not  even  bat  an  ey^ld." 

Politicians  on  the  other  ?ddp 
of  the  Honse  took  a similar 
3uew..^  hope  it  does  not  m- 
oaroage-the^iress  to-iir«Bstt- 
gate  her  private  fife,”  said  a 
younger  Tory, ' 

' Cdlleagnes  suspect  that  the 
shrewd  timing  of  Ms  Ea^'s 
announcement,  may  reOect 
to  calcolatiao  that  the  media 
win  he  too  Inhibited  after  tile 


I 

Inquiry  cost  760 jobs 
says  power  generator 

RATIONAL  Awrer  yesterday  claimed  that  mora  than  700 jobs 
had  beentost  because  oftheGoveriimnit'&  Insistence  on  an  IS- 
inmtfa  public  inquiry  into  its  plans  to  bum  orlmulsion, 

The  bitutnen-bosed  liquid  is  taken  fiiom  underground  lakes 
m Venenwla  and  impocted  by  other  generators  In  Burcye. 
Em'irDzmwntallsts<9posedthepn^.ho«ever,8asrixuori- 
mulsim  would  cause  untold  daznage  If  spilled  in  Britain’s 
waterways. 

The  Government  anzuMinced  a public  inquiry  into  National 
Bower's  plans,  which  would  have  created  700  Jobs.  If  given  the 
godhead,  the  plant  in  Pembroke  would  have  been  one  of  the 
biSEttt  in  Euzive.  But  yesterday  the  company  wiihdrew  its 
plans,  blaming tiiedel^  caused  by  the  inqul^.  Its  power 
station  at  MiUbrd  Haven,  which  could  have  be»  convened  to 
take  orimulsioo,  will  remain. 


Young  arsonist  gets  Iff e 

A SCHOOLBOY  arsonist  who  started  mor?  than  isonreswas 
Jailed  for  life  yesteiday  after  doctois  at  the  top  security  Rampton 
hospicdrcAisedmadmft  him.  Darren  Martd^.  IS.  was  t(dd  by 
Judge  John  Ho|gcln  at  Nottingham  crown  court;  “I  regard  you  as 
an  extremely  dancerous  uxUridUBl.'' 

^ said  be  had  hoped  to  send  the  boy  to  Rampton  fur  an 
tndefliuie  pertod  under  the  Mental  H^th  Art . Rampton 

officials  wrote  to  the  court  saying:  *'Ke  is  too  young  ami  immature 
to  be  admined  to  a hospital  of  this  type.” 

Marklew.  cfKirkby.in- Afield.  Nottlnghsmsbire,  pleaded 
gullt>‘ at  a bearing  tn  Fbbniar^' to  settmg  fire  to  an  army  cadet  but. 
He  also  admitted  arson  with  reckless  disregard  for  life  in  netting 
fire  to  a house  where  be  oocc  lived  in  Kirkl^-in-Ashflek],  and 
asked  for  138  other  arson  offences  to  be  conshiered. 


Eyes  down,  males  warned 

THE  Automobile  Aasoclatlon  yesterday  warned  male  mutorlsts 
to  keep  their  eyes  on  the  rood  in  the  lace  of  an  advertising 
campaign  which  will  stiow  a 20ft  billboard  model  in  a little  Mack 
diess,  then  stripped  to  her  limits. ‘Ihe  stritgeA-ie  will  take  placr 
every- few  seconds. 

’Hie  n millto  campaign,  devised  by- Tlvvor  Beattie  for  Pretty 
PoDy  U^ts,  uses  motorised  billboards  featuring  a Spanish  model 
at  sewn  roadside  sites  around  the  country.  11  alsu  includes  4.000 
conventional  posters  shuwing  “befon-*'  and  “aner"  poses. 

An  .\.\  spokesman  sakL  ‘The  first  ttim-  sotnoone  drive.K  inst 
something  like  this,  they  are  obviously  going  to  be  distracted,  but 
they- have  sot  to  be  disciplined  and  ke^  their  eyes  on  the  r^." 


National  police  chief  nanied 

ROY  Penrose,  the  natltmal  conrdinator  of  the  regional  rritne 
squads  ofEo^and  and  Wales,  has  been  appointed  os  the  first 
diiecior  sene^  of  the  National  Crime  Squ.id.  which  will  come 
into  operation  next  year.  John  HamDton.  chlcTconslable  of  Fife 
and  a fonner  RUC  and  Greater  Manchester  poUee  oinrer.  be- 
comes the  iiew  dli«ctor  geitoral  of  the  Natkmal  Criminal  Intel!  i- 
gBice  Service,  relating  Albert  Pacey*  who  is  retiring. 

The  National  Crto  Squad  win  taeUe  crime  atzoss  force, 
regional  and  national  bouBkbries  and  assist  in  the  mvestigaticin 
of  serious  orime.  — DuncanCampbeU 


Aagda  Ea^e:  dedaraUon  by  the  MP  finr  Wallasey  of  a lang-term  leab  Un  relationship  has  ddlghted  gay  campafenen  I Rural  youth  ‘lack  drug  facts’ 


paparard  ucatirovuray  over 
E^incess  Diasa’s  deafiL 
That  view  was  refiected  by 
gay  activists  yesterday.  Pud 
divneiits  added:  ‘TThfi  most 
amazing  thing  is  that  this  Jias 
been  'an-  Ineredibly  palD4kee 
expgricxioe  for  btf*  so  Car.  es- 
pmtoy  considering  tiia  sort 
of  treatment  Chris  Smith 
[CaUnre  Secretary]  received 
when  he  came  out  is  years 


An  enereetlc  MP,  Ms  Ea^ 


Is  respected  on  both  sides,  de- , 
her  tou^  treatment  «f  | 
the  Torfes.  An  Ozfind  gradn- 
Jifp  and  eX-unlm  nfWHnl, 

t»jg  played  criclmt  for  the  ; 

f'-dmmnn*  — annrtxw  f>»Tna1« 

first 

is  not  the  first  woman 
“MP  to  s^  die  W’a  leshlgh. 
Maureen  Colqnhcnzn,  leftwing 
MP  for  Northampton  North 
nntU  to  ddbat  in  1979,  was 
'“oQted”  in  a far  more  rtftzfo- 
ttve  social  dlinate. 


Jan  Bridget,  co-foonder  of 
the  Lesbian  Infixznation.  Ser- 
vice, said-tiie  pressures  on 
women  wwildpring  mmlwg 
out  were  even  greater  than 
those  on  men  because  there 
were  so  few  rede  models.  Les- 
bians were  up  to  five  times 
more  Ilkdy  to  remain  In 
straight  relationships  and 

IQIOTy  than  gay  wH»ft  aha 
said. 

“Her  biggest  ohaUenge  win 
come  firom  the  feet  that  she  is 


unique,”  she  added.  “Nobody 
knows  what  the  reaction  is 
gwigtobeL” 

Actress  Sophie  Ward,  who 
came  out  after  playing  a les- 
bian on  TV,  aaid  laat  night 
she  had  received  tremendous 
support,  despite  living  in  a 
small  community.  "I  think' 
there  is  a gap  betweeu  the 
media  Image  of  being  a les- 
bian and  the  day-today  real- 
ity of  being  gay,”  she  told 
C3i8iuiel4News. 


YOUNGpei^inniralareasaretooembBrrassedtoaBkfar 
Inlbrmation  about  drugs,  a report  puUisbed  yesterday  claims. 
Many  feri  they  are  utode  to  aedc  oat  the  iidbRoation  avaUaUe  in 
their  communities  because  they  would  be  stigmatised,  accotding 
to  the  Hoane  Office  police  research  group. 

The  report’s  authors  claim  that  police.  parMia,  teachers  and 
teenagess  must  work  togetherto  prevent  drug  abuse  in  the 
countryside  lito  survey  focused  on  a four-week  inUMve 
invoking  poto.  parents,  teariMTs  and  young  peo|de  around 
Driffield.  20  miles  fiomHuU. 

YoungpecwileiDtheareasaldltwBslmpoBalldetosedccaafl- 
dento  information  about  drugs  in  the  area,  and  many  said  they 
were  scared  that  they  wendd  be  viewed  as  addicts  sinqdy  by 
asking  for  advte. 


Daggers  drawn  over  dinnertable 


ClaraLoivIgg 

Entertaining  guests 
at  home  can  be  bad  fbr 
your  health,  yonr 
relationship  and  your 
crockery-  A surrey  has 
revealed  that  nmst  dinner 
parties  end  in  tears,  many 
in  brokan  china.. 

As  Sartre  might- have 
saidi  hen  is  othmr  peqple 

condngto  diimur. 

The  survey  shows  -that  a 
quarter  of  dinner  party 
hosts  end  up  throwing 
cooking  implements 
around  the  kitchen.  (How- 
ever, anyone  who  has  done 
tiiifl  knows  it  is  not  neces- 
saxliy  a bad  and  cm 

provide  relief  in  times  of 
tmsLon.) 

Researchers  for  NOP 


spoke  to  800  people  in  the 
Vito  for  an  indght  into 
dinner  party  habits.  Their 
findings-  reveal  a sorry 
state  of  aflUrs  tn-the.coun- 
tT3^  kitchens. 

Mbst  peopte  know  that  a 
dinner  party  semes'  a 
simple  porpoee:  it  is  an  op- 
portuziity  for  the  host  to 
show  oJEThis  <nr  her  cniinazy 
•MTte  awd  their- jnflneatHttl, 

1 fHflwdg- 

I But  acoorting  to  the  SUE- 
j vey,  most  of  tizeso  occasions 
I are  also  hitfily  eflfecflve  In 
exposing  the  cradGS  in. a 
relationship.  . . 

Edward  Albee^s  Who’s 
Allraid  of  ’Wrgjbiia  WoedfT 
pales  into  inMgniticance 
compared  with  the  Utter- 
ness  in  Britain^  sabuitan 
hmnea.  A qnarter  of  all  con- , 
plea  hosting  **»™*»-  paxties  I 


end  up  having  rows  in  firoot 
of  their  guests. 

These  public  arguments 
are  caused  principally  by 
grudges  over  who  will  do 
foe  cooking.  Ihzee  qnar-  j 
ters  of  women  open  foe  | 
door  to  their  gnests  stan-  < 
mtong  with  rage  at  having  : 
been  forced  to  qpend  the 
afterzioon  slaving  over  a 
hot  stove  while  .^irir  hus- 
bands read  the  pnpers. 

Some  men  edmitted  they 
made  things  wocse  by  crltl- 
ciszzig  the  cookhigi 

A third  of  all  rows  be- 
tween couples  mitortalnlng 
feiends 'were  caneed  by  men 
fUzfoog  with  guests.  The 
mounting  hnitsiion  felt  by 
women  who  have  spent  foe 
evening  watching  their 
men  laoghing  too  loudly  at 
other  women's  jokes  fee- 


STAY  IN  TOUCH  • STAY  IN  POCKET 


rrrteCiJll 


osoo 


quently  results  In  violence. 
Thirteen  per  cent  of  cou- 
ples said  their  dizmer  party 
rows  ended  in  violence. 

A quarter  of  women  said 
they  had  thrown  ktteben 
utenrils,  39  per  cent  said 
they  had  stormed  out,  and 
24  per  cent  said  they  had 
simply  gone  to  bed,  leaving 
the  party  to  struggle  on 
without  them. 

The  survey  was  comais- 
rioned  ^ the  Somerfield 
supermarket  chain.  This 
pitiless  eapose  of  Bzttiah 
TnaTTMn»  also  reveals  that 
many  people  buy  ready- 
cooked  meris  and  ten  th^ 
guests  that  they  made  them 

themselves.  Neariy  one  in 
five  hosts  modestly  soaks  up 
praise  for  eooldng  feats 
achieved  by  an  unknown 
chef  in  a dlstont  Actoiy. 


O 

In  the  matter 
of  reaching 
the  1998 
Wbrid  Cup  by 
the  shortest 
route, 

England  now 
have  room  foi 
qualified 
optimism.... 

David  Lacey 
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‘Close  vote’  follows  protest  by  murder  victim’s  parents 


Academy  artists 
back  showing  of 
Hindley  portrait 


DanCUarister 
Arts  Correspondent 


PORTRAIT  of  Moors 

Hindley 

# Iseems  cental  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Royal  Acade- 
my’s Sensation  show  due  to 
Open  nesrt  week. 

At  a closed  meeting  yest^- 
day  of  46  academicians,  artl^- 
members  who  have  the  QniEQ 
say  over  the  running  of  the 
academy,  a nudority  recom- 
mended the  picture  by  Mar- 
cus Harvey  should  stay  in  the 
exhibition,  although  the  vote 
was  thought  to  have  been 
close. 

The  recommendation  will 
pass  to  the  academy’s  council, 
a smaller  body  of  academi- 
cians and  senior  staH;  but  it  is 
unlikely  to  reverse  the  posi- 
tion. The  council  has  previ- 
ously been  In  favour  ^ the 
picture  being  included. 

The  controversy  began 
when  the  parents  of  one  of  the 
children  killed  by  Hindley 
and  her  partner,  Ian  Brady, 
objected  to  the  inclusion  of 
the  lift  by  M portrait  The 
pair  were  convicted  of  mur- 
der and  jailed  ibr  life  in  1966. 

Ihe  portrait  is  a copy  <^the 
famous  black  and  white 
police  photo  issued  after 
Hindley's  arrest  It  is  made 
using  the  imprint  of  a child's 
hand  and  belongs  to  collector 
Charles  SaatdiL 

Yesterday's  general  assem- 
bly was  called  by  academi- 
cians opposed  to  inclusion. 
The  academy's  exhibitions 
secretary,  Norman  Rosenthal, 
watched  proceedings  from  a 
gallery  above. 

One  academician  said:  'T 
saw  the  picture  before  the 


meeting,  and  it  Is  much  worse 
than  1 bad  thought  It  is  a hid- 
eous thli^  I don't  tiling  The 
public  is  goi^  to  1^  it” 
Sensation  is  a coUaboxation 
mtb  Mr  Saatehi,  owno:  of  one 
of  the  most  compreheinslve 
collections  of  contemDorarv 
British  art 

When  the  «rhiWHnn 
announced  in  February,  it 
was  thought  tiiat  the  inicUu- 
slon  oi  artists  such  as 
Hirst  and  Dake  and  Dlnos 
Chapman  would  cause  contro 
versy.  But  it  has  been  the  fu- 
rore over  the  HinAey  portrait 
that  has  most  angered  «onw 

at>artBmi<»iane 

Yesterday's  meeedng,  how- 
ever, Stopp^  short  of  naUIng 
for  a vote  of  censure  of  Mr 
Rosenthal  or  of  the  academy’s 
president  Sir  Hiilip  Dowson. 
Some  academicians  had  de- 
manded their  resignatum. 

The  academy  last  night 
refused  to  make  any  com- 
ment, saying  that  a final  deci- 
sion woiild  not  be  made.untll 
Tuesday,  two  days  before  Sen- 
sation opens  to  the  pnhUr, 

The  exl^ition  maiks  a de- 
parture for  the  academy, 
which  is  fiuned  fia*  its  open 

summer  erhlhlHnn 

Sensation  will  bring  a new 
generation  of  artists  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  acattemy's  pub- 
lic and,  the  academy  h(v>es, 
will  provide  it  with  a com- 
mercial success. 

Last  year  the  academy, 
which  receives  no  public  sub-, 
sidy,  had  a deOctt  of  £715,000. 
It  has  debts  totaUing  more 

than  £2  miTTinn 

Sensation  is  expected  to  at- 
tract 200.000  visitors  between 
next  week  and  December  28, 
paying  a top  admission  ^ce 
of£7. 


Nbrcns  Harvey  with  his  putrait  of  Myra  EBndley,  made  umng  the  impiiiit  of  a child's  hand 


Own-goal  Banks  says  sorry  and  backs  England 


Minister's  history  of  gaffes 


May:  Caught  on  camera  with 
fingers  crossed  during  his 
swearing  of  the  ministerial  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  Queen. 

□ Calls  fcv  one  team  to  repre- 
sent Britain  at  footbafl  instead  of 
separate  home  n^ons. 

□ Causes  forther  controversy 
by  claiming:  “Foreigners  who 
^ay  for  English  dubs  should  be 
eligible  to  play  for  Bigland." 

□ On  Paul  Gascoigne:  “When 
God  gave  him  his  football  talent 
he  took  his  brain  out  at  the  same 
time.’' 


June:  Calls  for  baBroom  danc- 
ing to  be  an  Olympie  sport  Al- 
ready wants  darts  to  be  recog- 
nised as  a sport  rather  tharia 
pesbme. 

Augmb  Argues  th^  the  ^ 
natiorTafanfhbm  shoukfbe^ 
dropped  fromjhebutki-upag 
terriatforial  flxhjTO  becataet 
stirs  up  what  he  called  ag^ps- 
sive'natlonalism. 

Sefrtemben  Asked  abcMJt  Eng- 
land's chances  of  winning,  the 
World  Cup:  "My  feelings  again 
are  that  we  wont" 


Niek  Valley 
and  Wchael  White 


The  Sports  Minister, 
Tony  Banks,  last  ni^t 
apcQoglsed  to  the  In- 
land fans  who  reacted  to 
rfeirris  he  was  fhiling  to  sup- 
port ftie  natfdnal  side  ^ 
booing  him  at  Wembley. 

Alarge section  of  the  crowd 
at  Wednesday's  World  Cup 
qualifier  turned  on  him  — in 
front  of  senior  cabinet  col- 
leagues — as  he  was  pre- 
sented to  the  team,  whose 
chances  of  lifting  the  frophy 


in  France  next  year  he  was 
teported  as  questioning  hours 
eadier. 

Some  shouted  “Judas"  as 
he  met  the  players,  one  of 
whom  Mr  Banks  » who  ad- 
mitted he  was  “deeply  hurt" 
by  the  reaction  — «aid  alw 
appeared  to  have  takeu  his 
comments  to  heart- 

Inst  night'tha  contTov^ial 
minister  said  he  was  sorry, 
hot  stressed  his  original  com- 
ments in  a magazine  inter- 
view had  been  taken  out  of 
context. 

“If  I upset  any  (tf  the  fans  or 
any  of  the  play^.  then  I apol- 


(«ise.  Given  the  press  cover- 
age before  the  game  the  reac- 
tion was  frdily  understand- 
able, but  1 didn’t  enjoy  it  and  I 
stfll  feel  a little  bit  sore  fttat 
what  I said  was  taken  com- 
pletely  .out  of  context 
‘T  repeat  again,  I do  tMnlr 
Brigand  can  win  the  World 
<^op  and  I really,  really  want 
to  see  them  Whi  it  A^umiug 
I’m  stOl  in  frie  job  next  year,  1 
want  to  be  in  Paris  and  see 
Fn gland  winning  the  cup.” 
The  crowd’s  fedObogs  were 
apparently  echoed  by  Ian 
Wright,  to  whom  Banks  spoke 
at  length  on  the  pitch.  "The 


players  were  fine.  David  Sea- 
man was  particulary 
supportive. 

“The  one  chap  who  clearly 
was  showing  some  foding 
was  Ian  Wil^t  and  that’s 
why  X stopped  and  had  a little 
e^ra  word  with  him  because 
he  ' is  one  of  my  fovourlte 
. ■ 

. :^e'S  Jike  me  On  the 

piteh.  He  tends  to  go  for  It 
and  sometimes  he  loses  his 
cool  and  tiiaf  s exactly  what  I 
do  as  a politician.  That's  why 
I stc^pkl  and  had  a little 
word  and  we  parted  as 
friends." 


One  in  five 

adults  on 
bottom  rung 


JohnCarvul 
Bdueodon  Sdnor 


ORE  thaw  6 mil- 
lion Britons  of 
working  age  ' have 
such  low  literacy 
that  they  cannot  in  forms 
or  work  out  stuns,  according 
to  a survey  published  yester- 
day by  the  CMfiee  CbrNathwal 
Statistics. 

About  22  per  coat  oTBritons 
aged  1&65  perfonned  at  the 
bottom  level  of  an  interna- 
tional test  of  ability  to  com- 
prehend written  lnfhitn«*l"" 
Of  seven  other  countries  in 
the  survey,  only  Poland  had  a 
Mghar  proportion  of  under- 
performers. 

However,  Britain  also  had 
17  per  cent  of  adults  at  the  top 
two  levds  of  the  five-band 
scale,  beating  Switzerland. 
Germany  and  the  Nether- 
lands, but  behind  the  United 
States.  Canada  and  Sweden. 
Those  in  the  top  bands  could 
cope  with  specialised  lan- 
guage, dense  texts,  subtle  in- 
ferences. complex  displays  of 
information,  and  streams  of 
sums. 

David  Blunkett,  the  Educa- 
tion and  Bmploymtekt  Secre- 
tary, said  the  r^ndts  showed 
“there  has  been  an  unacc^T 
able  neglect  of  literacy  stan- 
dards for  too  long : . . Nothing 
less  than  a drive  to  make  us  a 
nation  ttf  lil^ong  learners  is 
needed  if  we  are  to  improve 
our  idjace  in  an  ever. more 
competitive  worid." 

The  statistics  office  said  the 
survey,  the  first  using  a 
nation^  random  samide  of 
3,800  working  age  adults, 
comprised  45  tasks  based  on 
15  documents  to  assess  three 
types  of  litefacy:  prose  lltei> 
acy  <ahQity  to  understand 
new^apers  and  passages  of 
fiction),  document  literacy 
(ability  to  use  timetables, 
graphs,  charts  and  forms), 
and  quantitative  literacy 
(al^ty  to  solve  nmihs  prob- 
lems by  picking  out  numbers 
found  in  texts). 

For  all  thi^,  the  propor- 
thm  of  Britons  at  the  lowest 
level  of  performance  was 
hitter  among  the  over45s. 
But  there  was  litfte  dlfiforenoe 
between  the  age  groups  16-25. 
2&%  and  3645.  suggesting 
there  had  been  Uttte  change 
In  educational  attainment 
among  school-leavers  over 
the  last  fow  decades. 

Those  with  lower  lev^  of 


Poor  marks 


AMONG  the  8.4  million 
Britons  proppini!  up  the  in- 
temational  lltaiwcy  scale; 

□ 48  per  cent  need  help 
when  flUlns  out  fomisj 

□ 30  per  cent  need  help  to 
-write  a letter; 

□ 13  per  cent  need  help 
reading  instructions  on 
medidne  bottles: 

□ 73  per  cent  say  they  are 
satisfied  with  their  reading 
and  writing  skills; 

□ 60  per  cent  think  their 
reading  skills  are  good  or 
excellent; 

□.  10  per  cent  think  their 
readh^  skills  are  poor. 
3010X6:  Adult  IMeroQi  in  Brit- 
ain,  Staiionay  Office,  £30. 


education  were  more  Ukely  to 
be  at  tile  lower  literacy  levels, 
but  researehers  found  gradu- 
ates at  the  bottom  level  as 
well  as  people  who  had  top- 
level  sk^  after  having  1^ 
schoefl  early.  There  was  no 
dlfforence  between  literacy  in 
Fngiand  and  Scotland,  but 
Wales  had  fewer  reaching  the 
hipest  level  of  prose  literacy 
— 9 per  cent,  compared  with 
17  per  cent  in  England. 

Working  adults  and  ftiU- 
tlme  -students  were  more 
liltely  to  perform-  at  the  top 
levels  on  an  three  scales.  The 
imampTnypd  .were  twlCe  aS 
likdy  to  show  the  lowest 
level 

Alan  Wells,  director  of  the 
Basic  sjdUa  Agency  which 
eponsored  the  survey,  said  it 
showed  the.  problem  was 
worse  than  had  been  thought 
‘It  st^^ests  we  have  a greater 
number  of  people  with  weak 
reading  skills  than  almost  aU 
of  the  other  Industrialised 
countries  in  the  surv^.” 

He  said  tiiere  should  be  a 
rampflign  to  Improve  adult 
literacy,  “\tithout  it  we  will 
write  off  generations  who 
cannot  benefit  now  from 
more  effective  teaching  in 
sidiools.'' . 

Mr  Biunkett  promised  a 
white  paper  on  lifelong  learn- 
ing before  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  Govenunent’s  literacy 
task  force  is  doe  to  publish  tte 
final  report  next  week,  pro- 
posing a dally,  literacy  hour 
for  an  primary  puipls,  sum- 
mer schools,  rraiedial 
courses  for  18  to  24-year-olds 
lacking  basic  skills. 
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World 
news, 
delivered 
to  your 
door. 


The  Guardian  International  and  the  Observer 
are  both  now  available  by  subscription 
throughout  France. 

This  means  you  can  enjoy  the  Guardian  International's  award  w;n[iing 
journalism  every'  day,  delivered  direct  to  your  home.  Quality  reading  - worid  and 
UK  news,  analysis,  business,  features  and  spoid  - brougiit  to  you.  even,/ 
morning,  at  no  extra  cost. 

The  Obserx'cr  is  the  W'orld  s original  Sunday  newspaper  - over  200  years  old. 
Ever;,'  week,  four  sections  of  top  quality  news,  business,  arts  and  sport,  plus  the 
avv,ard  winning  Life  magazine,  delivered  to  your  door, 

For  mo^e  details  about  rcites  and  our  introductc>ry  offers,,  contact  our 
subscription  agent.  Media  Vitesse,  Metropoie  19.  134  - 140  Rue  d'Auonrv-illiers 
Paris  75019.  telephone  (1  j 40  37  94  94,  fax  (1i  40  37  29  39. 
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The  Observer 

Premier  Newspapers 


The  best  way  to 
stay  in  touch 


According  to  the 
experts  you  should 
read  The  Week 

The  Briti^  daily  and  Sunday  xKw^iapeis . . 
omtain  over  10  miliion  words  a too' 

much  for  any  one  person  to  i^d.  So  bote  does 
oite  fold  the  niost  mteresting  and  entertaining 
things  in  the  press  witiiout  reading  all  die 
papas?  The  answa*  is  simple.  Let  us  do  it  for 
you.  Read  The  We^. 

The  We^  is  a concise,  witty  and  wdl;informed 
digest  which  distils  the  best  of.  the  British  & 
foreign  press  into  just  34  pages  - ideal  for 
busy  people. 

The  is  available  in  all  good  new8ageat& 

Alternatively,  you  can  take  out  a subscription 
today  with  no  risk,  tiianks  to  our  12  week 
money-back  guarantee. 

Complete  the  order  form  and  return  (no  stamp 
required)  to:  The  Wedc,  FREEPOST  (SWB  26), 
Bristol  BS12QBQ. 
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New  union 
deal  for  men 
at  dome  site 


SMimaslIRbie 
Labour  Editor 


THERB  is  to  1)9  a per- 
xnans&t  memorial 
gardea  nest  to  the 

Millgnnjnm  Tinimo  (g 

commemorate  the  large  num> 
bers  of  woricers  kin«»rt  or  in- 
jUred  in  industrial  aowittorto^ 
on  the  site  when  it  was  a gas 
and  bitumen  plant,  Peter 
Mandelson.  the  Minister 
without  Portfolio,  has 
announced. 

He  also  said  *>»»<•  workers 
building  the  dome  would  be 
covered  by  a oompcehenstve 
“new  unionism"  agi-pamant 
— fatftiwiUTig  TTnirtw  recog- 
nition. best-practice  safhty 
procedures  and  staff  fac  Ci- 
ties, and  a disputes 
procedure. 

Coming  in  the  wake  of  Tony 
Blair's  challenge  to  the  TOC 
to  fcdlow  Labour's 
and  modernise,  the  agree- 
ment will  apply  to  all  the 
odd  contracts  for  tha  dome, 
and  (^krs  a model  of  die  kind 
of  recognition  agremnents  the  . 
Government  wants  to 
encourage.  - 

Earlier  tlw  year,  construc- 
tion unions  threatened , 
strikes  at  the  dmne,-  along 
mth  other  high  prestige  pro- 
jects, as  part  o£  an  indnsoy- 
wide  pay  dispute,  which  has 
since  been  seUed.  Now  a five- 
stage  disputes  procedure  is 
espected  to  make  industrial 
action  unlikely. 

‘This  is  ^jew  unionism'  in 
practice,'*  Mr  Mandelson  toM 
the  Guardian.  "The  agree- 
ment is  an  excellent  example 
of  best  pract^  in  industrial 
relations.  Iliis  is  a sensible, 
forward-looking  partnership 
approach,  with  the  unions 


giving  their  garniHiiuuHt  to 
the  proiect.as  pert  of  file  rae- 
ogoffion  agDeematt.'’ 

deaL  sismd  between 
McAlpm^ladng,  th^  site  coo- 

SUrUCti^a  ■»«<  fnm 

unions  — Deatt,  th»  hntMmy 
wQrkets’  nwton  th*-  Trans- 
port and  General  Woricers’ 
Union,  the  GMB  general 
union,  and  the  Amal^mated 
Engineering  and  Electrical 
Union  — win  cover  the  %000 
coQstructkm  worlmrs  to  be 
employed  on  the  site,  as  wdL 
as  staff  for  all  future 
contractors. 

Ihe  dedsfoD  to  oeate  a me- 
morial garden  oin  the 
site  in  Grceawldi  in  sonfli- 
east  Tiondon,  follows  an  ap- 
proach to  bfr  Manddson  by 
the  GMB  leader,  John  Ed- 
monds. In  the  early  i970s, 
when  the  ^s  anH  hwiitnaw 
works  on  the  site  was  eHO  op- 
erating, he  was  the  local  offl- 
cial  representing  its  waters. 

English  Partnerships, 

I which  owns  the  lanrf  has 
agreed  the  garden  win  be  pro- 
tected in  perpetuity  as  what 
Mr  Mandelson  called  a ‘Iper- 
maneot  tribute  to  the  lives  cf 
those  who  tragically  died". 

Respiratory  disease  was 
rampant  on  the  site.  There 
was  also  an  epidemic  of  skin 
cancers,  which  workers  were 
encours^ed  by  managers  to 
can  "tar  warts",  caused  by  bt 

Mr  Edmmdg  said  he  hoped 
the  health  and  safety  arrange- 
ments at  the  dome  would 
"herald  a new  era  of  safer 
working,  and  the  memo- 
rial garden  would  remind 
people  of  the  dangers  suffered 
by  workers  across  Britain 
over  the  years  — sadly  there 
were  stm  more  than  300  kQled 
at  wo-k  in  2096". 


Student  mags  have  the  edge 
on  student  rags,  say  judges 


John  Carvel 
Ectacation  Effltor 

^PHE  cutting  edge  ctf* student 

I Journalism  has  shifted 
fitRu  newspapers  to  maga- 
zines, the  judges  of  the 
ian/National  Union  of  Stu- 
dents mpdia  awards  agreed 
yesterday  when  rhnnwing  thtu 
yea's ShortlisLv. • 

They  were  excited  by  the 
o^izuAity.  style  and  humour 
of  fite  magazines,  which  ap- 
pear to  be  showing  more 
verve  than  the  longer-estab- 
lished university  tabloids. 

However,  student  news- 
papers should  be  praised  for 
foe  way  they  bandied  the  gesi- 
eral  dection.  heipfng  to  in- 
crease the  student  bnmout 
with -substantial  pre-election 
coverage  and  senrihle  report- 
ing on  local  candidates,  said 
the  judges,  who  included 
Mark  Frith,  editor  of  Sk^ 
Rankin,  creative  director  of 
Dazed  and  Confused;  and 
Louise  Chunn.  foatures  direc- 
tor <ffVoga& 

The  winners  will  be  an- 
nounced during  the  NU5  stu- 


dent media  conference  In 
"XxmUrm  rtn  October  25.  The 
entries  shortlisted  are: 

SMaM  ««  Mm  VWn 

LMdi  tarfrt  (Laadi  ItaMpoUnn  irnlMar- 
»tty/l  — rti  laihiataMy):  London  Studaot 
(London  auheialtil;  MVncaatfa  Sudan 
OMnaralV  n Nontambrla  al  HUii  eaalafc 
PWo  (UntwiSy  d CanM  LamssMrsi 
Tha  snn  (St  Xodran  -ladvarilM  Onr 
RiqnW  (CarcH  onhainM. 

SMaW  ItogMta  af  Wa  y«an 
No  tong  Wq>^  (Nm>  CoHoga  rijilatin  Q. 
ni^  lUgrttna  Manrtiaifai  lUauiiuWwi 
wdMdejr):  Tin  raiia  Shiwnc  nennfey): 
inaWnam  (WaaUMBr  wVwraR|i};  Un- 
dngnd  (nuMrVUai  untaame}- 
auBUni  UnurtM- ar  Ou  TaM 

Md(  Baiiiinai  CSobl  Lancadar  wdvaol- 
trti  Laura  Oadd  (Laada  tUdart):  LMsH 
tulnwipod  (UanointaB.  UandraaUr 
waraNy}:  Andy  KdSi  (Laadi  Sudan);  nma 
Miaw  ISfielL  Raadbu  imNsraRr):  Oa«W 
Smmi  (uiMi  SManO:  Gaain  TTumpaon 
(VMon  Humnnyar.  York  uiUnalv). 


Ouncan  WWiaai  Cmlar  (TirllBie.  OarVjr . 
inNaialM;  Naf)  ODekbig  (TSa  Sowka. 
WdaUiUMr  uerarany):  Alamndia  Mbbta 
OjaadieuflaaO;  Wan  Mute  ILaa^SU- 
dam);  Sam  RtebaiW  (Ooncrata.  UnmvRi 
ol  Eaal  AnoBM  OnrWM  WUlaanoa  (loiw 
dan  SUrianL  Imdnn  nilaaraey). 


ToaiSha* 
SIrapMfl 
dra  von 

inlaaiiltii 

Manehaal 


Gat  Knottad  (SOttonMitra  imharamr): 
london  Saidam  (London  unlitaraM;  FWp 
Ma^na  (UanaMalv  Maliiiiiiiliaii  oS- 
varaity);  Undergrad  (Tliamaa  Villay 
Univarally). 
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IF  THIS  WAS 
USED 

NUCLEAR  FUEL, 
WE  COULD 
MAKE  IT  BURN 
AGAIN. 


T',.' 

-J--V 


Suppose  you  could  take  the  ashes 
of  X used  matchstick  and  somehow 
nun  them  back  mco  a new  matchstick, 
to  burn  again. ' 

You’d  be  bnrniDg  die  same  fh^  thus 
increasing  the  life  of  your  fuel  reserves. 

And  suppose  (hat  when  you  did 
this,  97%  of  the  ashes  could  somehow 
be  used  to  make  the  new  matchsticks. 

At  BNFL.  this  is  precisely  what  we 

do  with  nudear  fad.  Because  xBStewi  of 
sondiovs  have  know^jtow. ' ■ 

■ At  onr  Thorp  recyeling  plant  at 
<aniinfiBld,  used  uranium,  fuel  chat  has 


been  burned  in  reactore  arriTcs  in  huge 
shielded  steel  flasks. 

The  used  fuel  assemblies  - bundles 
of  fuel  rods  constructed  rather  like  a 
packet  of  spaghetti  - are  taken  apart 
behind  concrete  walls  and  the  metal- 
dad  Aid  rods  arc  then  chopped  up  and 
dissol^d  in  nitric  add. 

Using  simple  chemistry,  we  produce 
pure  oxides.  Uranium  oxide  can  then 
be  imidc  into  fresh  nuclear  fuel. 

Plutonium  oxide  can  be  combined 
with  the  uranium  to  produce  Mixed 
Oxide,  or  MOX  fuel.  In  this  way,  97% 


of  what  would  otherwise  be  high-level 
waste  can  be  used  to  make  new  fuel 
capable  of  IxHng  burnt  again.  - just  as 
miraculous  as  turning  back  into 
matches.  (Of  the  3%  left  over  as  waste, 
most  is  encased  in  concrete  and  steel  or 
turned  to  glass.) 

This  technology,  developed  and 
perfected  by  BNFL,  has  already 
secured  orders  worth  over  ,£12  billion 
from  UK.  and  overseas  customers. 

BNFL  is  a world  leader  in  nuclear 
fuel  manufaemring  technology,  the 
management  of  nuclear  waste  and  the 


decommissioning  of  redundant  plants 
- work  that  provides  thousands  of 
skilled  jobs. 

To  learn  more  about  what  we  do,  and 
how  we  do  it,  come  and  see  us  at  the 
ScUafield  Visitors  Centre  in  Cumbria, 
or  write  to:  Corporate  Comraunicatioiis, 
BNFL,  Rislcy,  Warrington,  Cheshire 
W.^  6AS  or  visi(  us  at  wwwBNFL.com 


BNFL 
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More 
freedom 
for  free 


Free  Motorist  Kit 
«RF  £64.97 


whenyoubitya 
Motoraki  dl60  and 
connect  to  CeUnet, 

price  £9.99* 

plus  connection  fee  £35 


• up  to  75  hours 
Standby 

> up  to  250  minutes 
Talktime 

• Motorist  ICt  includes 
personal  hands-free 
adaptor,  cigar  lighter 
adaptor,  handset 
cradle 


moTonoLA 


. . .free 


Free  Travel  Pack 
& Battery 
vtsp  £59.98 


when  you  buy  a 
Motorola  8700 
andconnectto 
Ceilnet, 

p^ice  £29.99* 

plus  connection  fee  £35 

• up  to  60  hours 
Standby 

• up  to  180  minutes 
Talkb'me 


Morofvoui 


. . .free. 


FreeF 
vsp  £22.00 

when  you  buy 
any  Motorola 
mobile 
and  connect 
to  Celine^ 


Qtler  ends  27th  September  1997  while  slods  lest 


Save  £30 

yn 

Hi 

Motorola  SlimLite 

• Up  to  45  hours  Standby  1 

• up  to  130  minutes  Talktime 

only£49.99* 

plus  connection  fee  £35 

(M)  MOTOROLA 

*When  you  subscribe  to  a new  12  month  airtime 
agreement  with  Call  Connections  Ltd,  eg.  Oi^ional  Caller  Plus 
£17.50  per  month  by  direct  debit. 

Subject  to  status.  Please  ask  for  details. 


Until  27th  September,  we’ve  got  a 
range  of  great  free  offers  on  accessory 
packs  when  you  buy  selected  Motorola 
mobile  phones  and  connect  to  Ceilnet. 
We'd  also  throw  in  an  ’Equator'  Travel 
Bag,  free  of  charge.  . . : 


„;r 


BT 


From  tether  to  son . . . Menswear  designer  Paul  Smith,  a native  of  Nottingham,  yesterday  imveiled  a plagoe  at  the  Nytingham ^ 

BoTUne  (1834-191  g).  Mr  HtnaaTfa  iraaw  phnhr^grapii«tr,nTi  iriterftirt  thatwas  given  faimbyhis  tether.  EC^id.  aged  94.  Seen  With  himatthcBoiiniehonsePHOTooRAPH-oAviDauRWEB 

Truckers  threaten  walkout 


TUC  IN  BRIGHTON:  Forri 
drivers’  breakaway  union 
locked  in  recruitment  row 


MAiOurEcnar 


The  .I£ADER  of  300 
lorry  drivers  -at 
Ford’s  Dagenham 
plant  in  Essex 
accused  of  operat- 
^ a racist  recrnibnent  pol- 
icy yesterday  daimed  tee 
Transport  and  General  Wors- 
en' Union  was  preparing  to 
use  ’’scab”  labour  to  break 
tee  truckers'  power. 

David  Hifsiabottoni,  gen- 
eral secretary  of  the  small 
United  Road  Transport  Union 
(URTU)  — which  sagned  up 
the  drivera  after  they  tell  out 
with  the  TGWU  over  new 
recruitment  procedures  — 
confirmed  ttiat  the  union  is 
set  to  authorise  a strike  ballot 

of  tiw  Tlaganham  drivers 

Sunday. 

Action  by  the  truck  fleet 
could  halt  Ford's  entire  Brit- 
ite  operation  In  a matter 
hours,  and  hit  continental 
production.  The  trigger  is 
Ford's  refusal  to  reeogntee 
URTU  as  the  drivers’  repre- 
sentative. It  fbUows  a nding 
by  the  Trades  Union  Congress 


under  anti-poaching  agree- 
ments that  URTU  should 
witedraw  tee  Ford  drivers' 
membership  and  pay  the 
TGWU  £86JXX)  compensation. 

FcNTd  dismuised  as  “speadaH 
tion"  reports  that  it  had  ap^ 
proached  the  haulage  firm 
TNT,  which  is  TGWU-orga- 
nised,  to  take  over  the  in- 
house  truck  fleet's  work  if  the 
drivers  walk  ooL 

Mr  Higginbottom  said  at 
the  TUC  in  Brighttm  yester- 
day that  TNT  drivers  would 
he  "outraged  that  they  are 
about  to  be  used  as  scab 
labour  in  a dispute  they've 
got  nothing  to  do  with” . 

He  added  that  URTU  is  con- 
sidering nhaHmging  is  the 
Hi^  Court  the  TUC's  ruling 
against  URTU,  and  that  it 
may  leave  tee  TUC  in  protest 

Bill  Morris,  the  TGWU 
leader,  denied  tee  union  was 
GoU^Torating  with  Ford  over 
’’outsourcing”  tee  truck  fleet 
work,  but  said  it  would  insist 
on  teir  recruitment  proce- 
dures agreed  with  the  com- 
pai^  last  January.  This  was 
in  s^tlement  of  a racial  dis- 
erimination  case  brouiht  by 
the  TGWU  against  Ford  on  he- 


Cucumber  test 
for  (dirty  beach 


DawM«tard 


Free/ -v/f.  OsiHi  400  004 


F YOU  find  a brightly 
painted  cucumber  on  tee 
bearii  at  Blackpool,  please 
do  not  eat  it  make  salacious 
jokes  about  it  or  chuck  tt  in 
the  bln.  instead,  hang  on  to  it 
and  contact  tee  Environment 
Agency  pronto. 

Glowing  cucumbers  are  the 
latest  weapons  to  be  deployed 
in  the  battle  to  clean  up  the 
water  off  the  North's  leading 
resort  and  500  of  them  will  set 
sail  next  week  on  a voyage  of 
discovery. 

During  the  August  bank 
boUday  weekend,  sheep  drop- 
pings  were  again  found 
among  the  de^  diairs  and 
sandcastles  below  the  Golden 
Mile.  As  no  sheep  grase  on 
either  of  Blackpool’s  shores, 
scientists  with  the  Environ- 
ment  Agency  concluded  that 
the  ocrement  had  floated  in. 

One  theory  is  that  it  may 
have  been  deposited  by  sheep 
grazing  on  the  south  side 
the  Kibble  estuazy  and  was 
carried  north  by  tiie  tide. 


As  the  scientists  pondered 
how  to  test  tee  tbeo^,  some- 
one seems  to  have  shouted 
“cucumbers"  the  way  Archi- 
medes shouted  ’’Eureka.i'' 

Which  is  why  600  encum- 
bers were  yesterday  painted 
in  a warehouse  In.  Warring- 
ton, Cheshire,  in  shades  dl 
Gold  Cup,  l^Tppy,  Re^t,  Ve- 
rona and  Lily  White. 

But  why  cucumbers?  ”lf  we 
used  plas&  floats,  and  they 
were  carried  out  to  sea  In- 
stead of  landing  on  the  beach, 
they  could  be  around  in  the 
environment  for  years  to 
come,”  explained  an  Environ- 
ment Ag«£cy  spokesnan. 

“Courgettes  are  a bit  small. 
And  a tettuce  wouldn’t  stand 
a chance.  Cucumbers  float 
w^  ate  tough,  have  waxy 
skins  and  are  biodegradable. 

"They  will  be  stand-ins  for 
the  sheep  droppings.  We  drop 
them  in  where  we  think  the 
droppings  are  cmning  from 
and  teen  see  where  the  tide 
deposits  them.  Cucumbers 
don't  look  much  like  sh^ 
droK^ings  but  peas,  which  do, 
would  be  dlfifleult  to  controL" 


Dentist  cleared  of  sex  offences 


A DENTIST  was  yesterday 
cleared  of  indeceotly  as- 
saulting female  patients  as 
they  lay  in  his  surgery  chair. 

A jury  at  Kingston  crown 
court  found  Mark  Ihaper, 
aged  87,  of  Camden  Town, 
north  London,  not  guiUy  on 
seven  charges  but  failed  to 
reach  verdicts  on  five  others. 


The  Jud^  entered  formal  not 
gulltir  verdicts. 

It  was  the  second  trial  over 
tlm  alleged  a«sauitg_  Draper 
appeared  in  June  facing  15 
counts  ^ indecently  assault- 
ing women.  Ite  was  acquitted 
of  two  charges,  but  no  verdict 
was  reached  on  the  others, 
and  a retrial  was  ordered. 


half  cf  seven  Aslan  and  Afro- 
Carfbbean  Dagenham  work- 
ers turned  down  fbr  jobs  in 
flietrudklleel 

FcHTd  paid  out  mote  than 
£70,000  compensation  and 
agreed  to  tntrodnee  an  inde- 
pendent assessor  into  trade 
recTuiinient,  whidi  harf 
previously  been  mntr-nnpri  i^y 
senior  diteets. 

About  45  per  cent  of  Ford 
production  workers  at  Dagen- 
ham are  from  ethnic  minor- 
ities. but  they  account  for 
only  L8  per  cent  of  the  cov- 
eted 300  drivers'  jobs.  Annual 
pay  for  truck  fleet  drivers  is 
about  £32,000,  compared  to 
£16,000  for  shopfioor  workers. 

Last  year,  the  tribunal 
heard  that  two  trui^  fleet 
driving  assessors  bad  been 
beard  saying  it  was  not  teeir 
&ult  Pakls  can’t  drive". 

• John  Edmonds,  general 
secretary  of  the  GMB  general 
union,  was  last  night  dected 
president  of  the  TUC.  Mr  Ed- 
monds, S3,  earlier  tills  week 
clashed  witix  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter over  the  merits  of  a ’flexi- 
ble" labour  market  He  fought 
Udwur’s  plans  for  onemem- 
ber-ooe-vote  in  1993. 


Ford’s  plant  in  Dagenham,  Essex,  facing  strike  action  by  trackers  photograpk  kippa  MArmews 
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Limited  savings  offer.  Don’t,  miss  this  savings  oppereuniq^. 
The  dosing  date  is  30  September  1997.  But  we  may  have 
CO  withdraw  it  earlier  if  demand  exceeds  funds  allocaced. 

No  risk.  Yonr  money  is  safe.  No  deduedonr  guarantee 
CO  return  your  on^hal  sum  in  full,  plus  your  incerest. 

Choose  vdien  your  interest  is  paid..YMi  spedfy  nhedber  you 
want  your  interest  annual^  or  monihly. 


Long-term  rates  on  short-term  deposits.  Minimum  deposit 
j^OO.  Invest  for  two  yeais  and  cam  720%  gross  p^*  Invest 
fbr  one  and  earn  6.90%  groa  pa.*  Guaranteed.  - 

Please  apply  before  30  September  1997.  7b  rcqi^  your 
mfocmadon  padc.sbnply  call  0900  933  S27  quoting  refeienee 
HDG228  away.  But  {dcase  don’t  ibtgec,  your  applicatipn 
fiw  teh  limimd  ofier  muse  reach  us  by  30  September  1W7  at 
■tee  very  latest 


0800  833  527 


Baiik 

^ kwcR  coies  ik>  noc  Btke  bm  aocounc  deduedoB  of  maxne  OK  tt  die  kmw  me,  Uendk  Bwk  Pb  ■ MiKertd  ei  BAshnd  iw  20sr. 

Regtaeed  offiec  71  Sbw^  London  BOP  3B£  Uoy*  Bmk  1%  •*  «e*bw  of  ite  OiduJHwm  Scheme  tiirf  * w d«  baiAa^  Code. 
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Who  pays  the  piper  decides  the  news 
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Moscow  reporters  can  write  what  they  like  if  media 
owners  like  what  they  write,  says  James  Meek 


The  bankers  put 

their  intentions  dd.- 
icatdy,  recalled  An- 
atoly Kostyukov. 
Only  as  the  journal- 
ists were  about  to  away 
ttielr  new^papw  to  the  emis- 
saries bom  Bank  Imperial  did 
they  realise  what  the  new 

owners  bad  is  mind. 

'‘They  never  said  directly 
that  they’d  strictly  control 
every  step  we  took,”  he  ex- 
plained. *"ni^  just  aaiH-  It 
wouldn’t  be  a bad  idea  if  llie 
patriotic  of  the 

paper  could  be  teinlbrced  a 
bit.  You  know,  most  news- 
papers are  under  the  Jewish 
bankers  and.  In  such  condi- 
tions, who  is  going  to  further 


the  interests  of  our  brother 
Slavs?”’ 

Mr  Kostyukov,  deputy  edi- 
tw  of  the  weekly  Obshchaya 
Gezeta.  draws  little  satts&u- 
tion  bom  his  paper’s  refusal 
to  sell  out  to  the  bankers. 

As  with  most  so-called  inde- 
pendent — that  is,  non-gov- 
ernment — media  outlets  in 
post-communist  Russia,  Obs- 
chaya  Gazeta’s  journalists 
have  exchanged  the  censor- 
ship of  Soviet  timaa  for  hsavy- 
handed  pressure  from  rich 
new  patzims  on  whose  hand- 
outs they  depend. 

Lest  month  the  paper  was 
obliged  by  one  of  its  sponsors 
to  carry  an  anonymous  front- 
page artide  vrtudi,  in  the  best 


of  Soviet  traditions,  accused  a 
faction  In  the  government  of 
trying  to  become  dictators. 

Asked  wtay  they  had  run 
the  piece,  Mr  Kostyukov 

joked:  "Orders  from  the  cen- 
tral committee/'  rribnlag  to 
the  supreme  power  In  the  fbr- 
mer  S^et  Union. 

Low  cover  prices  and  ad- 
vertising revenues  mean 
most  newspapers  are  loas- 
makers.  Yet  one  by  one,  news- 
papers have  been  bou^t  up 
by  Russian  financiers.  They 
have  done  so  less  to  promote 
partlcalar  riewpoints  than  to 
be  able  to  trash  business 
rivals  and  to  press  the  gov- 
ernment for  fhvours. 

One  of  the  most  poweifbl 


and  ambitious  of  Russia's  fi- 
nancier-industrialists. Vladi- 
mir Potanin  of  Unezlmbank- 
MFK,  has  alreai^  left  his 
stamp  on  two  big  Russian 
(«pers  left  over  from  Soviet 
times  — bvestiya  and  Komso 
molskaya  Pravda  — in  which 
he  baa  bought  stakes. 

nUs  week  he  exj^ded  his 
media  empire  tiy  launching 
another  broadsheet  daily,  the 
Russky  Telegraph. 

In  its  opening  broadside, 
the  paper  cried  out  against  a 

"deflcU  of  respectabili^"  in 
the  media.  "In  the  whole  of 
Russia  thm  Is  not  one  daily 
publication  which  would 
even  vaguely  correspond  to 
the  Western  understanding  of 
a solid  newspaper,’’  said  a 
fixmt-page  editoriaL 
Yet  what  was  striking 
about  the  first  edition  of 
Russky  l^Legraph  was  hs 


similarity  to  the  (dutch  of 
other  loss-making,  small-cir- 
culation broadsheets  run  by 
rival  tycoons.  In  a country  ct 
142  wnum  each  of  these 
broadsheets  is  read  by  a nar- 
row group  of  less  than  500, OCX) 
people  living  mainly  within 
Moaeow's  ring  road. 

’"Hus  RusslQr  Ttiegraph  is 
designed  to  be  a newspaper  of 
Influence  for  a narrow  politi- 
cal business  elite," 

Mr  Kostyukov.  “Bvenrthlng 
is  aimed  at  inDuencing  them. 

Everyone  is  aiming  for  the 
same  readers." 

Mr  Potanin  is  a long  way 
from  eatrhing  up  with  hiS 
ehW  rivals,  the  presidential 
security  council  aide  and 
tycoon  Boris  Bereiovsl^,  and 
the  media  magnate  and 
banker  Vladimir  Gusinaky. 

Although  he  insists  that  he 
put  his  shares  in  a Minrt 


Russia’s  media  moguls 


Boris  Bweamwsky— ORT  TV,  TV-6  and  ihe  new^>te}er  Nezsvisi' 

mayaGazeta. 

VladMr  Qusinelqr  — MTV,  Echo  Moakvy  redo  and  the  news- 
paper Sevodnya. 

YuriLwdikov — TV-Tsentr. 

VMinitr  Potanin  the  newspapers  Komsomolsk^  Pravda. 
Russky  Telegraph  and  (with  Vngft  Alefcpmwv)  hvestiya. 
Alexander  Smolensky—  the  paper  Oommersant  D^. 
Connmmiate  ^ Sovietskaya  Ro^iya. 
teawemnient — Rossiskeya  (aazeta. 
kidependent— Moskovslv  Komsomolets. 
rrmiilTinllel  eilminn*‘nt11i 


trust  while  he  holds  state 
office.  Mr  Berezovsky  is  be- 
lieved to  retain  effective  con- 
trol over  two  TV  channels 


and  one  dally  newspaper, 
Nezavisimaya  (3azeta. 

ffis  current  ally  Mr  Gu- 
ainsky  — the  otb^  "Jewish 


banker"  ominously  referred 
to  — runs  annthpr  national 
television  phannei,  NTV,  a 
satellite  television  network 
and  Sevodnya  newspaper. 

'nie  one  thing  nnltlng  m06t 
Russian  media,  state  and  pri- 
vately-owned — the  main  ex- 


cqrtion  being  the  communist 
Scwiet^ya  Rossiya  — is  that 
it  shies  away  frcmi  criticism 
of  the  real  centre  of  power  in 
the  country,  Boris  Yeltsin. 

Instead  ct  the  lopsided  pro- 
motiOB  of  parties  and  their 
policies  which  affects  the 
British  press,  the  Russian 
media  refiects  a growii^  con- 
sensus among  the  dite  in 
favour  of  patriotic,  oligarchic 
capitalism,  where  debate  cen- 
tres on  which  banker  gets 
what  probity. 

Brave;  intelligent  invest^a- 

tlve  reporting  can  still  be 
found  in  the  Russian  press 
but  it  comes  at  the  price  ai 
heavy  political  compromise. 

“There  used  to  be  ideok^- 
cal  controL  Now  it’s  por^ 
the  interests  of  clans  and  dif- 
ferent groups,”  said  Mr  Kos- 
tyukov. "The  interests  of 
business." 
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Apart  from  the  turtle  dove  (ri^t),  the  Italian  hunters  shoot  even  more  strictly  protected  species  such  as  the  curlew 
(above)  and  ferm^nons  duck  m<m)QfMms:CMvi>AroKKnEURnYMKMiarRiR.xcBi.£wrTT 


Hunters  become 
the  hunted  as 
Hungary  gets 
tough  with  trigger 
happy  tourists 


After  years  of  turning  a blind  eye,  park 
rangers  and  police  are  finally  pouncing  on 
Italian  parties  who  travel  to  neighbouring 
countries  to  shoot  birds,  often  protected 
species,  in  their  thousands. 

Nick  Thorpe  reports  from  Budapest 


The  rangers  from  the 
Elskunsag  National 
Park  watched  the  Ital- 
ian hunters  Qtrosgfa  binoo- 
ulars.  There  was  no  sound 
at  except  fbr  tbe  mur- 
mur of  the  hunters’  voices, 
and  the  rain  along  the 
shores  of  the  Szelidl  lake. 

Then  the  shooting 
started,  nodes  of  startled 
birds  rose  noisily  into  the 
air  as  the  eight  hunters 
blasted  away  and  birds 
started  hitting  the  ground. 
Thmi  the  rangers  moved  in. 

*>nie  Italians  were  very 
snr^sed  to  Me  as»  as  were 
^xeir  Hungarian  compan- 
ioxts,”  said  Gabor  Wnndic, 

one  of  the  a rangers. 

loiew  very  well  what  they 

were  shooting." .. 

They  bad  begged  35  turtle 
. a protected 

The  photographs  will  he 
piesented  at  the  hear^ 
iext  Tuesday  of  one  of  ^ 

first  legal  actions  brought 
agatest  those  who  shoot 


i 


proteema  ape™/" 

S.  There  will  also  he  ^ 
of  the  185  other  turtle 
doves  shot  the 

iSeSSJ-ftothek^ 

of  vriiicb  the  hunten  could 
of  turning  a 


awrf  police  were  carefoUy 
prepared  for  the  start  of  the 
hxndlDg  season.  Ihroagbout 
file  country,  woridug  on  in- 
formation supplied  by  ocni- 
thologi™!  societies  and.  In 
rare  cases,  Hungarian  hunt- 
ers, they  began  raiding 

hT»nHT»gpflrH^ 

In  the  past  fortnight  they 
have  caught  three  groups. 
Apart  from  protected 
species  like  the  turtle  dove, 
they  had  prej^  on  more 
strictly  protected  birds, 
infflniHng  the  ierruginems 
dnd£  and  tbe  cnrl^. 


gazy.  but  in  Romania  and  in 
the  former 'Yugoslavia,  they 
km  everything  and  fry  to 
tate  the  trophies  out." 

Ms  Bodies  said  that,  with 
the  migrating  season  start- 
ing, the  itaiiawg  sometimes 
use  methods  banned  by  the 
Berne  wildlife  convention, 
such  as  spreading  out  a 
reflecting  sheet  which 
looks  like  water  to  — and 
attracts  — migrating  larks. 
One  Italian  was  caught  by 
the  Hungarians  a year  ago 
with  4,000  lailcs.  This  year 
the  Slovenian  authorities 


‘Not  only  in  Hungary,  but  in  Romania  and 
former  Yugoslavia,  they  kill  everything 
and  try  to  take  the  trophies  out* 


Wnwgariaw  cttstoms  Offi- 
cers have  been  trained  to 
zect^iiilse  the  birds.  At  the 
border  with  Slovenia  and 
Croatia,  they  found  hun- 
dreds of  dead  Quail  and  al^- 
lazks  in  one  week  — all 
shot  by  Italians  in  Romania 
andSerbiA 

*Tm  not  saying  that  all 
Italian  hunters  are  sus- 
pected of  acting  mesally, 
but  most  of  them  break  our 
laws,”  said  Katalhi  Bodies  of 
the  environment 

ministry’s  protected  bird  de- 
partment. only  in  Hun- 


eau^it  him  with  5,000 — all 
shot  in  Romania. 

“If  Italians  go  abroad  and 
shoot  protected  spedes.  I 
thiWic  the  problem  is  in  the 
countries  they  go  to,”  said 
Stefano  Alavena,  of  the 
Italian  forestry  ministry’s 
protected  species  depart- 
ment. “They  should  be  dis- 
couraged, eithm:  by  fining 
them  or  by  forUdiUiig  them 
to  enter.” 

The  Hungarian  hunting 
lobby  is  qplit  over  the  issue. 

“Ihe  enfimsiaszn,  the  lack 
of  iMgrfpHwtt  and  a sort  of 


hunting  fever  can  bring 
about  a situation  In  which 
file  Italian  hunters  either 
don’t  realise  or  do  not  want 
to  distinguish  between  the 
birds,”  said  Janro  Pechtol, 
of  the  Hnagarian  Sodety  for 
the  Promotion  of  Hunting. 

“We  do  not  permit  this 
and  we  do  not  want  this. 
-And  we  don’t  care  if  theyfre 
upset  — they  have  to  keep 
to  the  rules.” 

In  the  central  Hungarian 
town  of  Kalocsa  hotel 
owners  are  up  In  arms  be- 
cause all  the  TtaMaim  left 
and  bookings  were  can- 
celled after  a police  raid. 

“They  were  good  guests 
to  this  town,  and  spread 
our  good  name  abroad,  that 
this  is  a place  rich  in  bunt- 
ing opportunities,”  said  1st- 
van  Kovacs,  editor  In  chief 

the  local  newspaper. 

But  the  problem  may  be  j 
solved  closer  to  home.  Ac- 
cording to  a study  by  the 
Italian  League  for  (he  Pro- 
tection of  j^rds,  the  number 
of  Italian  men  who  admit  to 
hunting  has  dropped  frtnn 
2.8mllUoato  800,000  in  the 
last  20  years.  It  also  found 
tiiat  Italian  women  do  not 
find  hunters  atirarttve. 

A report  on  the  hunting 
Europe^  protected  birds  wiU. 
be  broadcast  an  The  Natzral 
Hisimy  Programme  on  BBC 
Radio  4,  at  I2.90am  tedeo'. 


Fear  of  war  crimes  indictments 
shakes  Karadzic’s  voter  base 


Jonathan  Steela  In  Pifieder 


HEY  didn’t  suc- 
ceed In  destroying 
him.  He’s  still 
here  in  our  hearts  and  that's 
why  it’s  as  if  he  is  still  a can- 
didate here."  said  the  orator 
on  the  platform  as  he  add- 
ressed about  400  voters. 

His  deel^tion  brought  the 
loudest  applause  of  the  eve- 
ning. absent  hero  was 
Milan  Kovacevic,  the  aman 
town's  beloved  ho^ital  direc- 
for  who  is  now  in  custody  in 
The  Hague  on  a war  crimes 
indictment 

It  is  less  than  two  months 
since  British  troops  arrested 
him  and  killed  a second  war 
crimes  suspect  during  Opera- 
tion Tango,  the  only  armed 
swoop  on  Bosnian  Serb  ethnic 
cleansers  since  international 
peacekeepers  arrived. 

Despite  the  electiim  bom- 
bast at  Wednesday  nijhfs 
rally,  the  too^  British  action 
has  transformed  politics  in 
Prijedor.  where  some  of  the 
four-year  war’s  most  info- 
mous  atrocities  took  place. 

Before- the  arrests  the  tuvrn 
was  a stron^udd  of  Radovan 
Karadzic,  the  fonner  Bosnian 
Serb  presidort  who  foanded 
tbe  ^rb  Democratic  Party 
(SDS)  and  heads  The  Hague’s 
Indictment  list 


At  this  last  rally  in  Prijedor 
before  weekend's  local 
council  elections  no  posters  of 
Mr  iTar5»,^ti-  with  his  trade- 
mark bouffent  hairstyle  could 
be  seen.  Tbe  SDS  still  rules 
the  town  but  tiie  platfbnn 
party  was  a pale  shadow  c£ 
what  tt  would  have  been  had 
Operation  Tango  not  taken 
place. 

Half  a dozen  other  civic 
leaders  disappeared  from 
public  view  afttf  Tango,  fear- 
ing that  their  namM  may  be 
among  "sealed"  indict- 
ments prepared  by  thie  Inter- 
national War  Crimes  Tribu- 


nal. Three  days  ago  the 
mayor,  IiHlomir  Stakic,  sent 
word  from  a secret  hiding 
place,  presumed  to  be  abroad, 
tiiat  he  was  resigning. 

Although  Prijedor’8  pOUa- 
cians  ha^  broken  with  Mr 
Karaiiric.  they  are  still  un- 
willing to  declare  titemsrives 
fbr  BShana  Plavsic,  the  Bos- 
nian Sc^  president,  who  is 
getting  strong  support  from 
tbe  West  She  threw  politics 
in  the  R^gntan  Serb  entity 
into  turmoil  this  spring  by  ac- 
cusing Mr  Karadzic  and  sev- 
eral (rfhis  cronies  of  corrup- 
tion. They  responded  by 


US  prepares  to  jam  Serb  airwaves 


I HE  Pentagon  said  yes- 
I teiday  it  was  sending 
three  electronic  warfare 
aircraft  to  Bosnia  faqmble 
of  disrupting  the  hai^Uwp 
Serb  radio  and  television 
broadcasts  that  have  chal- 
lenged the  Dayton  peace 
accords. 

The  BC-lSO  airerift. 
which  can  also  broadcast 
information  to  Bosnia  in'fe- 
vor  of  the  peace  accords, 
will  be  ready  to  leave  Italy 
tomorrow  as  two  days  of 
key  municipal  elections 
begin  in  Bosnia.  Each  plane 
can  jam  ground  broadcasts 


and  simultaneously  broad- 
cast on  other  channels. 

‘“The  aircraft  are  being 
deployed  there  in  response 
to  the  persistent  pattern  of 
vehement  rhetoric  and  in- 
ettement  to  vioience  being 
broadcast  by  Serb  radio 
and  television,”  a Pentagon 
spfdcesman  said. 

Washington  said  this 
wedE  that  broadcasts  .by 
backers  of  the  Indicted  war 
criminal  Radovan  Karadzic 
had  not  softened  their 
attacks  on  the  Bosnian 
president  Bffiana  Plavsic 
and  Nato  troops.  — Reuter. 


ezpeUing  bn:  from  tbe  SDS. 

"They're  sitting  on  the 
fence  here.  Even  though 
70  per  cent  of  them  privatriy 
say  they  support  her,  they 
dare  not  say  so  out  loud,"  said 
a senior  representative  of  tbe 
international  contingent 
based  in  Prijedor  since  the 
Dayton  peace  accords. 

Observers  say  tbe  riiiamw>a 
for  public  oSlcials  in  the  Bos- 
nian Serb  entity  Is  as  intense 
as  when  Tito  broke  with 
Stalin  in  1948.  Choosing  the 
losing  side  can  mean  disgrace 
or  even  deafo. 

In  1992  every  Bosnian  Mus- 
lim, including  the  town's  then 
mayor,  was  driven  from  Prije- 
dor or  disappeared.  Many 
died  in  the  Omarska.  Kera- 
term  and  lYnopolJe  gamps 
nearby.  Others  escaped  and 
now  live  just  across  tbe  bor- 
der in  Sanski  Most  in  the  Bos- 
nian Federation. 

Some  32XXX)  displaced  Mus- 
lims have  registered  to  cast 
their  votes  for  the  Prijedor 
council  this  weekend  either 
by  absentee  ballot  or  by  cross- 
ing the  border  in  buses  es- 
corted by  peacekeepers. 

Last  month  Mis  navslc  ap- 
pointed a former,  mayor  of 
Prijedor,  MarkoFavic,  her  in- 
tarior  minister  in  an  attempt 
to  assert  control  over  tbe  Bos- 
nian Serb  police.  But  it  has 
not  yet  bad  tbe  desired  eSiecL 


i 


10  WORLD  NEWS 


tim  ttuawHan  gttday  September  12 1997 


Sex  defeats  the  US  army 


Martin  Kettle  ki  Wa9ftington 


An  uncharacteristi* 
cally  contrite  US 
army  unveiled  its 
response  to  its 
worst  sexual 
harassment  yester- 

day after  an  ofDcial  inqulty 
revealed  numerous  instances 
of  consensual  and  fbrced  sex 
between  male  drill  sergeants 
and  female  recruits. 

In  a long-awaited  response 
to  the  sex  scandals  which 
erupted  at  a Maryland  train- 
ing base  last  year,  officials  an- 
nounced the  introduction  of 
new  training  guitelines  and 
increased  supervision  in- 
tended to  make  the  army  “a 
wholesome  and  safe  place" 
and  stem  the  flow  of  all^- 


Politics 
takes  a 
back 
seat  to 
pizza 


Only  traffic  police 
seem  exercised  by 
the  party  congress. 

Andrew  Higgins 

in  Beijing  reports 


The  bright-red  banner 
is  hard  to  miss.  It 
stretches  for  more 
than  lOQft  above  the  en- 
trance to  Pizza  Hut,  dwarf- 
ing a gwiaii  stev  promising 
extra  mozarella  and  a salad 
bar.  Chunky  white  tdtarao- 
ters  scream  for  attention: 
**Vlctojciously  Advance 
Aloi^  the  Road  of  Con- 
stmcting  SodaUsm  with 
Chinese  Characteristics.*' 

A young  waitress  at  the 
door  says  she  never  noticed 
it.  i 

**Slogan?  What  sh^an?  I 
don’t  pay  any  attention  to 
all  that  rnbbish."  She 
walks  outside  to  check  if 
there  really  is  a banner 
longer  than  a string  of  rail- 
way carriages  above  a door 
she  OSes  every  day.  She 
reads  it  for  the  first  time. 
“It’s  imbably  been  there  a 
long  time  so  I stopped  pay- 
ing attention.” 

In  fact  it  has  Just  gone  np, 
along  with  thousands  of 
other  banners  in  Beijing,  as 
part  of  a blimard  of  propa- 
ganda surronnding  **1^6 
Big  15”,  the  Communist 
Party's  deceptively  catchy 
atle  for  a con^ve  that 
opens  today  with  a speech 


turns  made  by  female  recruits 

since  the  revdatiou  at  the 
Aberdeen  ordnance  centre. 

To  the  barely  disguised 
anger  of  senior  officers,  the 
general  who  commanded  the 
Aberdeen  centre  has 
reprimanded  ->  in  effect, 
sacked  — while  several  lower- 
ranking  commanders  and 
senior  non-commlssioQed  of- 
ficers have  been 
The  former  commander 
Major-General  Robert  SmcDey’ 
is  to  contest  the  reurimawH 
The  two  reports  published 
yesterday  by  the  anny  secre- 
tary, General  Togo  West, 
revealed  “widespread  evi- 
dence of  discriniination  ly 
male  commanders  against  fe- 
male troops". 

Most  women  recruits  — 
now  20  per  cent  of  the  annual 


intake  — said  they  had  been 
harassed. 

Enforcement  of  rules 
against  sexual  pressures 
“mried  widely  base  to 

base”,  and  the  current  train- 
ing system  was  “so  flawed 

batzassnnnl;  however,  o»- 
ttoues  to  be  a probLem.” 

Gen  West  and  the  army 
chief-of-staffi  General  Dmnis 
Reimer,  samouncM  a series  of 
measures  aimed  at  prevent- 
ing a repetition  of  evmts 

The  reports  revealed  ‘widespread 
evidence  of  discrimination  by  male 
commanders  against  female  troops’ 

that  wlfe-beaters  were  able  to 
become  drill  sergeants”. 

At  a Pentagon  press  confer- 
ence yesterday.  Gen  West 
said:  “What  touipened  at  Ab- 
erdeen was  an  aberration. 
Sexual  abuse  is  not  endmnic 
throughout  the  army.  Sexual 

which  have  severely  damaged 
the  army's  reputatkm. 

These  include  redraftto& 
for  the  first  time  since  the 
Vietnam  war,  the  “boot 
camp”  basic  training  pro- 
gramme. Zt  wDl  now  last  nine 
wedts  instead  of  eight,  so  that 

more  attentloa  can  be  -given 
to  “army  values",  taduding 
fpi^trrgi  luspect  bctwecn  the 
sexes. 

Prospective  drill  instruc- 
tors win  be  screened  more 
car^blly  to  weed  ofot  unsult- 
ahle  candidates.  . 

to  100  liedtenants  win  be 
given  an  expanded  supervi- 
sory role  over  drill  instruc- 
tors. and  win  be  trained  to 
ban^  conmlBizits  moTe  ef- 
fectively. Army  chaplains 
will  take  leqwnsilwlity  tor 
upholding  mutual  respect 
g^delines.  And  a general 
will  be  appointed  to  oversee 
boot-camp  and  special  train- 
ing r^hnes. 

Army  officials  insisted  eai> 
lid:  week  fiiat  the  long 

wait  for  the  reports  and  the 
new  measures  proved  their 


A Chinese  worker  sits  on  a truck  with  fake  flowers  yesterday  as  Beijiitig  was  decorated  for  today’s  Cooiumuist  Party  congress  photogiw>h;qrbqbakb? 


30,000  Chinese  diaracters 
lo^,  likely  to  last  hours. 

“Beijing  buzzes  with  ex- 
citement," claims  the 
rhiwa  Daily.  “Caidres  and 
masses  from  across  the 
country  rush  to  send  mes- 
sages to  the  party  centre 
wishing  a perfectly  snccess- 
flil  openii^  of  the  Big  15,” 
reports  Worker’s  Dally. 

The  party  the  people 
inhabit  different  worlds. 
And,  oddly,  this  could  well 
be  the  party’s  greatest  tri- 
umph: it  provides  enoi^ 
prosperity  — and  keeps  a | 
and  nasty  enon^  seen- 1 
rity  apparatus  — to  dull  all 
interest  in  politics. 


In  the  mn-np  to  today's 
congress,  a curmudgeonly 
gang  of  veteran  Maoists 
have  scribbled  cranky 
tirades  warning  that  eco- 
nomic reform  has  made  a 
mockery  of  Mao  Zedong’s 
revolution.  lliMr  polemics 
have  a grave  flaw,  ^ley  are 
right.  China’s  claims  ta 
socialism  are  a sham.  And 
as  long  as  pizza  takes  prece- 
dence over  politics,  the 
party  can  survive. 

Jiang  Zemin,  the  para- 
mount leader  since  the 
death  of  Deng  Xiaoping  in 
February,  cannot  admit 
this,  of  coarse,  and  bom- 
bards the  population  with 


sterile  slogans  and  model 
worker  myths.  Radio,  tele- 
vision and  loudspeakers 
relentlessly  broadcast  the 
same  message.  Like  muzak, 
it  is  annoying  but  easily 
ignored. 

The  anthoxities  struggle 
mightily  to  keep  out  discor- 
dant notes.  Beijing  hotel 
staff  were  ordered  yester- 
day to  prune  the  Hong 
Ki^  newspapers  they  sell 
of  articles  offering  rival  ac- 
counts of  today’s  congress. 
The  censorship  exercise 
cost  the  South  China  Morn- 
ing Post  two  pages.  The  i 
Herald  Tribune  lost  an ' 
article  about  an  appeal  tor 


the  release  from  house  ar- 
rest In  Beijing  of  Zhao 
ffiyang,  the  former  party 

laadar  pnnged  for  dccltnfwg 

to  use  tanks  i^ainst  the  stu- 
dents in  Tiananmen 
Squax^ 

The  party's  lavish  festivl. 
ties  tor  the  eongross.  how- 
ever, inadvertently  provide 
an  eerie  echo  of  the  crisis 
that  tha  Chi- 

nese leadership.  A laser 
show  in  Tiananmen  sends 
piercing  shafts  of  light 
darting  across  the  facade  of 
the  Great  Hall  of  the  Pe<mle 
and  Mao  Zedong's  maoso- 
leum  — mnch  like  the 
tracer  bullets  fired  by  the 


People’s  LiheFatton  Army 
in  June  1989. 

. A survey  in  the  China 
Youth  Dtobty  ♦iiaf 

75  per  cent  of  young  peo^ 
take  a keen  interest  in  the 
party  congress.  They  must 
an  drive  taxis  in  Beijing. 
Cabbies  seem  about  the 
only  people  who  care  about 
the  Jamboree:  it  has  made 
their  life  a misery.  Traffic 
police  are  out  in  force.  In  a 
stogie  day,  according  to  file 
Beijing  Evening  News,  they 
issued  30,000  tidKet8.  -The 
grand  total  for  the  week: 
more  than  220,000  Infiuo- 
fions  punished  and  12,000 
cats  towed  away. 


News  in  brief 


ijatarminaticin  tD  rid  tile  SCT' 
vice  of  harassment 
‘ The  measures  won  a cau- 
tions vote  of  approval  from 
congressional  campaigners. 

■“This  review  may . well 
the  fece  c£  army 
— 1 80,”  Jane  Barman,  a 
Deindaatto  congresswoman, 
said.  But,  she  continued:  “Ttte 
wi'lUau  word  is  not  enoo^i. 
Before  Abeideen,  the  army 
had  a ^zero  tolerance’  policy 
which  turned  out  to  be  a ‘tol- 
erance’policy*.” 

Evidence  from  the  Aber- 
deen camp  showed  that  male 
drill  sergeants  routinely  en- 
gaged in  v»iiwniflting  sexual 
coitests  with  female  recruits. 

TlpwaiHgaHnna  led  tO  <feargeS 

pgahitrf  11  instructors  and  a 
captain.  Five  have  been 
convicted. 


Kenyan  MPs  adopt 
pre-poll  reforms 

KENYA’S  parl^tywt^ 


the  repeal  oflaws  allowing 

«yfsii  anrf  approve  enpoalHon  membership  of  the  dectOT^  com- 

^^-^alMpM^torequalaossstos^ 

to  give  a constitutional  comniisriOTtW 
teleview  and  nakeptheramendi^toUi^^ 

Theretonnpadogowasproi^^’tiwtot^^r^^ 

mentery  Group,  IndadtePreddwt  DanW_ai^^  . 


Algerian  rebel  leader  ‘killed' 

AL^IRIANsecmitylbrcesdaimtobayekilledtiteArmed 
Mamie  (kt^  ((HA)  leadar  Antar  Zouabrl  and  78  of  his  men  in  an 
operaticu  sootiiofAigien,  the  Algerian  newspaper  A1  Khabar 

QiifiHwg«s>  Mirp  imiree*’.  the  DaperswMZfHiahri  died  <» 
nwsday  afternoon  at  ThaIaA<£a. — itemw,  Baris. 

Cubans  hold  suspect 

CDBA  said  yestenlay  it  was  holdingaformo:  Salvadorean  soldier 

rhihangritogroiy  In  sBanriflfbelng  behind  timcampalgn. 

An  interior  ministry  statement  rrad  on  evailng  television 
news  saM  RaffiEniesto  Cruz  Ledo  had  entered  Ciiba  as  a tourist 
on  August  31.  It  described  him  as  a ‘mercenary  agent  recruited 
abroad**  and  said  his  motive  was  financiaL 

The  statement  said  Mr  Cruz  LeOnooofessedteplanttDg  tour 
bcxnbsinHavanalastThuraday.ln  which  an  kalian  businessman 

waskfUed. 

It  said  the  investigation  revealed  “the  preparation  and  eocecu- 
tiun  of  an.opexatkm  (xganised  Gbcm  Miami  ] by  a subversive 
structure  subordinated  to  the  socalkd  Cuban  American  Natkml 

FoundatSai” — an  anti-Castro  exfle  group. — Jieuto’.Hoaxina. 


Abacha  ‘healthy  but  slim’ 

A SURPRISE  public  appearance  by  the  Nigerian  military  dicta- 
tor, SanlAbecba.  has  helped  fflse  doubts  about  his  health  after  a 
magazineFep(]rtedhewas’‘verystole”.diidimtats  said  yesterday. 
Local  newspapers  saM  Geobnd  Aha^  made  a tare  showing  in 
toe  capitalAbujaon  Wednesday,  wbarehe  gave  aspeech.  The 
indepwulent  Ihisday  newspaper  said  the  loder,  aged  S3,  was 
*To(tfng  heakhy,  ahhou^  be  appearedfllmmer  than  usual”. 

Tlte  ^positicn  Tdl  magaztam  reiKXled  on  Mbnday  that  Gen 
Ahs»r»»ia  >^gnffar<>H  frnm  rirrhnsGl  of  thg  ItVBT  for  IQ  years  and 
was  in  needofemergency  medical  treatmait— a claim  presi- 
dency denied. — Asutsr.  Lagos. 
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US  to  stay  in  landmmes  talks 

THE  Ifoited  States  said  yestttday  it  was  ccoamltted  to  multi- 
natkuial  talks  to  set  iq>  a ^bal  treaty  to  ban  anti-perscmnel 
landmines  eventiiouiih  it niaynotalga  the  treaty. 

TheUSisamoi%120couPtiiesparticipatinginai9dayconfer- 
enoeinO^tohammerootadtaft  treaty  to  ban  toe  use, 
prodndton,  sale  and  stoctooflandmines. — Ratter,Oslo. 


Millennium  bug  cost  soars 

THEcostofflxlng1heyaar2IXK>‘hii!lenniiunbag”in'United 
States  govetnment  oxnpatier  systems  has  Increased  to  133  blUiim 
(^4  biOicn),  according  to  the  federal  Office  ofManagemmt  and 
BudgrtinWashinghm — yi  Mniimmiyrp-tb?TifhPia«6f#ariTnntp. 

TTnk^rppmgramTnPd,  many  Cfsnpiiters  will  mtetalw  toe  year 
2000  for 1900. — Martin  Kettle,  Wa^iington. 


Krenz  walks-for  now 

EXMNTnffiKlg^Ti^npTm«nv*alasthflwtninftrnf¥iTHiTTiiBtlflatter„ 

waUcedfreefrcmaBcalinjaSlyesterdaypendingan  appeal  against 
a convietkn  tor  manslaughter. 

Krenz,  aged  60,  was  toi^giiilty  last  month  in  ccnnection  with 
refugees  IdUed  as  ttiey  crossed  the  Beiiin  WaK  He  was  jafied  tiien, 
even  though  tiwt  verdict  was  not  yet  legally  bmding,  because 
authorities  feared  he  would  flee. — Reuter,  Berlin. 


Honours  for  Mother  Teresa 

SOLDIERS  draped  the  Indian  flag  ov»:  Mo toer  Teresa's  body 
yestMtiayinmilitaryhaDoars  as  guards  and  nuns  began  a 
omstant  vjgU  before  toenarrow's  state  flmeral. 

Bight  militaxy  officers  caxiied  India’s  safiitKi,  white  and  green 
tiioQlour  flag  to  a slow  manto  towards  tiie  body  in  St  Thomas’s 
Church,  Calcutta,  as  tMsafthmisandsQfHioiiTTWffff  queued  for  a 
fifth  day. — Raita’,  Calcutta. 


Fur  flies  in  Hong  Kong  pet  shop 
after  woman  returns  bald  cat 


^Army  told  of  Indian  arms  deal’ 


Reuter  In  Hong  Kong 

An  ARGUMENT  over  a 
bald  cat  landed  a Hong 
Kong  pet  shop  owner  in  court 
after  he  attacked  three  men 
with  a meat  cleaver  and 
chased  them  down  toe  street, 
the  South  China  Momli^ 
Post  reported  yesterday. 

Chei%  Chui-ping  told  the 
court  that  she  had  paid  U 
Ewok-wai  £630  for  a goldwi- 
ftirred  cat  in  Mandi,  but  the 
cat  lost  its  hair. 

Mr  Li  exchanged  It  tor  a 
(toeaper  but  “bi^er  and  fat- 
ter” cat  but  the  same  thing 


happened  again  and  she 
returned  to  the  shop  with 
thite  male  companums.  Mr 
Li  Imd  allegedly  said  that  the 
cats  were  sold  out  so  Ms 
Cbnig  asked  fbr  a refund. 

She  waited  outside  while 
the  men  argued  with  Mr  Li, 
who  allegedly  attacked  them 
with  toe  cltever.  An  off-duty 
policeman  intervened  as  Mr 
Li  chased  the  group  down  the 
street 

The  newspaper  said  toe 
men  had  to  be  treated  in  hos- 
pital and  Mr  Lt  a^  39,  was 
charged  with  grievous  bodily 

barm 

The  trial  continues. 


Mdiard  Norton-Taylor 

The  Brltteh  arms  dealer 
Peter  Bleach’s  claim 
that  he  bad  forewarned 
British  intelligence  of  his 
plans  to  supply  wergions  to  a 
militant  Hindu  sect  was  sup- 
ported by  official  sources 
yesterday. 

Mr  Bl^h,  a former  army 
intelltoence  officef,  appeared 
In  a Calcutta  court  on  charges 
of  “abetting  the  waging  of 
war  with  India”  — an  ofltoice 
carrying  the  death  penalty. 

Mr  Bleaeh  has  been  h^  to 
Calcutta's  Presidency  jail  for 


more  than  18  months.  He  was 
arrested  in  Bcmbay  in  De- 
cember 1995  after  a plane  to 
wfaidi  he  was  travelling  was 
seen  dropping  crates  of  arms 

anH  atnimiwltinw  over  PumUa 
inWestBMigaL 

The  weapons,  indudtog  500 
rifles,  had  be»i  bought  to  Bul- 
garia. Official  papers  de- 
scribed toe  cargo  as  “techni- 
cal ecjuipmenlf’. 

Nfr  Hlaafth  insighg  fhat  Via 

forewarned  tiie  British  gov- 
ernment about  the  operation. 
Aceordii^  to  documents  seen  , 
by  the  Gnerdisjo,  be  told  the ' 
Ministry  cf  Defence  about  the 
axiss  deal  in  Ai^^  1995, 


fonr  months  before  the 
weapons  were  supplied.  , 

Wa  tTild  Chlhi  AITfclniB  rf  fha  I 
Ministry’s  defence  sales ' 
oiganisatlon,  that  Ids  com- 
pany, Aeroserve  UK,  had 
been  asked  to  supply' thei 
weapms  to  “an  mirv  deal”  to 
speared  to  be  *ten  in- ' 
suigenteroop  to  India”.  I 

rtfimmanty  eVi/mf  that  | 

he  the  British  police  the  I 

precise  grid  refermce  of  the  | 
drop.  One  toclndes  a 
“running  nnHT  adViSed”,  sug- 
gesting that  he  may  have 
been  ^ven  tiie  ffeesi  light  to 
continue  providiz^  tofbtm^ 
tkm  about  file  plan. 


Officials  sources  said  yes- 
terday that  Mr  Blea^  did  in- 
form the  Briltoh  auttiorlties 
about  the  operation.  They 
then  passed  the  Information 
to  toe  TnHIan  gnyernmant. 

But  the  Britlsb  poliee  and  tite 
MoD  say  Mr  was  told 

to  have  nnVViing  mOTC  to  do 
with  the  plan.  - - 

Mr  Bl^ch  says  he  could  not 
back  off  because  of  pressure 
from  Neils  Christian,  a Dutch 
nuimber  of  ttto  Ananda  Mazga 
insurgent  group,  who  had  ini- 
tiedly  approached  him  about 
the  operation.  - • 

The  trial  was  adjourned 
nnHT  September  29. 


Spacecraft  nears  Mars 

THE  Mars  Globfd  Surveyor  dosed  in  oc  the  red  planet  yesterday 
as  ground  oxitroUas  preptuced  for  rodut  totogs  today  that 
slu^  guide  it  into  («hit 

The  qnaoecraft,  design^  to  compna  giniwi  mapa  nrjll 

perfoim  ite  critical  manoeuvre  this  afternoon  whh  a 22-mlmite 
gigtoe  hum  that  should  slow  it  to  about  ^OOQptyh. — AP, 

PtoodenoL 


Unwithered  by  age 

VIETNAM’S  oontpnderfia:  the  tifle  of  ddest  human  being  in  the 

WOrid  appears  to 
country. 

Thi  Co,  who  her  feznity  daims  Is  aged  117.  was  presented 
wtto  a iriiedchalr,  a piece  « silk  fehric.  a laoquorware  painting 
and  about  glOOhyflMpHmwminia«wr,Vn  Van 
repmte  said  yestar^. 

Ms  Co's  blrtoc^tfficate  was  lost,  and  there  are  questions 
suxromidtogher  lEchSdreo.  tiie  youngest  of  whom  was  born 
vdimshewasappareafly58. —Beider,  HbnoL 
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ground  down 
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Israel’s  ‘most  wanted 


WORLD  NEWS  1 1 


Muhial-Din 
Sharif,  alias 
Engineers, 
who  allegedly 
masterminded 
the  recent 
bomb  attacks, 
is  also  feared  to 
be  training  a 
new  generation 
of  extremist 
bombers  who 
advocate 
attacks  on 
Yasser  Arafat 
and  the 
Palestinian 
Authority  and 
could  have 
a catastrophic 
effect  on  the 
stability  of  the 
Middle  East 


Medics,  police  and  sotdiCTS  search  thronrii  the  nibble  of  a JeingalcMi  wartcBt  aftta-  a irirfHaJwtwK  •parif  ^ 


PHOTOGRAPH:  8RMN  >«NDLER 


Palestiiiian  terrorist  Muhi  al-Din  Sharif,  the  **Engineer2* 


The  Engineer  of  death  eludes  the  net 


Fear  of  the  man  behind  the  wave  of  suicide-bomb 
. attacks  has  united  the  Palestinian  and  Israeli 
ammesbl!  forces.  Julian  Borger  in  Beit  Hanina  reports 


AS  ISRAE3!J  and  Pal- 
estinian police  inteo' 
sified  their  house-to- 
house  search  for 
saspected  terrorists  ; 
yesten^.  the  man  at  the  top 
of  their  wanted  list  » the 
macrfpr-terhnieTan  bdund  the 
wave  of  Hamas  sniclde  bmnb- 
iDgs  — continned  to  elude 

thetrgrasp.  ..  ..  ,.v  

Muhi  ^'Oin  ShartL  . tdias 
•Engineer  2”,  a 31-year-old 
Palestinian  dectridan,  has 
outwitted  Israeli  InteH  igence 
since  be  vanished,  into'  the 
bade  streets  of  the  West  Bank 
more  than,  two  years  agp. 

As  the  technician  in  Ha- 


mas’s military  wing,  Izz  d- 
Din  al-Oassam,  he_  .is  sus- 
pected of  mastemdndiog  op  ^ 
to  five  hmnhtngs.  Including 
two  suicide  attacks  which 
have  killed  24  people  in  Jeru- 
salem in  the  past  six  weeks. 

Israd.  and  the  Dhtted  States 
secretary  of.  state.  Madideine 
Albright,  have  castigated 
Yasser.  Acafefs.  JPale^iyan. 
Aiifbonty  tbr  allowi^  fiie 
attacks  to  happoa  and  called 

fhrthe^mriaft  firganiawtirin  in 

the  West  Bank  and  Gaza  to  he 

smashed. 

But  the  Isradi  ioteanial  se- 
cuzity  service.  Shin  Bet,  is 
also  teeling  the  h^  iter  taSir 


tng  to  cateii  the  Palestinian 
bomber. 

There  is  taBc  In  the  Isra^ 
press  of  an  “intelligence 
black  hole"  which  has 
allowed  Hamas  to  move  eq^o- 
sives;  tti»  aspiztog  “mar- 
tyrs" who  cany,  fliten,  into 
the  heart  of  JteTBdem. 

’ Yestenjay^iin  Bet  officcESi 
vlsi^d.Jhe  : 

lem,  anid‘ took  Mr  Steulfs 
tofiier  and  brother  away  fiir 
questioning. 

EOs  mother,.  Zahira  atDin 
Sharif  WQrt  in  fiustratitei 
after  the 


"Every  time  something 
happens,  they  come  fter  my 
hudiand  and  son.  But  what 
can  we  teU  thra?  We  know 
nothing  about  Muhh  He  chs- 
appeared  two  years  and  seven 
months  ago,**  she  said. 

She  was  sitting  under  a fig 
tree  beside  the  rmiains  of  her 
Sep's  house,  which  was  bull- 
dozed by  thft  Israeli  police 
after  he  fled  In'  1395.  The  rest 
of  the  tomily  liro  M ids 
brother’s  housenext  door. 

. Mr  ShariTs  predecessor 
•Yhlii^  Ayyash,  the  original 
waS  IrfllpH  'tiy 

Sh}^".B'er  .wUh  a booby- 
•ftiitinped  nufoile  phone  in  Jan- 
^^1996. 

. According  to  the  former 
Shin  Bet  chief  Kanni  Gflon. 
who  orcbesttated  the  assasai- 
nation.  St  took  tour  ye^to 
find  the  Engineer.  Mr  Sharif 
is  proving  just  as  dusiva 


“Israeli  ibzices  went  to  find 
hhn  in  July  9S,  hut  he  esc^ed 
seconds  before  the  forces  ar- 
rived at  his  home.  Since  then 
he’s  been  wanted."  Mr  Gilon 
said  yesterday. 

Mb'  Sharif  is  tiwngtit  to 
have  had  at- least  one  more 
narrow  escape.  After  a hl^- 
speed  car-chase  in  Ainil  last 
year,  plainclothes  Israeli 
pOUce  opoied  fire  on  a Ford 
Esrort  in  Beit  TTanirt«j  MTUng 
cme  of  its  ocenpahts.  'The 
othp,  thought  to  have  bem 
Mr  Sbari^  esc^ed  into  a -wp^ 
ren  (f  streets  and  alla^aw^* 

The  police  took^fljJreSt,' 
revgp^  by  anrestlng  maiq  aP 
the  Palestinian  bystan&n^ 
Since  th^  there  has  been  no 
trace  of  Engineer  2. 

Menatfoem  Klein,  an  expert 
ontfomas  at  Bar-Ban  Univer- 
Blty,'’said:  “He  is  sharp,  bold, 
and  well  eiperlenced.  Ete  only 


works  with  a narrow  circle  of ; 
assistants.  He  sometimes  uses 
disguises,  sometimes  wcnnai’s 
doQies.’' 

Isradi  security  analysts  be- 
lieve Engineer  2 and  his  fol- 
lowfiigittve  Mohamed  Deii; 
emnmanderofthe  "al-^assam 
br^ade",  bypass  the  local 
Hamas  structures,  taking 
their  mders  direct  from  the 
hazdline  ezQed  leadership- 

“The  instructions  come 
flrom  Damascus,  Sudan  and 
Iran,*  Mr  Oilon  said. 

B?  that  is  the  case  the  cur- 
rant  s^veep,  in  which  more 
than  20DBamas  activists  have 
'hMBjdteaJned.  may  iiave  little 
■immediate  effect  , on  al- 
^ssam's  ability  to  strike 

Mp^ln  . 

Deserfotions  of  Mr  Sharif 
fit  the  dassic  psychcdoigdcal 
profile  of  a "terrorist  master^ 
mind".  EGs  fomfly  describe 


him  as  “quiot.  unassoiming 
and  reOective". 

Mark  Mina,  who  was  jailed 
with  him  in  the  early  1990s 
during  the  Palestinian  inti* 
fada,  said  the  future  Engineer 
2 was  “wise,  calm,  and  quiet 
He  kept  to  himself  but  he  was  ; 
fiimdly  tow,irds  me,  even 
thou^  rm  a Christian". 

braeU  jail  appears  to  have 
acted  as  a university  and 
rallying  ground  for  the  Is- 
lamic militants.  \Vbeo  Mr 
Sharif  finally  emerged  from 
his  second  spell  In  prlsrm  in 
1993  be  was  a committed  al- 
Qassam  member. 

“1  would  tell  him  again  and- 
again  he  couldn't  fight  such  a 
powerful  government  as  this. 
He  didn't  answer,  and  then 
soon  afterwards  he  disap- 
peared,” big  mother  said. 

The  Shin  Bet  is  growing  in- 
creasingly frustrated  at  the 


failure  to  catch  Engineer  2 
and  Mr  Delf,  especially  os 
they  believe  the  two  arc  train- 
ing a new  generation  of  ex- 
tremist bombers  wbo  take 
orders  only  from  abroad  and 
advocate  launching  attacks 
on  Mr  Arafat  and  the  Pales- 
tinian Authority  if  they  con- 
tinue to  cooperate  with  the  Is- 
raeli government 
Mr  Klein  believes  that  the 
group  could  have  a cata- 
stngihic  effect  on  the  stability 
of  the  Palestinian  territories 
and  the  Middle  East 
"Within  the  al-Qassam 
units  is  a secret  section  which 
ia.  preparing  the  ffuund  .lte*. 
kllUi^  Arafat  and  taking  the 
leadership  of  the  FalestinJan 
peteDle  by  force. 

There  U talk  of  adopting 
'Algerian  methods’.  What  we 
face  is  the  nightmare  of  be- 
coming Algeria  2.” 


Albright  calls  for  a break  in 
building  Jewish  setUemenl 


PC  Deal  Of  The  Year! 


Julian  Bonier  in  ftaiwMInh 

The  United  States  secre- 
tary cf  state,  Madeleine 
Altei^t.  asked  Israel 
yesterday  for.  a “time-ont” 
[break]  in  the  construction  of 
Jewish  settlements  on  Arab 
land  and  other  controversial 
policies  to  help  foster  Middle 
East  peace. 

Her  remarks,  in  a speech  to 
Israeli  schoolchildren,  were 
welcomed  by  Palestizilan  offi- 
cials who  bad  criticised  her 
first  Middle  East  peace  mis- 
sion for  being  pro-IsradL 
She  also  singled  out  govern- 
ment  coofiscatiou  of  Palestin- 
ian land,  file  demolition  of 
Arab  houses,  and  the  confis- 
cation of  Palestinian  identity 
documents  as  acts  seen 
Palestinians  as  provocative. 

“We  believe  that  a time-out ' 
from  these  Tft"d  of  unilateral; , 
actions  win  create  a climate 
in  which  ...an  accelerated 
approach  can  succeed  in 
aehieiring  a bwat  Israeii-Pal- 
estmiab  peace'  agreement.” 

But  Israel  insisted  that  its 


setflemeht  acUviUes  would 
continue. . “Mo,  we  - cannot 
freeze  settlements  any  more 
than  we  can  freeze  lifo,".  said 
I Darid  Bar-Blan,  the  govern- 
men't’s.  communications 
director. 

In  an  enconnter  wUh 

the  Palestinian  leader,  Yasiier. 
Ar^t;  Mrs  Albright  ebn- 
flnned  *bat  the  issue  of  Israel! 
security  was  at  the  centra  of 
her  ag^da_  She  questioned 


that  she  was  mHmprnrim<f 
with  his  attentpts  so  for  to 
. catdi  the  orchestrators'of 'fiie 
violence. 

. To  be  ffibetira,  the.I^les- 

tinian ' i^-jTtbnriTy  fi^Xf  'inilSt 

be  comprehensive,  rdaaflees 
tea!  sustained.”  she  said. ' 

' Tt  cannot  be  pursued  only 
vAen  it  is  convenient  to-  do 
' so.” 

In  the  past  week  the  Pales- 
tinian pdltoe  have  detained  I 


‘Yourihjstrations  are  understandable. 
This  isn’t  what  pe^  was  meant  to  bring* 


the  serionsni?s5S  tfPalestiifiaiiL 
efforts  to  combat ' terrorism  _ 
and  warned  that  there  was  “a 
long  way  to  go”  before  the  cri- 
sis in  Israefi-Aiab  relations 
could  be  resolved.  ... 

- At  a joint  press  eobforence, 
Mr  Arafot.  repeatedly  oon- 
denmed  tb<»  use  *of  vidleiice 
and  dffored  his  condolaices'to 
the  victims' of 'twq  recent  snt 
cide  *Hiwibir>gia--4w  Jerosalm. 
But 'Mrs  Albrl^  indicated 


.inore  tiran  100  Islamic  activ- 
ists from  the  Wamae  m-aawTaa- 
tton,  which  claimed  req^onsir 
bility  . for  the  suicide 
bombings..  The  Isratei  govern- 
ment has  derided  their  dhrts. 

Mrs  Albri^it’s  fame  yester- 
day suggested  that  the  CIA  — 
which  has  been  monitming 
Israeli-PalestSnian  security  | 
co-operation-'—  remains ' 
unecaivlncefl,. 

Palestinian  sources  said 


that  during  a three-hour  meet- 
ing tn  the  West  Bank  town  of 
RmnaBah,  Mr  Aiafot  tried  to 
persuade.  Mrs  Albright  to 
widen  the  scope  of  h^.  mi^ . 
Sion  to  tackle  de^rooted  po-' 
litical  problems  alongside  the 
question  of  terror. 

Her  mention  of  Jewish 
settlements  is  likely  to  he 
seen  by  tbe  Palestinians  as  a 
minor  victory.  She  told  Pales- 
tinian legislteors:  "Your  fius- 
tratians  are  undezstandahLe. 
This' is  not  what  peace,  was. 
supposed  to  bring.” 

Mr  Arafot  said  he  was  satis- 
fied with  Mrs  Albright’s  first 
direct  iotervendon  In  Middle 
Eastern  politics,  but  the  atmo- 
sphere at  their  Joint  appear- 
ance was  stifi^  in  znark^  con- 
trast to ' Mrs  Albright’s 
fulsome  declarations  of  sup- 
portforlsraeL  . 

# Tbe  E'rench  foreign  minis- 
ter, Hubert  Vedrine,  de- 
scribed the  Israel’s  prime 
Twiwigtftr  Binyamin  Netanya- 
hu’s policies  as  "cata- 
strophie”  for  the  Middle 

at  a Socialist  Party  conference 
in  MtertpdUer  yeteecday. 


The  Ultimate  200M-2  Specification 


A little  poetic  justice  for  Biko  family 


PavM  Beroaflahl-: 
In  JphanwBbuv 


TBE.fomffy'bf  file  nn^ 

ness  'Mader'Eteve-Biko 
— who-liave  protested  that 
South- -Africa’^  troth  eoin- 
mieelnini'-^«^^fit  give  thftTB' 

justio^i^yesCerday’i^By^ 
atieastapoefijifteniL,-.  . 

At.vihe . 'edminls8ioit.*s. 
hearing  <m  Bf£b's  death  In 
Port  E]lBBbef^'<me'-of't^ 
coonfryto.  b^-fenown'  lAW 


the  sentorpoUee  officer  im- 
plicated ti).  ffiekUUl«. . 

A mainly  black'  audjimce 
repeatedlyr-lanirtiied  ds  Bt- 
ko’s.Chieit  interrogator  ^ 
Harold'  .Bnynfoi^  tried,  to. 
stidL'to  the  stoisr  ho  tpld  2P 
years -MO^  fimt  'BOco>  -taas 

"acridentaflyfVIdBcd.wlien 

five  othcaka  ib4ed  .--f o 
**re8tta]n*'ldnu 
The  gEfiHngtddK  piMe  tn' 
Room  6fa  attha  JotoftMcn- 
rity  police  headqinul^P.'r: 
a room:^wlthln"a'''roonx 
which  was,  Mr  Snyman  ex- 


TTjirrfdSn^Bii  HflEO*sddef 


jiot. 

mart  have  hsited  this.Sns^. 
'lent man.”  ' ^ 

dld^^BoCSate-UB.”  hlr 
■gwyiwan  sald.  .*1Bfis  bahav^ 
.-loim  dM  not-reaBs  upset  me 
erangsKme.” 

- wasaprimdinanand 
pour  self'irespect  would 
been.-.inmilted  -if  Ire 
niq^rihed^'Sltting  In  fiie 
(foaiir,rMr  Bizos  sMgected. 

; '-VSHia'  was-'a  hlifoirtoBls 
' member-  of  Blade  Con- 
sdoanuss.  By  sitting,,  he 

maijitaLine'd.' - kls  . own 
statnteT  Ufr  Sfayntan  said. 
^Atfhefinie,  MrBlsoS'Zng- 
geshteU'bladk  men  were  en-. 
peetedito  dbey.a  vriittemm. 

' f'DilBlwas  the.fhlnldng  end 
flw thiiigs  were  d(»e;*^ 
BlrSteyimnsald.  . 

' j-’lAndfiw  feeling  was  that: 
and.  top 

Ugfite  hb bbots  for  a black 
jnah?"aflkcdBf»)e-  ; 

itf  oorreet,”  the 
yetfjMnrtOirsBUU  . 

“lf  .it  had. -not  been  jfor 
yodr  penonal  i^de,  tto 
'.gciffile  may  not  have-m^* 
pecoedataHt” 


, '■The  ihstmctlon  fton 
-the  -commanding  officer 
had  vexy  clear  In  the 
mannerTn  tAicih  wehwl-to 
Iseak  down  -fids  person. 
Win  entire  attitude  was 
rteialeltrant,  challenging' 
and'aggressive;** 

.^e  of  the  polleemen, 
captain  Daantiie  Slebert, 
poUed-BSko  offfhe  chair 
and  the-  prisoner  took  a 
awtug-at  JitinJ  A'fight'tei- 
sued.  ’’Therewere  pnndhes 
left  'and-ri^t  — 1 could  not 
tell  was  hitting  who," 
Mr  Snyman  snM. 

- “This  is  a strange  way  to 
mibdne  smneone.when  that 
person  to  outnumbered  five 
to  on^"  Mr  Blzos  said. - 
• President  Ndson  .Man- 
dda  said  yesterday  he  was 
reading  a new  book  on  his 
eac-wifo;  mnnie,-.and.woiild 
not -comment  on  it  untU  he' 
had  finished.  The  bObk,  by 
-fite  Bxtfish  JonmaUrt-  Vred- 
Brldgland.  suggests -Mr 
Mandela  hdped.cbyer  up, 
his.wifo*s  involvement  in 
the  murder  of  the  te^^ger 
Stompie  MoefcetsL 
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A jarring  note  for  peace 

But  over-reacting  to  the  IRA  will  not  help  either 


THE  IRA’S  InterTention  yesterday,  Just 
days  before  the  multi-party  taTVa  on  the 
future  of  Northern  Ireland  start,  was 
estremely  unhelpful  to  the  peace  pro- 
cess. The  publication  in  Sinn  Fein’s 
newspaper  an  interview  with  its 
spokesman  must  have  been  deliberately 
timed  and  is  a gift  to  hard-line  Union- 
ists. Whether  it  is  primarily  addressed 
to  them  or  to  Sinn  Fein  — or  to  the 
ERA'S  internal  constituency  — it  comes 
at  a very  delicate  moment 

Over  the  past  few  months  Sinn  Fein 
has  been  distancing  itself  fimm  the  IRA  I 
as  nevH*  b^ore.  On  Tuesday  O&crj 
Adams  declared  his  party’s  **t0tal  and 
absolute  commitmenlf  ’ to  the  sis  Mitch- 
ell principles  of  democracy  and  non- 
violence,  ^ving  the  way  to  Sinn  Fain’s 
participation  nest  Monday.  The  IRA 
spokesman  yesterday,  after  sayii^  that 
his  oiganisation  ‘'would  have  problems 
with  sections  of  the  Mitchell  princi- 
ples”, added  that  **. . . the  IRA  is  not  a 
participant  in  these  talks”.  What  Sinn 
Fein  did  was  a matter  for  them. 

Whether  or  not  that  is  true,  a public 
IRA  dedaration  at  this  time  can  only 
undermine  fflww  Fein.  The  spokes- 
man then  addressed  the  question  of 
decommissioning  weapons,  sayh^  that 
there  was  no  historical  preceNient  in 
Ireland  for  the  demand  to  do  so  '*tfais 
side  of  a political  settlement”.  But  since 
the  IRA’s  position  is  well-known  any- 
how, why  did  the  point  need  nibbing  in 
now?  The  IRA’s  move  could  tip  the 
balance  the  wrong  way  with  David 
Tnmble  fhcing  his  party  executive  on 
Saturday  and  a poll  suggesting  tbat 
Unionists  are  split  down  the  middle,  it 
is  no  wonder  that  the  IRA’s  comments 
were  described  by  the  Irish  Prime 
ister  as  a matter  of  major  concern. 

Yet  however  unwelcome  the  IRA’s 
intervention,  it  should  be  kept  in  per- 
spective. The  IRA  wants  to  distance 
itself  ftom  Sinn  Fein  and  to  talk  to  its 
own  constituency,  including  its  hard- 


line members.  The  decommissioning 
I issue  Is  in  many  ways  a red-herring. 

! Ihe  security  services,  which  say  that 
' the  IRA  Is  not  engaged  in  the  Idnd  of 
training  exercises  and  planning  of  oper- 
ations which  marked  the  peri^  of  the 
last  cease-fire,  believe  the  real  issue  is 
not  the  possession  of  weapons  by  the 
IRA  and  Loy^Ust  paramilitaries,  but 
their  use.  They  point  to  the  difficulties 
in  measuring  the  significance  in  practi- 
cal terms  of  any  decommissionix^  pro- 
gimnme.  They  concede  tiiere  is  no  secu- 
rity solution,  only  a political  one,  in 
Northern  Ireland. 

Of  course,  there  is  an  element  of 
republican  opinion  which  remains  in- 
placably  opposed  to  any  talks  with  the 
British  Governmmit  and  to  a ceaseffire. 
There  are  reports  that  some  IRA  sup- 
porters are  flanging  their  all^iance  to 
the  break-away  Republican  Sinn  Fein. 
The  British  Government  is  doing  no- 
body any  fhvours  by  su^esting  tbat  the 
ERA  is  a tightly-knit  organisation  where 
no  debate  takes  place  or  by  insisting 
that  Sinn  Fein,  in  the  words  cf  a North- 
ern Ireland  Office  spotesman  y^ter- 
day,  remains  “inestricably  link^”  to 
thelRA. 

Yet  the  rewards  of  the  cease-fire, 
n^otiations,  and  peace,  are  too  pre: 
dous  to  be  wrecked  by  rhetoric.  It  takes 
risks  to  build  up  trust  It  also  requires 
confidence-building  measures.  The  US 
Government  recr^nised  this  on  Tues- 
day when  it  stopj^  deportation  pro- 
ceedings against  sis  Irish  natinriflJs  sus- 
pected of  eng^mg  in  activity  on  bdialf 
of  the  IRA.  The  British  Government 
should  consider  what  fiirfiier  measures 
it  coiild  take,  including  the  release  of 
some  republican  and  loyalist  prisoners. 
And  the  IRA  should  think  ^aih  about  a 
decommissionmg  gesture,  given  the 
issue  still  has  the  potential  to  sabotage 
tile  talks.  What  better  way  to  speak  to  a 
txoader  constituency  than  to  do  the 
unexpected  thing? 


The  grim  charade  of  Lagos 

The  Commonweafth  must  prepare  to  take  action  at  last 


THE  COMMONWEALTH  ministers  are 
xneeting  m lAndon  to  discuss  Nigeria  in 
a gloomy  atmosphere.  The  word  is  that 
the  CommonwesQth  Ministerid  Action 
Group  (CMAG)  has  not  been  able  to 
TTifliipnnp  the  Abacha  regime  at  all 
since  it  was  set  iq>  specifically  to  do  so 
two  years  ^o.  Nigeria  remains  a coi> 
rupt  regime  with  a charade  of  demoo 
racy  and  an  appalling  record  in  human 
rights.  So  what  is  CMAG,  and  the 
Commonwealth  when  it  meets  in  Octo- 
ber, going  to  do  about  it? 

Launching  his  human  rights  policy 
in  May,  the  Foreign  Secretary  singled 
out  Nigeria  saying  that  the  interna- 
tional community  "must  be  prepared  to 
use  economic  sanctions. . . until  there  is 
a return  to  democratic  governance."  In 
July  the  CMAG  said  tlmt  it  was  being 
uzg^  to  recommend  "more  eflbetive 
measures”  to  persuade  Nigeria  to  live 
up  to  its  commitments  to  human  rights 
and  democracy  under  the  1991  Harare 
Declaration.  These  measures  are  sup- 
posed to  be  finalised  today  — thou^ 
there  is  still  time  to  improve  them 
before  the  Edinbui^  summit 

Yet  unless  the  Group  gets  much 
tougher  than  it  now  sounds,  the  Nige- 
rian generals  will  continue  to  behave 
with  the  same  contempt  they  have 
shown  for  world  (pinion  ever  since  the 
murder  of  Ken  Saro-Wlwa.  The  pacdsage 
of  sanctions  whmh  Britain  is 
CMAG  to  approve  (screed  last  year  but 
then  suspended)  no  economic  di- 
mension — let  alone  daring  to  tackle 
Nigeria’s  oil  exports.  Expulsion  is  not 


being  recommended,  even  thou^  the 
1995  Auckland  Commonw^th  Confer- 
ence said  that  Nigem  should  be  ex- 
pi^led  within  a fixed  time  fi:ame — later 
dariited  as  two  years  — unless  it  took 
“concrete  steps”  to  coolly  with  Hai> 
are.  Not  one  cf  the  43  political  prisoners 
whose  release  was  called  for  at  Auck- 
land is  at  liberty.  None  of  the  Tnininiiim 
steps  for  a transition  to  democratic 
rule,  such  as  an  end.to  arbitrary  deten- 
tion, repealing  repressive  Screes, 
allowing  debate  on  the  new  constitu- 
tion, and  creating  an  open  and  fair 
Sectoral  process,  have  been  taktex. 

When  still  in  opposition  earlier  this 
year,  the  Labour  Party's  shalow  for- 
ftign  minister  Tony  Uoyd  criticised  the 
CldAG’s  passivity  and  warned  it  not  to 
“sell  out”  the  Nigerian  people.  Now  the 
same  Mr  Lloyd  as  Foreign  Office  minis- 
ter ci  state  is  counselling  caution  and 
consensus.  Yet  although  hard  arguing 
wiU  be  needed  the  majority  of  opinion 
on  the  CMAG  could  be  persuaded  to 
take  tougher  action.  The  Common- 
wealth Secretary-General  also  needs  to 
dispel  the  unfortunate  impression  of 
' giving  an  unwarranted  benefit  of  the 
doubt  to  Ls^os.  One  wi^  would  be  to 
extend  a personal  invitation  to  the 
imprisoned  Chief  Abiola  to  address  the 
Edinbux^  conforence. 

It  is  all  ve^  w^  to  talk  about  persua- 
sion and  quiet  diplomacy.  But  this  has 
been  tried  for  two  years  and  has  foiled. 
Isn’t  it  time  for  tiae  Commonwealth’s 
Action  Group  to  live  up  to  its  name  — 
and  take  some  action? 


It  is  better  to  be  out  in  the  open 

But  the  tabloids  should  now  leave  Angela  Eagle  alone 


ARE  WE  finally  growing  up?  The  reac- 
tion to  the  dedaration  Angela  Ea^, 
the  junior  environment^  minister,  tiiat 
she  is  a lesbian  with  a longterm  partner 
su^ests  we  might  be.  She  handled  her 
revelation  — in  an  interview  in  yester- 
day’s Independent  --  vith  grace,  sincer- 
ity and  honesty.  She  had  a new  job,  in 
vriiich  she  wanted  to  do  well,  so 'T  need 
to  get  things  sorted  out  so  I can  d>ncen- 
trate  on  my  work."  Her  fomily  — in- 
cluding her  twin  sister,  who  is  also  an 
MP  — had  known  for  years  about  her 
partner  and  had  been  immensely  sup- 
portive but  few  outside  her 
circle  were  aware  of  the  relationship. 
She  had  no  wish  to  become  simply  a 
spokeswoman  for  gay  causes  — and  did 
not  want  her  work  to  be  judged  by  her 
sexuality — but  she  wanted  her  constit- 
uents to  be  aware  of  her  position. 

The  response  yesterday  was  reward- 
ing. Her  local  constituent  newspaper, 
the  Liverpool  Echo,  whidi  took  sound- 


ings from  her  constituents  and  other 
local  MPs,  found  "an  overwhehnibgfy 
supportive  response”.  Hte:  ^use  ^ 
Commons  office  reported  many  mes- 
sages of  support  were  flooding  in.  Even 
the  tabloids  handled  their  follow-up 
'Stories  yesterday  with  restraint.  Com- 
pared to  the  obloquy  ai^  prurience  in 
the  1970s  vriiich  gtWted  the  declaration 
of  Maureen  Colquhoun,  the  only  other 
gay  woman  MP  to  "exune  out”,  much 
prepress  has  been  achieved.  But  the 
story  is  not  over  yet.  WiU  the  tahinirtg 
maintain  their  restraint  or  will  pruri- 
ence re-emsfge  once  public  gwgpf  over 
their  treatment  of  Princess  Di  begins  to 
subside?  They  would  be  well  advised  to 
leave  Ms  Ea^e  — and  her  partner  — 
alone.  There  is  a forther  test  Yest^ 
day’s  MiiTor  headline  read;"  ‘Coming 
Ouf  courage  of  Angela.  36".  Full  matu- 
rity will  only  have  been  achieved  whmi 
gay  people  can  reveal  their  sexuality 
without  needing  "courage”  to  do  so. 


Letters  to  Ihe  Editor 


I Unions  have  paid  their  dues 


I COULD  not  agree  DKare  vitta 
lyour  leader  dreams 

may  tom  sour,  September  10). 
The  conciusUm  «nw»s  qp  tiie 
position  wdL  T.atww^  must 
pTthPT  break  its  ridiculous 
Tory  spending  limits  or  ke^ 
its  pledge  to  “save  the  N^”. 
Givsi  this,  may  I reassure 
your  readers  tbat  tile  Uberal 
Democrats  did  not  write  the 
leader  — although,  given  our 
poUeies,  we  mi^  as  'well 
have  done. 

We  fihflil  go  on  wnalriwff  the 
point  more  loudly  and  more 
dRmi,  as  vm  believe  the  public 
wUL  ^jpefoDy  it  wfD  be 
sooner  rather  than  later  tiiat 
the  Government  Stops  putdi^ 
ecomnnic  dogma  b^re  the 
needs  i^theNHS. 

Siiium  Hughes  MP. 

Liberal  Democrat 
health  spokesman. 

House  of  Ccanmons. 

Londmi  SWIA  OAA. 

Your  otiiavrise  erceUent 
cmripTalnie  the 

Labour  I^cty  “lOayed  down 
the  benefits  which  a poxchar 
aer/provider  split  can  bestow. 
Labour  is  ri^  to  continue 
this  separation ...”  it  would 
he  instnictive  to  have  a list  of 
such  benefits,  because  as  a 
riinirian  I have  found  none. 
Indeed,  the  sejoration  ap- 
pears to  have  resulted  both  in 
increased  bureaucracy  and 
remoteness  of  the  planning 
process. 

Thomas  S Low-Bem*. 
Consultant  {diysiciaxL 
38  Weoley  Park  Road, 
Birmix^ham.  B29  6BB. 

Your  leader  was  entlr^ 
correct,  particularly  in 
req>^  of  ECR  (Extra  Con- 
tractual Referral)  fiuiding. 

, My -wifo  is  <me  of  many  scores 
of  patients  who  have  been  poi- 
soned by  pesticides  and  are 
being  treated  for  rhawiii-ai 
sendlivit7  at  the  Breakspear 
Hospital  in  Hemel  Hemp- 
stead. This  treatment  was  pio- 
neered in  the  US  and  is  well 
established  there  but,  because 
<tflack  of  resources  in  the  UK, 
it  has  had  to  be  develop^  out- 
side the  NHS. 

Most  of  the  patients  treated 
at  the  Breakspear  are  ECR 
referrals.  In  most  cases  pa- 
tients have  taken  years  to 
find  this  treatment  following 
Inadequate  treatment 
elsewhere. 

However,  over  the  last  few 
years,  under  flnaivHai  pres- 
sure. many  health  authorities 
have  withdrawn  tills  ECR 
ftiniUng_  Patients  have  rightly 
challenged  these  decisions, 
end  this  Imd  led  to  tim  costly 

awrt  HfW«t.ftninaTiTning  Malririg 

of  second  opinions,  clinical 
reviews  and  legal  challenges, 
and  the  inevitable  involve- 
ment of  myriad  health- 
authority  administrators  and 
out-oftouch  desk-hound  doc- 
tors purportingto  be  "i^nical 
advisers*^. 

Health  ministers  must 
resource  this  ^pe  of  cutting- 
edge  treatment  within  the 
NHS  and  allow  patients 
epeedy  access  to  the  right 
treatment  via  BCEts,  without 
aU  the  unnecessary  bureavt- 
cratic  baggage. 

Bob  Marchant. 

40  Cedar  Crescent 
Low  Felt  Gat^bead. 
Tyne&Wear. 


Etton’s  record 

After  watching  Elton 
John  psilbnn  his  tribute 
to  Diana  Prince  of  Wales.  I de- 
rided to  play  the  origin  on 
Goodbye  Yellow  Brick  Rotet 
recorded  in  1973. 

• Itedc  1 on  the  album  is  Fur 
neral  For  A Friwuh 
• Track  2 is  Blood  On  The 
Streets; 

• Track  3 is  CantTio  iq  The 
Wind. 

Eat  your  heart  out, 
Nostradamus. 

Roger  TTiomason. 

Scatsta  Airport,  Brae, 

Shetland  Islands  ZB2  9QF- 

We  may  edit  lettere 


ITisahitridifbrthelMme 
Mhiiater's  ^eBrii-writer  to 
insist  that  imiona  modern- 
ise alcmg  the  lines  aC  the 
Labour  Party  (Mbdernise  in 
fight  fin*  new  Britain, . urges 
Blair,  Septonber  10).  One  can 
only  assume  that  the  scrib- 
bler was  erne  of  the  more  je- 
Jeune  members  of  his  back- 
room staff  for  whom  even 
recent  history  is  an  annoying 
iirrievance,  or  who  may  still 
have  been  in  school  when 

T.ahnm-*fi  Tmion  ajfiUafBS  Ini- 
tiated and  paid  for  the  party's 
organisational  Tefoms  in  the 
1900s  a precondithm.  of 
Tony  Blair’s  subsequent 
success. 

In  many  respects  it  was  tile 
unions'  own  modwriisatfon 
which  prontoted  and  inspired 
Labour’s  own  structural 
reforms.  The  TUC’s  -own 
rpiniiTi^h  and  restructuring 
foB^ed  a picxieering  strate- 
gic review  conducted  through 
Cianfield  Schori  of  Manage- 
mmil  in  many  otiier  respects, ; 
nhimug  have  beeoi  abited  Cuj 
Laibour  te  urissg  innovative  ^ 
mflnagwnpnt  techniques  and 
marketing  strategies  and 
adopting  organisational 
reforms. 

Lacking  the  disciplinary ! 
deadline  of  the  Sectoral  im-  j 
perative  that  facilitated! 
Labour’s  internal  r»hawg»,  the 
anions’  modernisation 
remains  uneven.  The  TUC 
lacks  the  directive  powers 
and  sanctkais  avafiaUe  to  the 
l^riXHir  leadiexship.  The  trade 
iininri  movement  is  consider- 
ably more  complex  and 
diverse  than  any  political 


party  and  reforming  and 
reviving  orgamsed  labour  is 
an  altogether  more  daunting 
tesk  fii^n  many  ran  imagine. 
Michael  Allen. 

Cranfield  School  of 
Managtenent, 

firanfigM,  Hedfard  MK4S  UAL. 

The  Rrime  Mlzuster's  call ' 
to  tbe  trade-union  move- 
ment to  “mwfamfaa”  0e  Seek  ; 
rapprochmnent  with  empifoy- . 
ers)  sounds  very  finnfliar  — 
the  same  things  were  being 
said  by  the  extreme  ri^twlng 
I of  the  unhm  movement  20 
I years  ago.  Yes,  the  movement 
does  need  to  diange,  but  not 
in  tbe  tiiat  the  self-styled 
modernisers  want  We  need  a 
retumto  a saif-mnfMpnt,  edu- 
cate shop-steward  syst^  of 
reKHresentation  at  tiie  work- 
place, a suggestion  hardly 
lik^  to  be  heavily  supported 
by  the  TUC  leadeish^.  Metre 
even  than  Thatcherite 
attadES,  the  loss  in  union 
members  since  1979  has 
Stemmed  fixun  a continuing 
lack  of  trust  by  union  leaders 
in  thedr  shop  stewards.  The 
credibility  of  good  trade 
unions  has  always  depended 
on  their  everyday  contact 
with  the  membership  — ex- 
actly the  kind  of  work  vriiich 
deDmcxatically  eleeted  shop 
stewards  excri  at 
Tont  White. 

131  Anderton  Park  Road, 
BirnunghamBl39DQ. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury’s assertions  on  em- 
ployee ri^its  at  the  TUC  con- 
gress this  week,  although 


Men  - can’t  live  vrith  them  . . . 

^UUR  article  on  the  enter- 1 reason  might  not  be  so  at  ease 
■ eenoe  of  “the  slndeton.”.  I with  their  decision.  On  the 


■ genoe  of  “the  stogbston”, 
the  30-somefhing  woman  who 
has  a good  inomne,  a career,  a 
life  — but  no  man  (What  does 
a single  woman  in  her  thirties 
really  need  . . .?,  September 
10).  contains  a quote  fiom  a 
Harpers  & Queen  article 
whichlwrote. 

Frir  this  piece  Z coined  the 
phrase,  the  Lone  Ranger  — 
both  d^oots  of  a novel  Z 
wrote  a year  ago  whldi  is  due 
to  be  published  shortly  — to 
describe  these  womriL  Your 
article  cobbles  tbe  Lone 
Raider  with  Bridget  Jooies. 
the  fictional  SOeomethlng  cre- 
ated by.  writw  Hrien  Firidiiig. 
Jones  is  desperate  for  a man 
and  anxious  about  her  lade  of 
children. 

You  describe  tbe  two  as  a 
singles  “prototype”,  accept- 
able because  th^  are  con- 
cerned act  with  tbe  political 
context  their  situation,  but 
only  In  “counting  ^lories 
flnri  flirting  by  e-maS“. 

Bridget  Jones  must  speak 
for  hezself  — but  what  I can 
say  is  that  she  ain’t 
like  the  Lone  Ranger.  Fm 
puzried  that  your  reporter 
doesn't  see  many  of  her 

own  “political”  ai^inmmits  •!— . 
the  laA  of  men  who  oirier- 
stand  the  Lone  Rangers’  a^l- 
nttions;  wariness  about  hav- 
h^  children  in  a society 
which  offers  woefully  little 
support;  the  warning  sent  out 
tv  the  hUh  divorce  rate;  the 
importance  friends;  the 

reOlisatioa  of  some  women 
that  titey  dffiLt  want  nmreiage 
at  an,  no  matter  how  tetewivt 
the  iiressure  to  cooftem  — 
are  an  elaborated  at  some 
length  within  it 

Voices,  of  coarse,  have 
consequences.  Twenty  years 
down  the  line,  those  ^bo  \ 
remain  sin^  for  whatever 


reason  might  not  be  so  at  ease 
with  their  decision.  Oa  the 
other  hand,  they-might  be  ec- 
static. Nobody  knows.  Point- 
ing tbat  out  doesn't  as 
you  seem  to  imply,  that  the 
Lone  Ranger  is  part  of  the  be- 
lief that  the  only  way  a *raal” 
heterosexual  woman  feels 
ccanpLeteiswlthaman.  ' 

On  the  contrary,  the  Lone 
Ranger  — not  so  much  “a 

ph<»vw»ia>ir>n”  93  g (He- 

tarhitop  trend  — is  taking  a 
risk.  She’s  hading  in  tbe  tra- 
ditional happy-ever-after  Son: 
Qie  diance  of  a hew  b^inhing 
— vnth.  Of  witiiout,  men  vdio 
can  adapt  accordingly.  That’s 
“poUtical”.  It  also  sounds  like 
flm.  The  new  Old  Maid  may 
yet  have  the  last  laugh. 
YVoune  Roberts. 

24  Englewood  Road, 

Lmdon  SW12  9NZ. 


No  child’s  play 

CONTRARY  to  your  report, 
wa  Borne  Office- inveraga- 
tlon  found ' no  link  between 
Child’s  Flay  3 and -the  tragic 
'murder  of  James  Bulger 
(Parents  advised  to  vet  TV 
viewing  for  the  young, 
Septemb^S). 

US  law  officers  have  also 
consistently  refused  to  con- 
firm any  connection  between 
Natural  Bom  Killers  and  any 
of  the  mnrdeis  cited  by  the 
press.  Researrii  into  the  comr 
plex  relationship  between 
screen  rgpresenlatiODs  of  vio- 
lence  and  crime  in  the  reel 
world  has  to  date  ttroved 
inconclusive.  • - 

Pete  JohnsoiL 
'FQm  and  video  examiner, 
British  Board  FQm 
Classification. 

3 Soho  Square, 

London  WIV  6HD. 


welcome,  must  represent  the 
ottismte  in  hypocrisy.  His 
own  organisation  operates 
With  wlut  is  siurely  the  most 
un-Christian  and  uncaring 
employment  philosophy  in 
the  whole  country  — and  I 
dteit  just  maan  non-reo^ni- 
tinn  of  the  MSF  tinkm. 

My  wife,  a idlest  in  the  C of 
E,  was  required  to  live  in  a 
church  house  that  was  electri- 
cally mmate,  and  only  ob- 
tained remedy  when  the  local 
auteority  sented  a statutory 
order  on  tbe  Diocese  to  do 
tepoirs  within  30  days.  My 
wife  subsequently  lost  her 
job.  Her  contract,  dearly  evi- 
denced in  writing,  is 
apparently  not  worth  the 
paper  tbat  it  is  written  on.  so 
siiccessAilly  has  tbe  C of  £ 
built  up  its  legal  immunity 
against  breach  Of  contract 
and  impropw  dlsmlssaL  In 
her  last  meeting  with  a union 
offirifli  and  the  area  bishop, 
the  latter  made  clear  that  he  . 
was  not  obliged  to  attoid  the 
-meeting  and.  singly  walked 
out  when  the  going  got  tough. 
Where  is  Christianity  and 
oompasslou? 

Brian  S WaUtng. 

50  Queen  <ffDeninaik  Court, 
Ftoland  Street 
liondon  SE16 ITB. 

IN  her  response  to  Arch- 
bishop Carey’s  speedi,  Ann 
Widdecombe  su^ests  tbat  be 
should  stick  to  spiritual  mat- 
ters. However,  as  a Zhxnan 
Catholic  she  should  know 
that  one  ot  her  own  popes, 
Leo  xi^  oBSKed  in  the  encyc- 
lical Rerum  Novarom  much  i 


Qie  same  advice  as  the  Arch- 
bishop's: “Employers  should 
remember  that  no  laws, 
either  human  or  divine,  por 
mit  them  for  their  own  profit 
to  oppress  the  needy  and  the 
wretehed  or  to  seek  gain  from 
another’s  want.”  Cai^'  is  in- 
deed sticking  to  spiritual  mat- 
ters, by  refusing  to  q^mran- 
tine  religion  in  Sunday 
morning  services. 

Martin  JacobL 
36  Steeles  Road. 

London  NWS  4RG. 

ITS  aR  very  pleasing  to  ste 
Dr  Carey  addresaii^  the 
TUC  conference,  but  whete 
was  his  voice  in  the  difficult 
days  throat  Tory  misrule 
when  his  message  would  hate 
meant  something?  He  had  thip 
opportunity  with  both  Mn 
Thatcher  and  John  Major  td 
assist  trade  unionists,  but  ob- 
vlou^  thought  it  better  not 
to  do  so.  He  clearly  feels  safer 
now  that  Labour  Is  In  power.  ’ 
Ian  Charlton.  I 

II  OxfiardRoad,.  St  Johns, 
WskefiiddWFlgLB. 

VJIPHILST  a small  number ' 
wW  of  TUC  delates  walked 
out  as  a protest  against  the 
address  by  CBI  leader  Adair 
Turner  to  (koigress,  these  did 
not  include  the  RMT  (Reiwri, 
September  ii).  TTie  absence 
some  RMT  delegates  during 
tbe  address  did  not  signify  a 
protest 
James  Knapp. 

General  secretary. 

RMT,  Unity  House, 

Easton  Road, 

London  NWl  2BL. 


A princess’s  traffic-free  memorial 


^^E  news  that  Gordon 
I Brown’s  committee  to  in- 
vestigate suitable  mowinriaTg 
for  the  Princess  o€  Wales  is 
considering  the  pennanent 
closure  of  The  Mall  and  adja- 
cent streets  to  traffic  is  very 
welcome.  Formany  of  us,  one 
of  tbe  abiding  impressions  of 
the  day  of  Diana's  fUneral  is 
the  vision  it  offered  of  a Brit- 
ain unblighted  ty  tb*  omnl- 
presmee  of-  the  motor  car. 
The  sense  of  stillness  and 
calm  at  the  heart  cf  our  major 
cities  was  in  many -ways  as 
moving  as  any  tributes  paM 
at  tiie  fiineral  itsrifi 
Given  the  nature  of  Diana’s 
death  and  the  possibility  that 
there  may  be  some  nnHonai 
day  of  rteDembrance  estab- ' 
liriied  in  her  name,  mteht  it  | 
not  be  possible  to  turn  this  i 
into  a traEBcftee  for  ' 

quiet  and  reflection,  with  aU 
non-essential  vehicles  banned 
from  our  urban  roads? 

Steve  Platt. 

46  TotaeU  Park  Road, 

London  N7  ODT.  ‘ 


A Country  Diary 


WB  WOULD  willingly  lend 
our  support  to  the  pro- 
posals to  dose  The  Man  (and 
Constitution  Htii)  to  motor 
traffic.  We  would  like  to  in- 
clude the  i>rovision  ct  a high- 
quality  cyde  route,  which  has 
already  been  proposed  as  part 
of  the  World  Squares  Initia- 
tive, extending  from  Trafal- 
gar Square. 

Jeremy  nes. 

Region^  manager, 

Sustians. 

35  ISing  Street, 

Bristol  BSl  4DZ. 

DIANA'S  death  presents 
Tony  Blair  with  a golden 
opportunity  to  ditch  the  Mil- 
lennium Dome  without  losing 
tece.  Declare  that  Qie  site  is  to 
be  used  for  the  Princess  Di- 
ana Menx>rial  ffospital  for 
Sick  Children;  the  money  left 
from  bonstructing  that  can  be 
used  to  up-grade  the  Under^ 
ground  systten. 

Christine  Minty. 

99  Wilherforce  Road, 

London  N4  2$P, 


RIVER  NAIRN:  The  river  is 
only  a few  yards  wide  Just 
below  the  house  and  there 
are  resident  otters  witti  a 
holt  under  an  alder  dose  to 
an  old  arched  bridge.  There 
is  a small  group  of  bird 
chexry  trees  near  some  very 
small  islands  where  the  red 
breasted  mergansers  nest 
each  year  whilst  in  the  trees 
there  used  to  be  a rookery 
bribre  it  was  ^ot  out  by  the 
local  former.  For  most  o£  the 
year  it ' looks  like  a river 
where  water  voles  would 
flourish  but  its  gentle  waters 
are  mi.^taadlng  as  this  is  a 
spate  river.  Such  Highland 
rivers  are  ideal  for  the 
salmon  and  sea  trout  fisher- 
men as  these  fish  run  up  the 
river  In  such  conditions. 
However,  water  voles  do  not 
flourish  h»e  and  even  in 
other  sites  where  they  were 
once  common  the  numbers 
have  follen.  In  a nation-wide 
survey  in  1989/90.  water 
voles  had  gone  from  two 
thirds  of  the  sites  where  they 
had  lived  before.  AcconU^ 
to  some  sources  this  makes 


the  water  vole -one  of  the 
iXK>st  r^idly  declining  .anir 
msls  in  Britain  and  a new 
survey  is  now  being  under- 
taken to  see  if  the  threat  of 
extinction  Is  a possibility, 
nie  reasons  for  this  dramatic 
decline  an  varied  such  as 
change  In  habitat  — unlikely 
in  the  H^hlands  — to  preda- 
tion by  such  animals  as  the 
Introduced  mink.  Apart  from 
occasional  glimpses  of  live' 
water  voles  in  the  Highlands 
most  of  luy-records  have  beeU' 
fixun  prey  items  left  in  the 
nests  of  golden  eagles  espe- 
cially on  the  west  coast  ey- 
ries. All  of  tbe  voles  were  of 
the  hlack  northern  oolour  va- 
riety and  1 have  never  seen  a 
brown  water  vole  this  for 
north:  A few  years  ago  one  of 
the  block  voles  was  brought 
in  by  a cat  from  the  shores  ri 
Loch  Ness  and  I ' had  it 
mounted.  It  has  often  footed 
peojOe  who  have  seen  it  in 
my  study  as  they  expect 
water  votes  to  be  tiie  usual 
brown  oolour  as  they  an? 
over  most  of  Britain. 

RAYCOLUER 
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party  ctfDolly 


Sj^AW*ooghIcan*tiiiake 

2J?5^*®Tiie«day.niy 

ewW^^aadlierpMa. 
^o^missiQaithftt  night 
be  someliow  to  contrive 
{^VPVoctaenuntiKtai 
ANUir 8 snccesBor  as  Mandy 
bimelaon’s  best  Bttte 
b^,  Oo^wett-prosser. 

you  will  need  no 
WMfa«ttiig,liasiwtsP(fltena 
^rtjratonsaincethesoup- 

jnote  fiasco,  and  Us  Glance 


^ week.  Only  yesterday, 
^example,  we  peeed  him 
fararapadrehiiqfiitpfihft 
BM^t  mmonr  that,  in  fbe 

OWfilCOililng  rpjthnfflo 

Mandy  win  be  promoted  to 
file  Cidiliim,  wiUi  a special 

nief  to  use  Ids  ptesrataf 
fionalskUls  to  rescue  the 
Monarchy.  Her  Majesty’s 
Secretary  of  State  lioir  Ber 
Majesty,  he  may  be  called; 
or  Qoeen  Minister  for  short. 
Needieas  to  say,  Ooiy  has  ^ 
sored  ns,  bat  a press  ofiCloer 
at  Downing  Street  had  this 
to  eay:  *«As  I beBeve  one  or 
my  coUeagnes  told  yoa  eai> 
her  this  wedt,  go  away  and 
find  another  story." 


^■DtOM  a fittnre  Book  of 
■■  the  Month  to  one  jScDm 
■ ttaepasLTheiiewsUud 
Ktt^  Kidney’s  nie  Rojals 
comes  oat  next  week,  ahead 
of  schednle,  tocash  in  on 
Diana’s  death,  calls  to  Bdnd 
anofiior  book  pshlislied  in 
America  and  risewbere.  but 
not—foclegalreasons— 
here  in  Blighty.  Polaon  Fen: 
The  Unauthorised  Biogra- 
phy OfSitty  KeOey,  by 
Geoive  Caipoxl  Jr,  is  Us 
name*  Bitty  herself  is  a fim, 
largely  because  it  once 
allowed  her  to  diqday  her 
gttt  as  an  ironist:  when  an 
extract  sheared  here  20 
months  ago,  she  teased  her- 
selfbrllllanfiy  by  haying 
hersoUdtorwriteei^ress- 
Ing  her  distress  at  this  gross 
Invasion  of  her  pilvai^. 

How  Kitty  roared  at  her 
jape ..  .and  howshe  win 
roar  again  next  w^k,  when 
we  math  die  publication  of 
The  Boyals  1^  letotnlng  to 
IMr  Cacpozi*s  bO(^ 


TBB  October  editioa  of 
Batpen  & Qnecn  ar- 
rives, and  we  tun  to 
the  fashion  torture  entitled 
Masquerade  cm  174. 

*’flnr  enrhfliitefi 

sets  file  pace,”  says  the 
standflrst.  “A  runaway 
prinress  at  flic  Hits per- 
fiectly  captures  the  new  en- 
ergy at  the  Paris  coutare." 
Thoae  long  magailne  lead 

■Knw^  r-nTi  h«»  flgffiT 

can’t  they? 


IAMdegdyshoAedto 
team  that,  despite  its 
holy  name,  the  EodeslaB- 
tical  Insurance  fotnqi  seems 
mtle  more  pious  than  tts 
brefliren  in  file  Industry- A 
Bury  St  Edmunds  court  has 
fiireed  the  SEG  to  pay  out 
after  a cbnchyard  wall  col- 
lapsed Into  a net^bbooring 
gaidmfoFelshmm  Suffolk. 
Alfiiouidi  it  was  blatantly 
cwident  to  the  court  that  the 
church  had  been  ne^lgent, 
file  ElO  denied  this.  It  had 
tried  to  weasle  oat  of  paying 
by  doming — but  yes,  what 
dse? — “an  Act  of  God”. 


The  widely  publicised 

nawniaign  hy 

KentpoUcean 
W«dne8day,aiinedatdis- 
soadiiigpea^leficQminak- 
Ing  idiotic  999  calls  that  fie 
uptfaeemergencylines-- 
one  man  rang  to  ask  about 
the  frequency  of  local  radio 
stations,  someone  else  asked 
vfliat  to  do  aboat  a neiwiy 
painted  window  that 
wouldn’t  open — has  been 
an  Immediate  success.  Only 
yesterday,  indeed,  aKent 
police  i^iaator  took  a 999 
can&xnaawoman.  **Coii- 
gratnlafloDS,**  she  said.  "1 
simply  had  to  ten  yoovfliat 
an  eaoeUent  idiM  it  is  to  stop 
the  abuse  of  the  system.*’ 


The  music  industry’s 
decision  to  iHOduce 
one  tribute  album  to 
Diana,  Instead  of  three, 
guarantees  some  badly 
bruised  ^os,  and  ideim  God 
Phil  Collins  is  among  them. 
For  all  the  Wg  names  who 
will  have  to  go,  however, 
one  sinallw  one  is  certain  to 
xcmain.  Ussa  Bermans, 
who  Is  IS  and  hUnd,  and  a 
ywmilMW  Shed, 

flxe  yoofix  theatre  company 
wliicta  integrates  able- 
bodied  and  disabled  per- 
formers, has  been  aslmd  to 
gfogl  Am  In  Love  With  The 
World  on  the  album.  IJssa 
will  not  be  overawed.  She 
once  had  an  impromptu 
jamming  session  wtth  Stevie 
Wonder,  w2u>  was  so  bn- 


organ. 


What  a daft  idea 
to  brand  Britain 


A FRIEND  of  mine  went 
to  Iceland  for  the 
weekend  recently.  He 
bad  read  that  it  was 
now  cooL  He  bad  g very  nice 
time,  and  came  home  dispir- 
ited. For  God’s  sake,  be 
sighed.  Even  Iceland’s  ^ a 

naHntial  utentity  — wnd  OUTS 

is  faTiing  apart 
My  friend  knows  we  have  a 
national  identity  crisis,  be- 
cause he  has  bewi  told  so. 
Scottiah  devolution,  he 
read,  is  throwing  us  into  cm- 
fiision.  The  naked  hostility 
directed  at  the  royal  &mlly  in 
file  past  weeks  has  left  us 
stunned.  A man  called  dive 
Aslett  kept  popping  up  all 

atimmor  (g  promote  hiS  bOOk 

— a lengthy  lament  to  lost 
En^lishness.  And  this  week 
Demos  joined  In,  uigiag  us  to 
reinveat  a British  identity  In 
the  manner  of  a corporate 
brand  like  Yamaha.  This  un- 


cntieal  sense  of  national  idea- 
tlty  crisis  is  becoming  almost 
a characteristic  — 

which  is  gfighrty  problematic, 
(f  course,  If  we've  decided  we 
don’t  have  these  things  any 
more — and  what  used  to  be  a 
crotchety  old  Daily  Mail 
moan  has  drawn  In  those  on 
the  left.  We  have  Peter  Man- 
delson  (I  use  the  term  left 
loosely)  parading  his  bulldog; 
less  absmrdly,  more  wonr 
that  we'te  an  too  busy  snariog 
that  next  short-term  contract 
to  feel  Involved  In  anything 
any  more-  Ot^rs  think  it  a 
shame  that  nobody  supports 
fiieir  local  fiootiiall  team  any 
more  because  tiiey  watch  Man 
Dotted  on  Sky  instead  And 
what  nwitea  tbelT  tmease  la 
the  sssumptimi  that  ^ aH 
to  do  with  the  coDapse  of  a 
British  identity. 

It  Is  now  as  ftct 
once  upon  a time  there  was  a 
universal  British  character — 
one  with  a stiff  upper  Up,  and 
a love  of  lair  pl^,  suet  pnd- 
din&ericketandfiieQueea—* 
and  somewhere  along  file  way 
we  rather  carelessly  lost  it 
This  is  file  premise,  and  yet  it 
Isplaizily  not  true.  What  there 
was,  until  Britain’s  post-war 
era.  was  a dominant  class 
powerfol  enoucdt  to  present 
its  own  particular  values,  ex- 
perieaoes  aad  so  m as  the 
universal  it  is  highly 


implausible  for  us  now  to 
imagine  that  a 19th-csntnry 
Liverpool  docker  shared  the 
saute  Iden^  as  Queen  Vic- 
toria's oourti^  and  yet  this 
Is  the  claim  npoo  whl<^  the 
lost  identity  th^is  is  based. 

What  has  taken  place  sinee 
the  war  ia  not  so  much  a 
fragmention  of  one  identity, 
as  the  sssertioB  of  all  those 
other  identity  previously 
unacknowledged.  The  work- 
ing class,  women,  immi- 
grants, and  an  t^  otlmr  obvi- 
ous camlidates  for  thiK  list 
gradually  got  the  chance  to 
speak  for  themselves,  and  the 
ethos  of  our  time  became  one 
eiileh  recogiised  their  lagjti- 
macy.  lliis  change  was  part 
principled  — an  advance  of 
democracy  — and  part  an  ef- 
fect of  the  new  consumer  cul- 
ture. Once  the  mnimiw  became 
rwanig  marioets,  women 
oould  buy  10  different  wash- 
ing powders,  ♦’ban,  ftinnlly 
enough,  their  identities 
started  to  matter. 

WHAT  Is  less  clear  is 
why  this  should 
now  be  considered 
a problem,  rd  been 
under  impression  in 
every  other  area  (tf  life,  diver- 
sity and  pluralism  was  aome- 
tii^  to  be  celebrated,  and  a 
znooiacalture  to  he  frowned 
upon.  Part  of  the  reason  we 


held  the  Communist  bloc  in 
such  contempt  was  their  sin- 
ister and  risible  notion  that 
there  was  oi^  uie  way  to  be 
a Soviet  cftiaen.  Yet  now, 
fkced  with  our  own  diversity, 
we  are  complaining  that 
aomething  in  us  Is  actually 
lost. 

The  latest  contrOmtios  to 
this  view  (xxrtes  from  Demos, 
with  its  new  report,  Britain®. 
Renewing  Our  Identity.  Geoff 
Mulgain,  founder  of  Demos, 
broke  away  firam  tire  tradi- 
tional left,  preosety  in  order 
to  onbrace  the  politics  of  a 
new  pinYBiiinw.  Setting  out 
wifii  Dezaos  to  flunk  ^ un- 
thinkable, his  organisation 
has  an  too  often  come  out 
wifii  ideas  that  axe  merely 
iinspftftinihte  ahout  we 
put  oSboders  back  in  the 
stocks,  for  example?)  And 
DOW.  Mldgan’S  aih-itetanfc  is 
proposing  that  we  reinvent 
Britishness  as  a catchy 
"brand”  ~ lAieh  sounds  very 
fwiiffh  IiVb  having  yonr  multi- 
cultural cake  and  eating  xL 

Demos  have  discovered  fiiat 
“there  is  no  singte  or  clear 
perception  of  Britain  in  inany 
countries”,  such  as  Singa- 
pore, ♦hlfiTra  IWq  iS  ^ 
proUem.  Given  that  a)  there 
is  no  “(dear  pecdqption’'  of 
Britain  to  be  had  ans^way,  and 
b)  fow  Britons  probably  have 
a clear  perception  of  Singa- 
pore either,  this  doesn't  strike 
me  as  a wH<wai  disaster.  ITie 
report  also  reveals  that  Brit- 
ons Identify  themadves  more 
throngti  their  principles 
valoea,  interests  and  emo- 
tions, friends  ftanOy, 

f>ian  fijair  na- 
tionality. This,  too,  strikes  me 
as  rating  sensible. 

But  Demos  do  not  share  this 
view,  and  so  have  proposed  a 
“Vision  Group”,  to  be  chaired 
by  the  Prime  Ministar,  to  cre- 
ate a “British  Brand”.  Th^ 
have  thought  up  some  tips  to 


fMxiet  the  group.  The  brand 
must  be  slm]^  then  again. 
Britain  is  complex,  and  so  it 
must  be  inclusive.  IFs  best, 
they  to  go  along  wtCb 
existing  attitudes  to  Britain; 
only,  we  must  also  tadsle 
head  on  any  negative  percep- 
tions. And  so  on,  and  so  on, 
ynHi  the  absurdity  of  any 
cooked-up  brand  is  glarlnidy 
obvious  — even,  one  mi^t 
have  ttwwght.  to  a thinktank 
wook. 

IT  would  certainly  be  (dear 
to  most  Britons  who  read 
the  report  If  we  can  •na- 
ture any  gmurallsation 
aboirt  British  character  at  aD. 
it  is  that  we  share  a livdy 
sceptidsm,  laoed  with  irony, 
which  indinas  us  against  buy- 
ing t"tQ  some  mana&(dured 
versitei  of  ouisehres.  We  may 
be  willing  to  accept  that  Ice- 
land Is  wortii  a brief  visit;  fhis 
te  not  a rdiaZde  of 

obedi^  s^-delusion  regard- 
ing ourselves.  Odd  moments 
of  natiwna'i  unity  may  arise, 
but  short  of  starting  a damned 
goiid  war,  it  is  inpossihite  to 
legislate  for  it 
Yet  from  braDding 

riftnaenaa,  &r6  is  a real  prob- 
lem. Our  sense  of  atomised 
Uves  cast  adrift  is  often  acute, 
but  this  is  less  a loss  of 
nattonal  than  old  localised 
identity.  Every  Hme  staff  axe 
placed  on  Oeri-cootracts.  or  a 
school  loses  local  control,  or  a 
foriory  doses,  or  a soulless 
housing  estate  ia  built,  or  an 
out-of-town  maU  tnita  off  an 
old  town  centre,  this  sense  of 
iaftiatimn  sbaxpens.  In  a rare 
aiirt  happy  «Y>irw>teAn««B.  fiiese 
are  bofii  the  things  that  actu- 
al^ matter  to  oar  identity, 
and  the  areas  In  whicdi  we  can 
legldete. 

Devolution  is  a tine  exam- 
ple. One  can  only  hope  we  see 
more  of  fiiese,  and  less  of  a 
branded  Manddaon  bulldog. 


Paul  Bew  explains  why  yesterday’s  IRA  outburst  need  not  halt  the  peace  process 
- but  urges  Tony  Blair  to  act  swiftly  to  avoid  dangerous  misunderstandings 

The  battle  of  Stormont 


WHY  has  the 
IRA  choasi  to 
issue  such  a 
provocative 
statement  at 

ffhia  «»*<»<ipfinnat1y  mo- 

ment in  the  peace  process  — 
on  file  eve  of  the  Ulster  Union- 
ists' crucial  on  the 

fliture  of  the  altparty-talks 
process?  Tbe  actual  wording  of 
fbe  IRA  !Ctatigrmri>  ghnmiri  sur- 
prise no  OTM.  The  IRA  has  kng 
mnrto  Th»  principles  (dfiax:  it 
win  not  begin  to  disarm  before 
a final  settlement  that  is  to  Its 
liking,  and  win  not  accept  a 
settiement  based  on  the  Brit- 
ish anri  Irish  guveninmts' 
<ywipiqitinn  of  tha  principle  of 
tvwiaiiTit  prinripift  ttiat 

there  will  not  be  Irish  unity 
before  a maiorlty  to  Nbrthem 
Irdand  votes  for  it 
There  seem  to  be  fbiee  main 
motivations  for  the  IRA’s 
action:  the  first  and  most  obvi- 
ous is  to  Tony  Blau’s  Iduff 

that  Sinn  Fbto/IRA  wnukl  be 
held  “totally  to  the  MBriapJl 
prlnciphw  of  dwnoctacy  and 
non-vialeace”.  Yesterday  the 
IRA  made  it  dear  that  it  did 
not  accept  these  principles 
even  if  Sinn  Fein  avpsRQdy 
dUL  to  *hia  (foallengB  to  the 
Prime  Minister  the  IRA  wHI  be 
successful;  the  Govenimeat  is 
so  keen  to  sock  Sinn  Fein  Into 
the  talks  process  that  it  will 
play  down  the  impUcatioos  of 
this  provocatiocL 'Tbere  wfil  be 
no  question  of  csxpdUng  Sinn 
Shin  fimn  fiw  talks. 

Second,  there  is  the  Republi- 
can leadership’s  need  to  reas- 
sure grassroots  milttanta.  As 
die  moQiers  of  dead  hunger- 
stxikeie  asked  if  their  soos 
died  for  a cross-border  oom- 
oilttee  to  deal  with  teacber- 
training  giiAttfiratinns-  us  out- 
lined in  the  framework 
rtoriimonff  — Gexxy  Adams’S 
“teUback”  negotiating  poatloa 
— the  grassroots  have  to  be 
told  that  there  is  dear  green 
water  between  Sinn  Fein  and 
the  IRA.  and  that  the  IRA  does 
not  buy  Mitchell's  rhetoric  of 
democracy  and  purely  peace- 
ful mrtlTods. 

But  most  of  aQ.  as  former 
Irish  Prime  Minister  J(din 
Bnrton  pointed  out  yesterday, 
the  tatewHan  is  to  fixee  the 


Ulster  Unionists  out  of  the 
talks  process.  PubUdy,  Sinn 
Fein  say  they  want  to  see 
Unionists  at  tite  table  in 
Stormoot  Castle  grounds.  Pri- 
vately, some  who  have  deal- 
togs  with  Ston  Feto  suggest 
they  fffould  be  perfectly  happy 
wifii  a scenario  to  which 
Unionist  chairs  remained 
emp^.  Certunly  their  meth- 
ods of  enticing  Unionists  to 


the  table  — bombastic  declara- 
tions that  an  is  lost  for  the 
Union  and  everyone  kzxiws  it 
— are  hai^  imilcative  of 
good  faith.  This  statement  by 
the  IRA  is  the  Snal  decisive 
proof  that,  to  its  heart,  the 
Repoldlcan  movement  would 
prefer  not  to  engage  with  tbelr 
Unionist  fellow  coaotEymeo. 

The  Ulster  Unionism  shoold 
not  ten  for  it  and  ahoold  seek 


Labour’s  sexual  revolution 


Blair’s  Babes,  Diana,  Angela  Eagle.  What  next,  asKs  Mel 


IT  IS  odd  just  how  ordi- 
nary it  felt  to  see  Junior 
Minister  Angela  Eagle, 
rifriwg  pretty  on  the  grass 

somewhere  in  Whitehall 


taWetng  of  her  girlfriend, 
her  fiamUy,  her  job.  This  is 
bow  people  In  public  life 
look  now:  female,  young, 
gay,  strai^t  effidesit,  pon- 
dwrtng  out  loud  on  the  im- 
portance of  relationships. 
Just  like  the  rest  of  os. 
Only  theosoof  **leshlan”  to 
the  fcondHiMie  — SO  moch 
gtoricar  a noou  than  the 
amorphous  “gay”  — still 
has  the  power  to  remind  os 
of  an  older,  stUfor,  more 
ficl^ten^  world. 

Angela  Ea^’s  deelsSon 
to  come  oat  may  have 
solved  one  woman’s  peiv 
sonal  problem,  but  it  sets 
yet  ano^r  political  teaser 
for  that  other  amorphous 
phenomenon,  Blairism. 
^ce  May  1,  the  Labour 
Party  has  wtbiessed  an  ex- 
traordinary number  of 


changes  of  public  heart 
both  that  It  has  created  yet 
whose  significance  one 
ftels  it  cannot  yet  gFBgp. 

The  Blair  of  polling  day 
was  a strong  funiiy  man 
who  could  never  brli^  him- 
self to  sound  enthusiastic 

about  any  “family  form” 

Other  tha^ii  his  own.  It  fblt 
as  if  BUdr  had  never  really 
meanlngftilly  engaged  with 
one  of  the  great  social 
movements  of  his  day: 

fawilnljuii. 

But  the  collisions  have 
come  hard  and  tost  since 

*ii«tn.  First,  there  was  tiie 

acddental  fine  of  a land- 
slide: the  election,  ontore- 
aeen,  of  just  so  many  tall, 
awwiii,  Htiw,  round,  ordi- 
nary women.  Blair’s  Babes 
were  the  first  inkUng  of  a 
cnltnral  revolution  to 
come.  Than  Diana’s  death 
and  frineral,  which  exposed 
extraordinary  public  needs 
and  passions  that  Blair 
both  suoeessftally  touched 


upon  and  yet  surely,  like 
the  rest  of  us,  has  puzzled 
over. 

And  now  Eagle's  revala- 
tion  — and  how  different 
that  word  also  now  soonds, 
lifted  from  Its  shaming  tab- 
loid OODtCXt — which  moves 
the  story  on  This, 

too,  is  something  to  do  with 
file  new  **femlni8atl(m"  of 
public  Uto,  and  not  just  be- 
cause she  is  a woman,  the 
first  senior  politician  to 
come  out  as  lesbian.  Eagle 
has  undoubtedly  learned 
from  the  recent  honesty  of 
other  women  in  high 
places,  hut  she  also  draws 
on  a much  longer  and 
stronger  feminist  traditlOD 
of  exploration  and  explana- 
tion  of  sex  and  sexual 
politics. 

Prime  mlnisteia,  being 
human,  are  transform^  by 
events  like  the  rest  of  ns, 
but  1 suspect  that  the  real 
meaning  of  feminlsatlon 
still  eludes  Blair  and  niost 


a ffnty  to  remain  aavorinted 
with  file  talks  process.  The 
statement  itself  eloquently 
singles  the  pressures  any  gen- 
uine process  of  negotiafioD 
win  bring  to  file  R^ubUcan 
movement  — hence  the  en- 
tirely genulae  alarm  of  Bertie 
Ahern  and  his  government  to 
DuUicL  Once  again  the  ni^t- 
mare  looms  for  the  Irish  gov- 
ernment that  the  IRA  has  sim- 


of  the  Cabinet.  It  certaliily 
sits  uneoslZy  with  fiie  pre- 
vailing style  of  new 
Labour.  pre-May  1.  ITiis 
was  forceful  to  the  point  of 
sledc  anthoritatianism,  pat 
up  or  shut  up,  more  God- 
father than  the  Fairy 
Godmother. 

Eagle’s  disclosure,  and 
the  "lawTiai-  of  its  telling, 
set  the  two  stylos  evan 
more  distinctly  apart. 
There  is  almost  something 
of  a Charles/Diana  contFast 
in  the  political  styles  of  a 
Mandeteon,  say,  with  his 
reputation  for  cabal-style 
government  and  power- 
broking,  and  Ea^'s  calm 
open  statements  of  who  she 
Is  and  what  ne^  to  be 
done. 

SOME  otmfrision  is  per- 

mteslble  m we  enter  a 

new  bat  contradictory 
political  phase.  Barbara 
FoUett  us^  to  argue 
the  efiw  of  the  EmUy*s  T.iaft 
campaign  was  to  reach  crit- 
ical mass,  the  entry  of 
enough  women  into  public 
hfo  to  make  us  stop  notic- 
ing their  sex.  But,  of 
course,  as  the  mass  be- 
comes moTO  critical,  old 
simpUcities  about  women 


ply  not  got  the  iwwumgc  it  has 
been  sent  about  fiie  partition- 
ist parameters  of  any  poaaiUe 
a»tA»*iw»nt.  Is  the  whole  peace 
process.  Albert  Remolds  onpe 
put  ft  precisely  to  this  cantext, 
going  to  on  a misun- 

derstanding of  this  sort? 
“Cross  borderiam”  too  foere 
must  be.  bat  even  crossbcxder 
executive  powers  as  envisa^d 
by  file  Britidi  and  Irish  gov- 
gminwits  in  anxMt  sairii  ais  thw 
mana^^intfint  of  riVECS 
loughs,  heritage  protection 
and  mapping  hardly  irfgnai  th» 
inevitable  end  of  Qie  Untoo.  As 
part  of  such  a deal,  Mr  Ahem 
him  premised  to  mnd  the  Irish 
Hatm  to  jurisdtetion  to 
Dorib,  a toct  wtairii  alone 
mnkw  Sinn  fhto’a  **iahn  to  be 
TMyS^artng  the  pnrt  to  Britidl 
jurisdictiaa  xafiier  ridicaloaB. 
Bat  the  viability  of  any  such 
dpai  must  downd  on  an  g»d  to 
IRAtbrea^rfi^d^i- 
Using  vkdBQce.- 

At  bis  meeting  whh  Ulster 
Unionist  leader  David  TrimUe 
on  Wednesday,  Mr  Blair,  con- 
fronted with  an  over-long  list 
cf  grievances,  behaved  as  if  he 
(Ud  not  base  to  respond  in  any 
new  way  to  Unkniist  concerns. 
The  Frtoie  Mtojstar  may  wdl 
have  been  aware  of  the  wlddy 
leaked  BBC  optoion  pod  — 
cffictoQy  published  yesterday 
— showing  that  a majeaity  of 
Ulster  Unionist  supporters  be- 
lieve that  their  party 
stay  to  the  talks  process  even 
after  Stan  Fton’s  entiy;  (dearly 
too  fite  pan  shows  fiiBt  the  vast 
nujorily  of  Unionlste  accept 
file  Prime  Minister's  good 
ftito  (m  the  Union  even  if  they 
tend  to  be  rather  dispaiagtog 
about  file  petfonnance  of  his 
ministerial  team  in  the 
province. 

But  this  relatively  relaxed 
mood  is  now  ttitestei^  by  ttte 
IRA’s  outburst  Tony  Budr’s 
strategy  for  an  Ulster  setfle- 
raeut  is  still  viable^  but  be  and 
his  mtnigtgr  need  to  act  deci- 
stody  in  file  next  few  days  to 
prevent  fiie  begtontog  cf  a 
mdtdown. 


Peul  Bew  Is  piotuMMur  te  Irish 
poIWcs  at  Queen's  Univerelty, 
DeWast  He  Is  wrttlns  the  Oxford 
History  of  Ireland  179B-198B 


break  down.  Blair’s  Babes 
were  not  jnst  short  and  tail, 
but  came  from  tbe  left  as 
wen  as  the  right  of  the 
party;  Diana  meant  power 
and  pidn,  sdamoor  and  Inae- 
enrity;  Ea^  is  not  Just  a 
woman  who  loves  women, 
she  is  an  efficient  Minister 
of  the  Crown. 

Yet  for  all  this  conftislon 
about  gender  eesencee. 
which  tends  most  to  afOkt 
those  who  held  to  each  sim- 
plicities in  the  first  place, 
an  important  watershed 
has  been  reached.  If 
Thatcher  represented  a 
last-dltob  attmnpt  to  shun 
gender  alfr^ether.  a kind  of 
arcane,  theatrical  androg- 
yny, Eagle  brings  us  some- 
tidng  genninely  new.  She 
brings  ns  some  of  the  living 
values  of  her  own  sex:  self- 
acceptance,  recognition  of 
human  need  for  oonnec- 
tiim,  a lade  of  shame  at  her 
own  and  otiiers*  human 
cratplerity.  AU  of  a sadden, 
it  makes  the  political  men 
of  old  look,  w^  Just  that  ~ 
very  old.  . 


Melissa  Benn  is  a writer  and 
journalist  Her  book  Madonna 
and  Child  (Cape)  is  published  In 
January 


Now  is  the 
lime  to  rebuild 
the  nation 


Bel  Littlejohn 


SEE  taught  us  wbat  love 
is.  She  tawf^t  us  how  to 
laugh,  and  bow  to  cry. 
And  the  difference  between 
the  two.  Crying’s  tbe  one  willL 
tears,  lau^iiiig’s  usually  nois- 
ier. She  gave  us  our  freedom. 
She  gave  us  a lifotong  lesson 
in  rdeastog  our  mnotions. 
She  blew  atide  1,000  years  of 
tradition  and  readied  out  ber 
hand  chrourii  tiie  net  curtain 
of  our  enxittans  to  smooth  our 
pain  away.  And,  my  God,  she 
tai^t  me  how  to  write  not 
just  with  your  fingers  and 
thumbs,  but  by  employing  tbe 
best  bits  of  3toor  whole  bo^. 
Ye^  she  tauriit  me  bow  to 
write  wifii  my  nose. 

She  tan^  us  how  to  eat, 
not  just  with  a snooty,  star^ 
knife  and  forit,  but 

with  whatever  implements 
came  to  hand  — a ballpoint 
pen,  a cassette,  a garden 
trowel  She  held  up  a mirror 
to  the  natioo,  advised  us  (»  a 
suitable  conditioner  and 
helped  ns  cope  with  split  ends. 
Into  OUT  empty  hearts,  she 
penured  file  finest  extra-virgin 
(dive  oQ,  a UtUe  chopped-up 
gariic  and  some  sun-dried 
tomatoes.  And  by  doing  so, 
ctiA  tau^it  ns  how  to  the 
perfect  pasta.  And  she  taught 
us  as  a nation  how  to  diield 
ouxsdves  from  fiie  weather. 
EUon  pot  it  jnst  rl^t  in  his 
wierpo^bio  re-write  of  fiw 
powerfol  fifth  verse  of  Candle 
in  the  Wind: 

A/tdt  seems  to  meyou 
Uaedyourl^ 

UJse  a Candle  in  the  Wind, 
nuer 

Going  out  like  a stmset 
wheniherxiinsetin 
BxpeedagU^  drizzle 
with  sunny  periods, 
E^tng  out  die  cold,  but 
letting  to  some  air.  ond 
Wattmgjix'  the  snow  to 
fail  when  the  ratoboio 
came  up. 

It  seems  that  every  great 
writer  has  paid  his  or  her 
respects  to  the  memory  of  the 
Princess  .these  j^ist  few  days. 
Writing  'to  the  Dafly 
Alexander  Solriieoitsyn  doh- 
firmed  her  as  “the  Caring 
Princess,  who  madp  us  an 
happy  and  taught  ns  to 
ftdlicr.  to  tbe  todependent, 
Harold  Pinter  wrote  one  of  his 
rare  poems:  We  miss  you  DU 
And  that's  why  we  cry/  With 
your  top^  smile/ As  wide  as  a 
miie/  You  were  the  OmBe  in 
the  Wind/  And  your  memory 
wiU  nmr  be  bUmed.  And  in  a 
moving  tribnte  to  fiie  Scots- 
man, Irvine  Wdsb  said:  "We 
TtPi'dy  fockin  nippin  tbzs  mor- 
nto.  Diana,  becos  you  wer  oor 
focldn  Onto  of  Herts." 

And  let  me  tall  you  this.  I 
was  proud  to  be  a member  of 


the  Guardian  these  past,  des- 
perate miserrifle  lO  days,  to 
our  coverage,  we  reccignifled 
in  our  every  word,  our  every 
{torase  fiiis  one  great  truth:  it 
is  not  every  day  a human 
being  dies.  And  when  a 
hnrwflTi  being  dies  who  is  not 
only  rich  and  gorgeoas  and 
single,  but  perhaps  above  all 
noil  and  aristoencQc  — wdl, 
that  is  surriy  the  time  when 
an  the  other  news  In  tbe 
world  must  be  finally  tau^ 
tts  place. 

It  was  surely  ri^it  that  the 
death  cS  tbe  Princess  domi- 
nated our  hearts  and  our 
pages  last  week.  AH  other 
world  events  were  eclipsed  bf 
that  tragic  sews  — possibly 
the  most  tragic  home  news 
since  the  Black  Death  of  1346. 
But  thafs  not  to  say  we  ig- 
nored it  all  “Five  hundred 
Foreigners  Die  in  Air  Crash 
Before  Hmrinp  Latest  on  Di- 
ana” was  one  of  our  stories 
towards  the  bottom  page  25. 

Mow.  with  the  nation  in 
pieces,  is  the  time  to  rebuild  1 
fotiy  support  the  calls  to 
tlQe  Heathrow  Alrpcat  “Di- 
ana. Princess  of  Wales  Air- 
port” — and  who  really  cares 
that  the  time  taken  to  say  it 
win  cause  an  estimated  12  per 
cent  of  passengers  to  miss 
their  connections?  But  it 
shpiiid  not  md  foere.  Eon- 
glwglnn  flarr^wB thgt  beau- 

tiful 9pace  in  London  wtoch 
Diana  pkmted.  mowed  and 
tended  an  by  hersrif  — must 
be  urgsntiy  renamed  Diana, 
Princess  (tf  Wales  Gardens. 
The  M25  must  be  renamed  file 
M Diana,  Prtocess  ofWales  25. 
and  tbe  Itouse  of  Commons 
must  be  recalled  to  posh 
fiirough  plans  to  rename  their 
historic  beU-tower  Big  Diana. 
Trevor  McDonald  has  already 
agreed,  as  a geAure  of  reflect, 
to  alter  file  main  news  broad- 
cast on  todepoident  televiskm 
to  Prtocess  at  Ten. 

And,  after  a word  with 
Tony  and  Peter,  I can 
ffTBriiftontiy  predict  fimt 
at  the  forthcoming  New 
totoour  conference,  it  wjS  be 
announced  that  the  party  the 
Princess  so  loved,  and  fUt  so 
much  a part  of,  will  shorfiy  be 
re^iositioning  itself  as  New 
Dianalabour. 

At  the  same  time,  In  a 
remarkable  gesture  towards 
the  public  SDood.  Fetv  Man- 
delson  and  tbe  board  of  trust- 
ees (ff  the  MDlennluni  Experi- 
ence will  be  annmmr-ii>g  that 
the  Dome  win  now  be  topped 
With  a 200-yard4o^  tiazo.  and 
(he  entire  proj^  wiU  be 
-renamed  Qie  Dlamt  Millen- 
nium Experience. 

Finally.  I am  proud  to  say 
that,  as  a ^sture  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of  the  most  com- 
passionate woman  who  ever 
lived,  our  Editor,  to  consulta- 
tion with  the  Scott  Trust  has 
agreed  to  change  the  name  of 
Qus  newspaper  to  siMnettong 
moire  fitting,  more  in  keeping 
with  tbe  public  mood.  And  I 
for  one  will  be  proud  to  con- 
tinue to  write  — caringiy, 
compassionately  — about 
matters  of  grave  national  im. 
portance  for  this  great  news- 
paper, The  Guardiana. 
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John  is  one  of  over  1 1 million  men,  women  atui  children 
in  Britain  roday  who  know  just  how  painful  arduttis  and 
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Edwin  Brock 


Quietly  arresting 
view  of  the  world 


The  poet  Edwin 
Brock,  who  has  died 
aged  68,  was  bom  to 
a South  Lradoo  &1Q- 
ily  with  no  literary 
interests  whatsoever.  Hie  de> 

scribed  family  Tfiawiliwa  hi 

a number  of  memorable 
poesns,  a grand&ther  with  a 
pocketwatch  and  a Meer* 
schaum  pipe,  uncles  who 
fimgiit  outside  the  pub  in  the 
Old  Kent  Boad  and  an  aunt 
who  had  her  seat  at  the  bar 
most  of  her  life.  Not  surpris- 
ing. he  hastened  away 
school  to  do  his  Nation^  Ser- 
vice in  the  navy.  He  got  him- 
sdf  tattooed:  **now  in  defer- 
ence to  my  femOy,  1 wear  my 
shirt  sleeves  down  upon  the 
hottest  summer  days’*  (from 
Jfie  Bird  with  Mother);  one 
day,  when  bored,  he  found  in 
the  library  an  antholc^  of  po- 
etry. He  was  immediate^ 
booked  and  became  an  avid 
reader  of  poetry  so  that  when  1 
met  him.  In  I960,  his  knowl- 
edge. particularly  of  20fh-cen- 
tory  English  language  poetry, 
already  fer  exceeded  that  of 
most  of  his  contanporaries 
who  had  the  benefits  of  a uni- 
versity Tgngiish  d^;ree.  fi  was 
fiien,  of  course,  that  he  also 
b^an  to  write. 

Leaving  the  navy  he  worked 
on  trade  maga^hipa  but  found 
ihig  distastefill  awi,  seeing  an 
advertisement  oHering  “a 
worthwhile  job”,  be  Joined  the 
Metropolitan  Police  in  the 
early  1950s.  He  chronicled 
smne  of  his  expniences  in  the 
poOice  In  his  only  novel,  The 
Uttle  White  God.  Advance- 
ment in  the  pcfllce,  he  ex- 
plained to  me,  required  you  to 
arrest  people.  He  never  did,  so 
remained  a constahie  on  the 
beat  for  six  years.  He  then  de< 
elded  that  be  would  rather 
earn  bis  living  doing  seme- 
tiimg  he  was  good  at  even  if  it 
wasn’t  “worthwhile”,  and  be 
Joined  the  advertising  agency 
OgLlvy& Mather. 

He  was  associated  with 
many  memorable  canvaigns. 
If  asked  If  he  had  produced  ttie 
strlktng  haariiirnt,  he  always 
modestly  draiied  it.  agen- 
cies (and  their  cU^  con^~ 
Dies)  as  (hverse  as  Gunmess 
anri  the  Financial  Times  ea- 
gerly sou^  his  services.  He 
remained  deeply  ambiyalent 
about  advertisii^  aiHwngh  as 


Burgess  Meredith. 


he  said  in  one  of  the  few  lec- 
tures I heard  him  give  on  the 
subject  “advertlsU^  was  only 
me  tip  of  tbe  icebii^  of  the 
omimercial  capitalist  world” 
about  which  he  had  many 
doubts,  ^le  tarslmis  of  the  Job 

he  would  relieve  by  writtag  a 

series  of  poems.  The  songs 
Jrom  the  chairman's  dSrdna 
room  (“where  an  the  stabbhm 
was  done  fitMn  the  fttyit**) 

In  the  late  1990s  he  to 

publish  Ms  own  first  poems  in 
magazines  and  was  then 
“taken  up”  by  Ahm  Prtce- 
Jones,  who  was  editor  of  the 
Times  Literary  Sui^Lement 
and  promoted  Edwin’s  poetry. 
Be  was  still  in  die  pdUre  and 
the  newspapers  got  on  to  it 
and  articles  appeared  in  the 

p(g>ular  press  about  foe  police- 
man poet  He  was  worried  be- 
cause he  had  gzven  an  inters 
view  without  permission,  but 
die  police  were  rafoer  proud  of 
tbelr  new-found  son,  encour- 
aging  him  to  take  exams  to  be- 
emne  a sergeant 
In  he  puUiShed  his  first 
collection,  An  Attempt  at  Exor- 
cism, quiddyfonowedbyaset 
of  sonnets,  A Fbmi(y  A^ir. 
Ihese  first  poems  eataMiehart 
die  unmistakable  styl^  beautl- 
fblly  crafied.  using  foe 


rhythms  d his  London  tq>- 
bringing  but  mixing  asso- 
nance and  rhythms.  Be  also 
displayed  his  wry,  lacenfc, 
witty  view  of  the  wcxld  and  an 
exp^don  tbat  things  mi^ 
not  go  wen.  He  seemed  already 
to  have  memories  and 
Grom  the  past  which  he  wanted 
toesordse. 

In  the  early  1960s  Ms  life 
was  troubled  by  divorce  and  in 
consequence  sqtaratiem  fixan 
his  children,  and  this  he 
dircnlcled  In  his  coIlectiaD 
WWi  Love  from  Judas,  with 
moving  poems  sudi  as  An  Ar> 
rangementfitr  Seeing  CfiUdrm 
ovAnAtumptatAAtUery. 

In  I960  he  had  seen  the  first 
nombers  of  Ambit  foe  artistic 
anri  literary  magazine, 
sent  throt^  a mutual  friend  a 

rnwMMigft  miriplgniing;  quite 

rightly,  about  the  standard  of 
foe  poeby,  offering  one  of  Ms 
own  poems  in  conltast  Soon 
we  met  and  L as  Amhtfs  edi- 
tor, persuaded  Mm  to  take  on 
the  task  of  poetry  editor, 
which  he  continued,  some- 
times complaining  that  he 
ought  to  have  resigned  kmg 
ago.  until  Ms  death.  He  had 
attended  some  meetins  the 
Group,  a poetry  circle  founded 
by  PMlip  Hobsbaum  and  Ed- 


Walking with  Neighbours 

For  A and  A 

On  a Simday  a single  sad  bell 

would  lie  across  this  anHiinn  soil 

like  its  own  ftmeral  procession: 

bnt  a gr^  Saturday 

waiting  to  tomorrow 

can  give  an  impression  of  reality: 

reli^on  is  not  a necessity. 

For  instance,  the  tiH»te  still  call 
from  tile  waUs  of  older  bams 
and  even  the  roof  reeds  show  impatience; 
small  roads  are  worn  upon  the  neighbourhood 
. like  black  armbands,  and  the  silence 
cannot  hold  its  ton^ne  in  this  mood. 

All  Uxthday  cards  are  ^egiac  now: 
tiie  names  of  everyone  we*ve  known 
Mutter  the  empty  fields  of  a dry  season. 

And  foUowing  oar  footsteps 
through  gaps  in  tM^  Imwthom  he^e 
overweight  v^btte  turkeys  huddle  t(^;Mher  end  holler 
like  the  newly  dead  calling  to  their  lives. 

This  poem  by  &Iwin  Brock,  written  very  recently,  taiU 
appear  in  Ambit  ISO,  to  be  published  next  month 


ward  Lode^mifo.  and  he  per- 
suaded a number  of  friends 
sodi  as  Fder  Porter,  George 
Macbeth.  B5  Jefonson,  Zalfi- 
kar  Ouse  and  David  Wevin  to 
aihwiH  to  the  magatine.  Ba 

(and  D eai^  on  established  the 

nde  if  thepoons  did  not 
onne  up  to  Edwin’s  high  stan- 
dards they  vfere  sent  back. 
anwMttitng  fhaf  very  much 
angded  an  wwinwit  poet  who 
Edwin  bad  met  and  suggcfrtod 
we  midst  publish. 

With  hk  own  confidmee  as 

a technician.  Edwin  semned  to 
expect  other  pods  to  be  able  to 
Witte  as  wdl  as  be  could,  and 
therefore  started  by  lookizig 
to  tile  emotion  In  a poem.  He 
told  young  poets  who  wrote  to 
tiim  ffigf  he  wanted  to  be  ex- 
cited by  their  work.  If  be  felt 

there  was  * <-if  enmething 

there,  he  would  help  tiiem 
with  the  writing 

He  had  been  associated  with 
Howard  ."^wgaant,  Oliver  Cat 
dioott  and  others  in  starting  a 
series  of  readings  in  London 
wtUi  poetry  read  by  the  poets 
tfaemsdtves.  They  were  held  at 

the  Crown  and  (^eyhound  in 
Dulwich  and  many  distin- 
guished poets  gave  their  first 
readings  there  in  the  1960s. 
Edwin  soon  became  very  pop- 
ular as  a reaito  of  Ms  own 
wmk.  ^ had  the  rhythms  of 
fbe  lines  so  wdl  in  Ms  head, 
he  stabbed  his  linger  out  and 
they  flowed  over  you. 

Inter  collections  followed.  A 
CM  Day  at  foe  Zbo,  The 
Btodted  Heart  and  a Fannin 
Modem  PoMs  vMume  (with 
Stevie  Smifo  and  GeoBtey 
Hin>,  and  some  of  Ms  poems 
suMt  as  Fine  Ways  to  KUl  a 
kfon  became  weQ 

known.  He  was  amused  at  the 
populaxlty  of  this  poem,  much 
read  at  CND . meetings  he- 
canse,  as  be  pointed  out  to  me, 
it  suggested  tiiat  it  was  not  the 
bomb  that  was  foe  most  dsnr 
goons  threat  to  czvilisatiou 
but  the  structure  of  20fo-cen- 
tury  life  ItsMt  ending  wifo  tiie 
flat  Tinea  that  the  b^  way  to 
kin  a man  was  “to  see  that  he 
is  livtng  somewhere  in  the 
middle  of  file  20fo  coitiay  and 
leave  him  there”. 

An  almost  equally  popular 
poem  was  Ms  Boto9y 

Hen.  based  on  a visit  to  a faxm 
whioe  the  owner  had  assured 
Edwin  tiiat  the  Miickens  liked 
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it  because  <mo9,  when  they  had 
lifted  an  the  pms’  doors,  ncme 
of  tiimn  had  tried  to  gM  out 
This  traigied  feeding  was  vmy 
fiwniUar  to  Edwin  and  he  used 
to  introduce  foe  pom  saying 

flia»  ViB  hail  felt  litea  fog  ChUb- 

anc  flTi  hig  realising  there 
was  no  way  out  of  the  cage. 

He  moved  in  foe  late  1970S  to 
Nwfolk,  first  ffwitiwinting  fo 
wortr  in  London,  but  when  he 
retired  finally  setdiug  timre. 
Both  foe  Nmfbik  landsc^ 
and  the  sea  coast  around  it 
provided  a new  <tinw»roriim  to 
Ms  work,  with  poems  like  tiie 
wMl  known  Fox  at  Wfntaton 
describing  finding  the  dead  an- 
imal on  the  sands. 

He  is  CHie  of  the  few  contetn- 
poraiy  En^ijsh  poets  who  has 
been  published  in  North 
America  and  he  joined  the 


New  Directions  List  of  James 
TanigWirij  sloog  With  Stevne 
and  Dylan  Thomas.  For 
the  coDection  be  put  out  there 
he  diose  the  title  Invisibility  is 
the  Art  d Survival,  and  Ms 
poems  might  mavp  one  won- 
der if  one  would  meet  a retir- 
ing sort  Mman,  but  socially  he 
was  alm^  ebullient  bubbling 
ova-  with  smnetMng  he  had 
ftmiight  of  to  tell  you,  happiest 
in  a bar  and  immediatel>'  mak- 
ing friends  with  anyone  wIk> 
was  around,  but  also  retreat- 
ing to  a corner  to  carr)*  un  a 
discussion  which  seoned,  at 
tile  time,  more  serious. 

He  was  able  to  retire  from 
advertising  early  and  devel- 
oped a number  of  other  inter- 
ests, beconung  a skilled  potter 
tmtil  he  had  to  give  up  because 
of  his  psoriasis.  There  were 


periods  when  the  poems 
seemed  not  to  come,  but  in  Ms 
last  years  he  was  writing  regu- 
larly again  and  having  not 
sent  out  to  many  magasanes  be 

xras  pleased  to  find  his  wMk 
still  reg^ed.  The  bustling 
South  London  femlly,  the  cosn- 
mercial  world  he  knew  too 
w^  the  countryside  he  loved 
together  wifo  Ms  own  innate 
skill  with  language  gave  bis 
poetry  a substance  missing 
from  many  fashionable 
oontempexaries. 

Ife  had  two  children  with 
his  first  wife.  Pat,  and  another 
child  from  Ms  secoaad  mar- 
riagetoIJz. 


MarttiBeK 


Edwin  Brock,  bom  October 
19. 19Z7;  died  September  7. 1967 


Talented 


Burgess  Meredith, 
vrtio  has  died  ageA  89, 
padted  more  energy 
and  passion  into  Mss 
foot  4 inch  frame  fhan  many  a 
taller  and  bigger  star.  IDs 
gravelly  voice,  deceptively  in- 
nocent face  and  wry  smile  also 
made  Mm  an  exp^  at  eccen- 
tric comedy.  But.  as  he 
remarked  in  foe  late  i970s, 
“After  acting  in  over  120  films, 
Rodsy  was  my  first  smash 
ML"  Not  strictly  true,  but  foe 
role  of  the  gruff  Md-time  box- 
ing manager  who  gets  Rocky 
Balboa  (Sylvester  StaUone) 
into  sh^  to  become  the 
heavywei^t  champion  of  the 
worlfo  made  Meredith  more 
recognissfote  to  more  p^le 
than  be  had  ever  been  in  a 
st^  and  screen  career  tbat 
stretched  over  six  decades. 

Meredith’s  fevourite  stage 
role  was  Mio  in  Winterses 
which  Maxwell  Anderson 
wrote  especially  for  bim,  b^ 
cause  the  27-yeaixdd  actor 
would  be  aide  to  emtxidy  the 
“tragic  poetry  made  out  M the 
stuff  of  our  own  times”.  A 
Qunly  disguised  ttcaminstimi 
of  the  Sacco  and  Vanzetti  case, 
written  in  blank  verse,  it  was 
about  a young  man  who  wants 
to  clear  the  naTna  of  his  fether, 
a leftist  executed  for  a crime 
he  did  not  commiL  Althou^ 
there  could  have  bem  fewo: 
men  oftiie  theatre  and  cmema 
who  were  less  unAmierican 


than  Meredith,  Senator  Mc- 
Carthy had  the  temerity  to  ac- 
cuse him,  and  tiie  actor-direc- 
tor, a lifelong  champion  of 
civil  liberties,  was  blacklisted, 
during  the  1950s. 

Bom  Oliver  Buxgess  Mer- 
edith in  Cleveland.  OMo,  he 
was  a boy  soprano  at  the  Ca- 
thedral Cliolr  School  in  New 
York.  After  gaining  his  MA  at 
Amherst  CdOege  he  Joined 
Eva  Le  Gallienne’S  Civic  Rep- 
ertory Theatre,  wMch  pre- 
sented a laige  ran^  of  foreign 
and  American  plays.  Mer- 
edith remained  witii  the  com- 
pany from  1929  until  it  was 
disbanded  in  1933.  His  success 
in  IFZruerset  on  Broadway  in 
1935  led  to  Ms  repeating  the 
role  of  Mio  for  REO.  Though 
Hbllirwood  got  rid  of  the  blank 
verse  and  gave  the  story  a 
happy  ending,  Meredith’s  per^ 
fbnnance  retained  its  gtow. 
For  the  rest  of  Ms  career  he 
would  alternate  bMween  the 
theatre  and  cinema. 

Two  of  Ms  best  film  roles 
game  in  1939.  In  lAoti  De- 
limit, based  on  Robert  Sher- 
wood's darkly  irMiic  Puliteer- 
Mze  winning  play,  be  played 
Qulllery,  a radical  peace 
worJmr  who,  feoed  with  indif- 
ference. vociferously  con- 
demns mtUtgriata  taking  over 
Europe.  The  author  could  not 
have  aslced  for  a more  Impas- 
sioned surr^ate.  In  Lewis 
Milestone’s  QTMZce  And  Men, 


the  diminutive  Meredifo  and 
the  goliath  Lon  Chaney  Jr 
were  perfect  mcamations  of 
John  Steinbeelfs  dteracters, 
both  tmrtic  and  touching  as 
the  astute  George  and  the 
half-witted  Lenny,  whom  the 
former  shoots  ratirnr  than 
have  Ms  friend  oommitted  to 
an  asylum. 

On  Broadway  in  the  early 
1940s,  Meredith  was  weR  cast 
as  the  raffish  carnival  barker 
in  Ferenc  Molnar’s  Liltom, 
and  as  the  bohemian  poet  Eu- 
gene Affarr-hhanlrs  in  Shaw’S 


Candida  opposite  Raymond 
Massey  and  Katharine 
ComidL 

At  the  same  time,  he  ap- 
peared in  Ernst  Lubitsch’s 
Uiat  Dhcertttin  Feeling  (1941), 
in  wMdi  he  had  the  best  reny 
moments  as  a mental  pe^ient 
vfoo  rfaime  to  be  foe  greatest 
jnanist  in  the  world.  As  the 
lively,  working-dass  non-ccan- 
formist  Harry,  courting 
Ginger  Rogers  in  Trnn,  Bids, 
and  Harry,  he  literally  makes 
bens  ring  when  he  ktoes  her. 

The  minor  musical  Second 


A taste  of 
feme . . . 
Bmgess 
Meredith  in 
Rocky,  the 
filmwMch 
finally 
bron^t 

him 

widespread 
recognition 
after  six 
decades  as 
an  actor 


<3mrus,  in  which  he  and  Fred 
Astaire  portrayed  two  under- 
gnduates  (32  and  41  respec- 
tivdy)  seeMttg  fame  as  trum- 
peters, was  oidy  significant  lii 
that  Moedith  met  Pautote 
Goddard,  who  played  the 

boys’  manager,  laae  man. 

ried  to  Charles  nhapiin,  but 
seeking  a divorce.  Meredifo 
moved  into  her  beach  bouse, 
and  they  were  married  in 
1944.  Goddard  was  Meredith’s 
third  wife;  his  second  was 
Maxgaret  Perry,  the  dac^iter 
of  Antoinette  Peny,  vtiio  gave 
her  name  to  the  Tony  awards. 

After  serving  in  tiie  anny  in 
the  second  wmid  war,  during 
wMch  fae.made  a propaganda 
film  with  Jean  Rmioir, 
to  France  (1944),  Meredith 
conveyed  fbe  courage  and  ho- 
manity  war  reporter  Ernie 
Pyle  in  WTUiam  Wdhnan’8 
The  Story  dGlJ0eO94Sl.ln.e 
change  of  pace,  Meredith 
played  tiie  omnivorous,  jnmp- 
ing-hean  ex-soldia’  Obtain 
Mauger  in  Jean  Rmoir’s  T7te 
Diary  of  a Chambermaid 
(1946),  whidi  starred  Paulette 
Goddsued.  He  also. wrote  the 
screeifolay  with  Renoir,  the 
tone  of  wMch  was  one'  of 
comedy.  Three  years  latmr,  be 
directed  77te  Afon  on  Site  ES9W 
Tower  (19^  adapted  from 
Georges  Shnenoii,  in  wMch 
he  also  acted  opposite  Chailes 
Langhtoo.  FDzned  on  i«v*awim 
in  Paris,  Mbredith  used  the 


new  .^isco  colour  process  to 
appealing  visual  eGTect 

His  film  career  baited  by 
the  McCarthy  blacklist  for 
most  of  the  1950s,  he  contin- 
ued to  work  on  the  stage,  ap- 
pearing in  The  Tedhouseofthe 
August  Moon  and  Modor  Bar- 
bed as  well  as  directing  a 
production  of  Macbeth.  In 
1958,  Meredith  wrote  and 
directed  nesses  In  Nighttcum, 
based  on  James  Joyce.  wMch 
was  performed  in  New  York, 
London  (the  Arts  Theatre) 
and  Paris.  A year  later,  on 
Broadway,  he  oonoeived  and 
directedA  ThurberOinuoaL 

Thanks  to  producer-direc- 
tor Otto  Preminger,  Mer- 
edith's film  career  was 
revived,  starting  .with  Advise 
and  Consent  (196^  in  wMch 
he  was  striking  as  an  unbal- 
anced witness  at  a political 
trial;  followed  by  The  Condi- 
ttal  (196^  touching  as  an  old 
felled  priest  ‘T  disappear 
from  the  public  eye  get 
rediscovered  quite  oftmi,”  he 
remarked. 

Like  foe  later  Body,  it  was 
Batman  (1966)  and  the  subse- 
quent TV  series,  which  intro- 
duced hfaw  to  a new  genera- 
tixm.  With  Ills  pointed  nose, 
and  wearing  a purple  top  hat 
and  purple  b^  tie,  fency 
white  shirt  and  white  gloves, 
a cigarette  holder  pointing 
skywards,  he  made  The  Pwi- 
gnm  more  ddi^itftilly  witty 


and  wicked  than  Danny  DeVi- 
to’s attempts  some  years  lattf  - 

Throughout  tiie  l97QSt  Mer- 
edith would  turn  up  in  diar- 
acter  roles.  addi.ng  savour  to  a 
wide  variety  of  films,  includ- 
ing Elvis  Prede/S  Red  Indian 
fether  in  Stay  Away  Joe  (196^. 
However,  be  was  nominated 
for  Best  Supporting  Actm: 
Oscars  in  John  Sdilesin^r’s 
T7ie  Day  of  the  Locust  (1974).  in 
which  he  played  Karen 
Black's  ex-vaudevilllan 
fether,  and  for  Roefy.  “You 
Q^t  like  an  ape.  You’ll  never 
amount  to  anything,”  he  first 
tells  the  fighter  with  the 
reiaud  brain. 

He  continued  to  be  in  the 
Italian  Stallion’s  corner  in 
Rodyn  (l979)-and  RodylH 
(1982),  in  wMdi  he  dies  of  a 
heart  attack  just  as  a title 
fight  gets  tmderway.  Not  ex- 
actly a fthaltawging  ngg,  bUt 
the  money  did  help  the  ami- 
able and  erudite  Burgess  Mer^ 
edith  to  add  to  the  fine  wine 
cellars  in  Ms  honwff  in  the 
West  Indies  and  Malibu,  and 
allow  him  time  to  sail  his 
boats  and  paint  landscapes. 

Meredifo  is  survived  his 
fourth  wife  KeJa*  and  a son 
andadau^ter. 


RoneW  Bergan 


Burgess  MerediA,  actor,  writer 
and  director,  bom  November'16; 
1907:  died  September  9. 1997 . 


At  the  end  of  the  last 
decade  the  political  econ- 
omist  Geoff  Pilling.  has 
died  aged  57,  wns  one  of  those 
who  saw  the  breach  of  the 
Berlin  Wall  as  Marxism’s  op. 
portunity,  rather  than  the  sig- 
nal of  its  demise.  During  the 
1980S  he  had  published  two 
important  books,  the  flnst  on 
the  relationship  between  po- 
litical economy  and  philoso- 
phy in  Marx's  Capital,  the 
second  entitled  The  Crtsfs  qf 
Efynesian  Eooaomkf. 

Filling  was  a workingoasa 
hoy  from  Asbtcm-utMlor-Lyne. 
wlto  after  Audenshaw  Gram- 
mar School  grttduatod  in  1961 
from  Leeds  University  with 
an  economics  degree.  His  po- 
litical commitmont  began  at 
Leeds,  where  he  joined  the 
Marxist  Societ)’,  set  up  by  hte. 
future  wife,  Ooria  Arram.  and 
met  two  Marxist  lecturers; 
ClilT  Slaughter  and  Tom 
gamp.  He  subsequently 
Joined  the ' Socialist  Labour 
League  — later  the  Workers^- 
Revoiutionaiy  Party.  ^ ' 
Pilling  taught  at  E.eeds, 
Sheffield  and  Bradford  unhm> 
stties  before  moving  to  what  is 
now  Middlesex  University  in 
1966  and  progressing  to  a read- 
ership. His  writing  reflected 
his  wide  intmests  and  throu^ 
Ms  broad  cultural  tastes  and 
his  sociability,  he  served  Mid- 
dlesex's studmt  community 
weU. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife, . 
parents,  his  son  and  dau^-. 
ter-in-law,  and  two 
grandsons. 


Tony  Brotherston* 


Geoffrey  Plllinc).  pditical  econo- 
mist, bom  March  3,  1940:  died 
August  20. 1997 


Birthdays 


Marla  Attkcn.  actress  and 
stage  director,  SS;  Nicholas 
Barter,  lalncipal,  RADA.  97; 
rthiH  BoocMer.  actress,  88; 
David . Goodhart,  editor. 
Prospect  magazine,  41;  Ray 
Gravell,  rugby  footballer,  46; 
Linda  Gray,  actress,  56;  Wes- 
1^  Hall,  cricketer,  manager 
and  Caribbean  politician,  60: 
Ian  Holm,  actor.  66:  Gerald 
Howarth.  Omservatlve  MF, 
50;  Donal  Lenihan,  n^by 
footballer,  38:  Hona  MacTiW- 
gart.  Labour  MP,  44;  Patrick 
Mower,  actor.  56;  Molly 
S^oei,  martial  artist,  for- 
mer world  karate  champion. 
36:  Rt  Rev  Frank  Satgeant, 
Bishop  of  Xnm'beth.  65;  Rob- 
ert Sfinpson,  chief  executive. 
Press  Association,  53;  Han 
Suyln,  doctor  and  writer.  80; 
Rachel  Ward,  actress, 
Prof  George  Zameckl,  art 
historian,  82. 


Death  Notices 

aaRRETT.  (MV  AngokL  9*  yavs.  OM 
MBcalutiy  at  boma.  m Saptainber  1897. 
Foimr  H.UJ  ct  prabaUon.  and  m ttia  pRi- 
bfUgii  swvica,  St.  HMn's  and  H.M.  PrUon. 
S^.  FivtMl  aaiotca  and  ruhriWinn  ol 
hb  IKs  ai  tha  Mkt-WanvtehsMra  Ci«mat». 
rtum.  OaMey  Wood,  new  Wnrwiek.  on 
Wodneaday  me  i7m  sapurew  n LSOpm 
and  aNerwds  » The  Heunoehm  HoM, 
EBmolan.  Ftawara  or  deraOone  H praterrod 
10  ‘FtoUMr  HouK  luram  (Usirla  dhmosr 
imy  be  aent  eta  A.  E.  BenneH  & Sena.  34 
ShM  SOeoL  SnHbrdHipgn-Avan  CV37 
SEE  (Tol:  0178S  867035) 

OEAre,  nooamim  inisuaior  ana  aiainp 
daalunar.  wtte  ol  Mn  Vau.  died  peocakiUy 
ai  Htelr  tamo  In  Caleuta  on  UXh  Sapwn- 
tar.  aHar  a kmq  Mneaa.  DatUis  iram  htr 
daughtar  Penalla  OaHDeRian.  5 Tredaou 
Square.  London  E3  3AO.  0181  9S3  3390. 
KLAPAS.  Damoiiloi.  aged  59  years,  ol 
Pravaza,  Gieecn,  and  WwffleM.  Enatand, 
paaaod  awM  goleby  al  home  on  Btti  Sm^ 
twnber  1097.  Tta  oaarly  balowM  husband 
ol  Janfaia,  will  aiM  be  imssed  by  Dfeia. 
GlergiB.  Tommy  and  Marek.  Iwelwe  nlecas 
and  nophewc.  many,  many  triands  bm  raL 
auvna.  Funeral  eorwee  will  lake  pitae  ai 
the  Sacred  Heart  Churen.  Forbes  Road. 
HIlMiei^h,  snaMeld  on  Monday  tSIh 
Saptombar  at  lOOOam,  lollowad  ta  InM 
mant  tti  Wlaaweod  Cemaiary.  WwleM  at 
11.30am.'  An  flowera  or  donabens  In  lieu.  9 
M dastrad.  h 8L  uika'a  Hospice,  StMlaM. 
These  may  be  asm  to  John  Pairosi  Fiawal 
Heme.  Pemiatone  Hoad  North.  Wa^ 
lay  BH^,  ShameW,  SS  ILQ. 


In  Memoriam 


M Wo  m Protaaaof  Donald  Nmnoo 
held  al  me  Chuicfi  ol  the  lirnnaeulaM  C 
oapilan,  Fram  atraoL  London.  Wi  on  Frt 
Saptomoar  SSttl  BtSJOp^ 


Engagements 


WMWPewoOY.  Carole  and  Miehaol  Good- 
Dlxon  art  pleated  le  announce  the 


enengemant  between  EiMbedi  Manonr 
and  Nartyn  Coy,  aon  m John  and  Oailan 
Coy. 

HR  P J NORTH  md  MBS  A J TEO.  The 
nagamenc  Is  annowKed  balwean  Pat- 
_ ; aon  ol  Or  and  Mra  Micheei  Norm  ol 
Philoy  Oreea.  Mtarwicfcshira,  and  Ai  June. 
daugFiter  ol  Hr  and  Mrs  Teo  Ek  Heon  ol 
Stngapeie.  > 

■To  place  your  animuneamam  taleBnona 
0171  n3  4S6Zor  tai  0171 713  4199  taenman 
Oem  end  3pm  Mei^PrL 


Jackdaw 


On  your  head 

YOGA  may  have  been  around 
in  the  East  fbr  more  flian 
5,000  years,  but  as  fer  as  the 
tenninally  trendy  West  Side 
oflios  Angeles  is  oonceru^ 
it  is  only  in  the  past  six 
months  tl]^  a rolled  m rub- 
ber mat  on  file  back  (H^ur 
Jeep  has  been  any  sort  of 
Power  Lifestyle  status 
symbol. 

Y(^  studios  are  now 
swiftly  replacing  the  gym  rtiiI 
aerobic  studios  as  the 

bippest  place  for  Hbllywood 
agents,  executives  and  under 
employed  model-actresses  to 
de-^tr^i  body  tone,  woik  out 
(“practise”  in  yoga-speak) 
and  sweat  (The  studios*  air 


conditioning  is  tamed  off 
during  the  day  to  encourage 
natural  body  “cleansing”.) 

Their  parquet  floors  are 
also  the  cMcest  new  focus  of 
LA’s  upscale  singiae  scene. 

Yoga  has  rapidly  uj^raded 
Its  wacky,  headstud  on  the 

bedroom  floor  image.  (1  seem 
In  remember  my  mofoer  ex- 
perimentii^  in  the  late 
seventies,  splayed  out  in 
front  of  Lyn  Marshall’s  Wake 
ifpfo  Yoga  television  series 
manual,  with  accompanying 
LP  crackling  on  the  record 

player.) 

FOUowingthefitnessrevo- 
lutionof  the  ei^ities.  yoga  is 
now  a mulU^niUlOD  ^Uar 
boom  industry  that  is  the  force 
behind  what  is  being  de- 
scribed (a  little  optimistically) 
as  LA’s  New  Age  “Spiritual 
Renaissance”. 

Sony,  for  example,  has  an 
In-house  teacher  who  holds  a 
meditation  session  at  the 
stndlo  lot  after  work.  Never 
mind  that  for  12  hours  each 
day  some  of  foe  city^s  profes- 
sional datees  practise  some 

the  most  ruthless,  cut 
throat  and  egomaniacal  busi- 
ness ethics  on  the  planet  a 
twlce-wedkly  Z^-Uke  medi- 


tation break  is  happily  goar- 
anteed  to  rej  ovenate  your  LA 
souL 

Harjters  & Qaem  roSsoof 
its  mat  €02d  Joins 
Hollywood's  hipped 

Junk  wine 

WHY  would  anyone  drink 
wine  with  Junk  fbod?  Good 
qi^tion.  (TU  answer  it  in  a 
minute.)  Bettm:  question, 
why  would  anyone  drink 
SO&,  e^edally  that  brown 
driztie  of  liquid  body-fxdlii- 
tion~cola — with  any  food, 
however  humble?  Soda  h^ 
its  place  in  the  cuttore.  Yon 
cannot  sunbathe  without  ^ 
You  cannot  raise  children 
without  it  You  canrotget 
tiirot^h  a Bruce  WUiis  movie 
without  iL  But  introdueirg  it 
to-anycivilisadfeble—what- 
is  on  that  table is  tan- 

tamount to  treating  your 
mouth  like  a dishwasher, 
flushing  it  with  a Mrticfaiilnf 

chemicalstogetthefoodpar- 
tides  down  the  waste  dis- 
posal system  as  qaidtiy  as 
possible.  And  itdoesn*tmat 
ter  how  organic  or  vir^nally 
pure  or  authentically  oldtiine 
the  soda  is.  whethw  it  is 


cream  Of  kiwi  or  a mpical 
passion  fruit  play  of  flavours, 
it  has  no  business  being 
drunk  with  food.  Okay^ 
Beaidolais  and  burgers  in 
IfewYor*. 

Not  SO  fast 

THERE'S  one  solution  to  the 
wmhi's  problems  that  1 never 
hear  the.  frenzied  activists 
suggest  stowing  down. 

Stowingdown  could  be  the 
sm^  most  ^fective  soLutton 
totwparticalarsave-the- 
world  sirug^e  I immerse  my- 
self in — ihestn^^eforliv- 
ii%  hamuKiionsly  and  well 
within  the  l^ts  and  laws  of 
the  earth. 

Suppose  we  weren't  in  such 
a buxiy.  We  could  take  time 
to  walk  instead  of  drive,  to 
sail  Instead  (ffjQy.  To  dean  up 
our  messes.  TO  discra  our 
plans  throui^ut  file  whole 
community  before  we  send  in 
buDdozere  to  make  irrevers- 
ible dianges.  To  figure  out 
howmany  fiflh  the  wumti  i»an 
produce  before  boats  race  out 
to  beat  other  boats  to  what- 
ever fish  are  left. 

Suppose  we  went  at  a stow 
enou^  pace  not  only  to  smell 


the  flowms.  but  to  feel  our 
bodies,  play  with  children, 
look  (qtenly  witiiout  agenda 
or  tim^bte  into  the  faces  of 
toved  (mes.  Suppose  we 
stopped  gulping  fast  food  and 
started  savouring  stow  food, 
grown.  coefaefoSteTed  and  . 
eaten  with  care.  SiQpose  we 
took  time  each  day  to  sit  in 
silence.  I think,  inve  did 
those  things,  file  world 
wouldn't  need  much  saviz^ 
We  could  cut  our  energy  and 
material  drastically,  because 
we  would  get  the  frdi  good  out 
ofwhat  we  use.  We  wouldn’t 
have  to  buy  so  many  things  to 
save  time.  Q3ave  you  ever 
wondered,  with  an  onr  time- 
saving  parai^iexnalia,  what 
happens  to  all  the  time  we 
save?)  We  wouldn't  make  so 
many  mistakes.  We  could  lis- 
ten more  and  hurt  each  other 


Slowingdoimtostaethe 
world,  in  Resurgence. 

Ringmaster 

THE  Cirens  is  Western  cul- 
ture's most  popuiv  embodi- 
ment ofhuman 
^eaks,  fools  anoawe-in^ir- 
iiig  animals  min^  to 


the  oohs  and  aahs  of  the  chil- 
dren and  forced  preternatu- 
ral smiles  from  the  Ups  of 
adultSi  The  UnivecSoul  Cu> 
cus,  America’s  first  all  black 
circus  in  nearly  a centimy, 
pzovi^  elation  to  its  aucU-.  ■ 
ence  in  servings  sweeter  aiid 
more  airily  inflated  than  file 
cotton  cani^roamu^  Its  -- 
aisles.  While  its  ticket  prices, 
are,  on  average,  higher  than 
tiiose  at  other  independent 
circuses  like  Canada's  Cirque 
da  Soleil  or  The  Big  Apple 
Circus,  the  Circus' perfor- 


frieze 


Frieze. . .send  in  the  clowns 


manoes  are  routinely  sell- 
outs, so  to  speak. 

The  entertainment  is  stan- 
dard circus  fare -r-animals, 
(downs  and  stunts — but  foe 
diflbrence  is  in  file  audience 
and  to  the  way  Qie  entertain- 
ment is  geared  towards  fomn. 
One  is  struck,  of  coarse,  by  • 
file  fact  that  over  90  per  cent 
of  the  periixmers  and  pre- 
sent are  black.  The  first  we 
see  is  Casual  Gal  Dupree, 
ringmaster,  founder,  part . 
owner  of  the  dreos,  who 
walks  on  stage  not  to  the  tra- 
ditional blax^  oigan  music, 
but  to  the  pop  hop  ofKrlss 
Rross' 'me  call  and  res- 
ponse sess  ton  tbat  follows 
recalls  the  traditumal  black 
church  service,  and  eaCh  act 
has  developed  a smooth  blead 
ofeircusperformativityand 
Afrocmitrlc  woild  viewsl 
Frieze  goes  to  the  UhigeriSoul 
Circus. 

Money  money 

‘ T HAVE  no  life  totoept  in  po- 
etry.” runs  an  aphorism  d 
Wallace  Stevens;  but  man- 
other  he  says  “Money  is  a 
kindofpoetry,”  so  the  feet  he 
spent  fais  working  life  ay  viro 


president  of  a large  insur- 
ance company  did  not  invali- 
date the  claim.  It  is  plausible 
that  money,  with  all 
its  promises  of  pleasure,  foe 
anxieties  it  brt^  by  being 
elsewhere  when  needed,  the 
care  one  is  expected  to  take  to 

prevent  U from  di^ppearing 

unexpectedly,  and,  l suppose, 
file  delict  to  be  had  in  sim- 
ply making  it  has  a certain 
lelationship  with  poetry. 

And  in  so  far  as  it  is  to  be 
believed,  whether  sensibly  or 
not,  that  money  is  sometow 
real  and  credit  imaginary, 
we,  who  largely  live  on  credit 
could  claim  urith  Wallace  Ste- 
vens that  our  whole  life, 
vbether  we  are  reacting  or 
writing  poetr)’  or  applying  for 
Ufa  insurance,  is  an  affair  cif 
the  imagination. 

Lmtdon  Review  OfBoQlts 
OSkt  tdiat'sthemeaningi^ 
money? 

Jadsdam  umntsjewels,  RmaU 
Jedtdatddguardian.co.tA.:fcat 
0J7;-7»  4366;  lertteJodtHaw, 
The  Guardian,  ilPFarritigdon 
Rood,  London  F.CIR  3ERs 


Hannah  Pool 
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Th»  Guardian  BWday  September  12 1997 
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Slavery  in  shoe  factories 


This  giant  shoe,  made  from  bamboo,  wood  and  lategbvflvie  art  stndentsr  was  nnahnw  111  Rgn»ii»gtft«w^*ftr!»K.T/>ndon.  ycftCTflaytoia™*^»«<^o«»^gT^»ort  photograph:  seam  smth 

Trampling  on  the  children 


Julia  Ptaieb 


I ILLIOMS  of 
I pairs  of  shoes 
sold  on  the  UK’s 
I high  streets 
I have  been  pro- 
duced in  the  TUrd  World 
under  slave  labour  condi- 
tions, accordii^  to  a report 
published  today. 

The  research  highlights 
w(Hrklng  conditions  endured 
by  thousands  of  wockers  tn 
such  places  as  fJiiuH,  Vietnam 
and  Brazil,  where  child 
l^x>nr,  poverty  wages  and 
heattti  risks  are  cammonplace. 

The  report  — Jtist . How 
Clean  Are  Your  Shoes? — has 


been  prepared  by  the  Catholic 
aid  agency  Cafod.  It  does  net, 
however,  want  stores  to  b^- 
oott  shoes  produced  in  devel' 
oping  countries  b^use  this 
could  lead  to  the  dosure 
some  factories,  causing  fur- 
ther hardship  for  workers. 

Instead,  it  wants  retailers 
to  lay  down  tou^  roles  to  en- 
sure overseas  suppliers  pay 
sufficient  wages  to  meet  basic 
needs,  offer  basic  ranpiloy- 
ment  rights  and  refuse  to  use 
chtid  labour.  And  ,tt  wants 
mwipaniw;  to  ewtpioy  inde- 
pendent inspectors  to  make 
mann&cturers  keep  to  their 
codes  of  conducL 

British  consumers  spend 
fSbillkm  a year  qh  213 mil- 


lion pairs  of  shoes — and  four 
out  of  five  pairs  are  inyxirted. 
Last  year  one  in  every  fi>ur 
pairs  of  shoes  sold  in  the  HE 
was  made  in  where 

shoes  can  be  produced  for 
£1.77  a pair.  It  would  cost 
£13A5  to  mnicip  similar  <hnag 

OrigkM  of  UK  sbo*  imports 

(mHlkms  of  pairs) 


IMS 

1967 

38.0 

SA 

Rmy 

32.9 

37A 

Indoiwis 

31A 

4A 

Spten 

17.1 

142 

PortuyiS 

14A 

9.9 

VtofaMm 

14,5 

OA 

India 

&a 

4.7 

BiwdI 

6.8 

6.6 

■ erflbA  AxXHwr  AnoeWian 


in  the  UK  In  some  Chinese 
shoe  fhetaries,  new  wodem 
can  be  pedd  3E^  Ibr  a nine- 
hour  day  and  up  to  a third 
may  -be  deducted  for  board 
and  lodging.  Workers  have 
only  one  or  two  rest  days  a 
nKmth  and  three  days  holiday 
a year. 

In  one  &ctc^  in  sb*mM!n, 
China’s  booming  enterprise 
zme  just  outside  Ebmg  Eoi^ 
Caibd  found  a factory  employ- 
ing ehfld  labour  where  th^ 
were  no  fixe  exits  or  fixe  ex- 
tinguishers. Two  years  ago  20 
woi^ers  died  inashoefrehny 
fire  in  the  same  r^on. 

Cafbd  highlights  the  pun- 
ishments and  'hwnfHaHffn  tO 
which  some  workers  are  sub- 


jected. It  has  reports  of  man- 
agers pimifdiing  some  Chi- 
nese workers  slow  work 
by  forcing  them  to  kneel 
their  heads  on  the  floor. 

In  Brazil  women  are  regu- 
larly examined  to  ensure  they 
are  not  pregnant  when  they 
a^ly  for  jobs.  In  cme  foctoiy, 
workers  told  Cafod  tl^  were 
allowed  only  fiinn*  minutes  a 
day  to  use  the  lavatory. . 

Cafbd  is  also  concemed 
about  the  health  risks  to 
workers,  especially  children, 
using  inifrifrfr-iwT  ^ues  and  sol- 
vents witoout  any  protection 
or  proper  ventilation. 

The  glues  used  for  sticking 
soles  can  produce  toxic  tomes 
which  are  easily  absorbed  by 


young  people’s  bodies  and 
cause  dizziness,  vomiting,  ul- 
cers and  long-term  neuridc^- 
cal  and  respiratory  problems. 

Most  large  UK  firms  al- 
ready have  codes  of  conduct 
intended  to  ensive  workers 
are  fhirly  treated  but  Cafod 
said  liiver  Island,  Littlewoods 
and  British  Shoe,  which  oper- 
ates Holds  and  Shoe  Express, 
required  companies  to  adhere 
only  to  local  laws. 

A spokesman  for  River 
Islaxtd  said  the  company  “pas- 
sionately  d^lcoed  the  use  of 
child  labour"  and  firequeotly 
Inspected  suppliers'  pre- 
mises. Littlewoods  said  it  was 
considering  toughening  up  its 
code  of  practice. 


End  of  duty-free  ‘will  raise  fares’ 


Jmii— MaHde 


INTSRNAITONAL.  travel- 
lers could  free  increases  o£ 
£14  per  person  if  duty-free 
shopping  is  scrapped  in 
Europe,  reports  claimed 
yestieniay. 

Up  to  30.000  Jobs  in  the 
Euxppean  Union  aviation  sec- 
tor are  at  risk  if  abolitioa 
goes  ahead  in  1999.  Sir  Jefon 
B^UQ.  chairman  of  airpmts 
operator  BAA,  predicted  a 
third  these  would  he  In  the 
UK 

Reports  commissinned  by 
the  European  Travel 
Pacaarph  Eoundation  «»id  alT- 
ports  would  substantially 
raise  their  landing  charges 


resulting  In  higher  fores  finr 
passengers;  There  would  also 
be  huge  job  arts  ammig  air- 
port and  airtiTifl  efafT,  mann. 
facturers  and  retailers. 

The  r^xnrts  publisbed  by 
the  Duty-Free  Cemfoderatkm 
foDow  warnings  of  up  to 
10,800  job  losses  among  fony 
and  harbour'  arafr,  idus  an- 
other 22JXX>  job  losses  in 
tourism. 

Greece  may  lose  . 500,000 
tourists  a year,  and  Tuzk^, 
Spain  and  Pmtngal  would 
aim  suSbr  as  hoUdaymakers 
f^ted  for  destinations  outmde 
tfaeEU. 

- Fares  on  the  cheapest 
scheduled  airlines  could  rise 
between  5 and  20  per  emit 
because  of  the  lost  revenue. 


and  even  aMines  wifii  a hi^ 
proportion  of  busine^  travel- 
lers mi^t  have  to  increase 
charges  by  5 per  cent  - . 

Airlines  have  to  cut 

fiigbfo  white  zegional  airports 
faced  losses  and  investment 
problems,  said  aviation  lead- 
ers at  a press  conforenee  in 

TymAnw  ' 

Sir  John  said  that  BAA 
stood  to  lose  between  £20mll- 

Tlnn  wnrt  "ifTHnn  a . year 

even  if  it  increased  diaiges  to 
airlines.  . . 

“Nobody  wins  from  the  abo- 
Ixtkm  tax  and  dxrtyfree 
shopping.  Not  the  «wMiimwr 
and  certainly  not  tiwsewlio 
depend  on  the  industry  ibr 
work.  Travellers  will  not  only 
lose  a valued  part  of  their 


holiday,  they  will  also  foce 
higher  costs  and  jobs  will  be 
lost.  Politicians  here  and 
ateuad  should  think  again.” 

Roger  Bnm^.  managing 
director  of  Britannia  Air- 
ways, whose  aircraft  have 
Keep  Duty  Fliee  nnhlazoned 
on  thMr  toselage,  said:  “Char- 
ter airlines  and  low-cost 
scheduled  airlines  wHl  suffer 
a double  whammy  throng 
loss  nf  in  Jllght  aaTa^  anrf  tha 
frinr^ga  In  landingnbargaf 

“These  increases  simply 
cannot  be  absorbed  and  hence 
the  cost  of  hoidday  flights 
within  the  EU  win  rise.** 

Dutyfree  and  taz-fiee  busi- 
ness is  thou^t  to  be  worth 
£8  billion  worldwide,  with 
£49  UlUon  in  the  EU. 


Warier  ‘green  l€»ague’  planned 


Meholas  Bannister 

Technology  Editor 


The  environment 

Agen^r  is  ptenning  to 
draw  up  league  tables  to 
shame  the  water  companies 
into  improviiig  their  green 
credentials. 

Richard  Greener,  the  agen- 
cy’s head  of  periodic  review,' 
said  yesterday:  "Althou^  ira 
can  say  that  one  water  com- 
pany is  good  on  leakage,  con- 
trol and  another  poor  on  pros- 
ecutions, we  have  no  ove^ 
measure  oC  environmental 
perfbcmance. 

**n>e  agency  is 'er^ozisg 
tbeidea  of  esmhiishing  envi- 
ronmental performance  indt 


Underside 


Dan  Atkinson 


ONE  jnonrner  who 
wouldn't-  have  let 
wild  faocses  him 
from  WaMhwIneter  Ahb^ 
would  have  been  - the  late 
Robert  Maxwell,  the  Royal- 
ist publisher  with  a cavaUer 
attitude  to  other  peopled 
money,  Captain  was  a 
Di  fon  from  way  bach:  in 
Christmas- 1982,  he  dls- 

patch^  to  13,000  enrrent 

and  miqdivees  of  hte^ 
Pergamon/BPCC  group  a 
hardback  coUeetton  of 

idossy  TMawa  |dz  enfirted, 
with  uncanny  preedenee, 
Diana,  Princess  of  Wales 
<the  sabJiCla.  Our  Futiire 
Qqeen,  lets  down  the  Doris 
Stokes  act).  But  he  didn't  let 


cators  mmiiar  to  the  levels  of 
service  used  by  Ofrnrt  and  the 
league  tables  used  in  other 
areas  of  service  provision.*' 

TTiP  agmey  ateady  pets  cer- 
tain MwirnnnxwrtflT  mforma- 
tiion  from  the  water  and  sew- 
age groups,  including 
prosecution  arid  pbDxitioa  in- 
cidents discharge  con- 
sents. But  tt  wants  the  compa- 
nies to'provlde  fliem  with 
miore. 

“There  is  a lot  which  they 
are  not  required  to  gtve  us,’’  a 
^Kikes  woman  said:.  “For  osr 
ample,  droo^  oontingmicy 
piawa  which'  indode  a lot 
detail  about  water 
resources.”  - • 

Ed  G^agher;  the  agaftcy*s 
r'hirfwtwcutivie.  has  wi'illen  to 


IH  get  'td  file  way.  of  bo^ 
uesK  hte  CEutetma^mess^ 
devotes  -one  paragraiih'  to- 
the  hook  and  lUree  to  Poga^ 
mon^PCC,  including  the 
statement:  *^kviiig  neantly 
♦nVon  over.' the  Chairzmu>- 


an  the  water  companies  tell- 
ing tbBTn  that  environmental 
needs  must  be  given  ‘lotgier 
consUteration”  in  determin- 
ing the  scale  and  funding  of 
the  industry's  investment 
progFamme  for  2000  to  2010. 

He  is  concemed  that  envl- 
ronmental  issues  might  he  ig- 
nored as  the  companies  seek 
to  achieve  the  reductions  in 
customacs^  hlQs  whidi  Ian 
Byatt,  the  director  general  of 
OfwaL  the  industry’s  finan- 
cial regulator,  has  said  he 
wants  to  see  after  2000. 

“It  is  right  tint  customers 

Callaghar 

'sBl3.'"Bizt  Qiere  miut  be  no 
question  Of  file ' oivironmen- 
tei . improvement  programme 
being  capped  by  predeteP' 


ship  of  our  pension  fimds,  F 
j . ; *iw  dMng  my  'utmost  to 
qpgore  that  our  many  . . . 
pamrimt-plang  . . . Will  be  1316 
best  in  the  industry. ” 

Engineer  bba  dts- 

this  week  that 
its  aviatiiOD'  divisibii  is 
in  file  habit  of  ns^  dead 

n*rt/»lfctnc  tO  tCSt  itS  afaczaft 
wtndscrewte-  ■ Accotiliug-  to 
chief  executive  Rohexrto 
C^tarta,  file  are 

fired  at  the  screens  at  apeeds 
of  up  to  SOOrnph.  Infs  wish 
BBA  better  hick  than  Brit- 
ish RaH.  wUeb.  a fow  years 

l>a<er,  itomwiwrfrrted  PiiMclff 

efficacy  of  its  tndns  in 
repelling  our  -fbathered 
MtmAn  ^ fixing  a ffiteteo 
at  an  and  coaches. 

This  AMisft  Cooper  routine 
bad  an  unfixrtnnate  endhigs 
the  «eri«dcflH,  bffiig  froimn, 
fi^yad  yigtrt-  tbronidi  thd 
comotive  anothar  threa 


wiiriBd  price  limits.’*  He  said 
investment  was  required  to 
Inmrove  the  quality  of  rivers 
and  coastal  waters,  for  the 
restoration  of  rivers  and  wet- 
ted habitats  damaged  by  ex- 
cessive water  extraction,  and 
to  bring abouta  more  sustain- 
able  balance  between  cus- 
tomer demand  for  water  and 
fha  Impact  on  *”ha  envlrcm- 
ment. 

• QfWaf s National'CustoniK 
CouncU.  in  Its  written  sub- 
mission to  the  Govemmentfs 


utility  r^platUm  review,  has 
demanded'that  the  statutory 

duties  of  the  director-general 

of  Ofwat  should  be  atteied  to 

maVp  (jf  CUSbnn- 

ers*  Interests  a primary 
rather  than  a secendkey  duty. 


carriages,  according  to 
witnesses. 

WHO  said  the  ptinted 
word  has  had  it? 
Soioiis  newspeptta 

and  wtmpM»lnae  we^Sl  lU  St 

10  stone  every  month  and 
take  785  hours  to  reed 
thoroughly.  Ihese  gripping 
rfarHaHwB  come  courtesy  of 
CavtT  nmBdDe.'a  'pesiodt 
cal  of  peadodleals  oflkring  a’ 
digest  of  ^everyone  elsa’s 
stuff  to  Just  £290  for  every 
monfidy  tesoe.  (teeat  idea? 
Mm.  nmybe.  The  titles  to  be 

scoured  to  materiel  indode 

Wall  Street  Jonmal  and 


Two  quit  before 
nuclear  merger 


biduBtrW  Editor 


The  two  senior  execu- 
tives at  bfogttoc  Eteetric, 
the  state-owned  nuclear 
gwi»ator,  are  to  quit  ahead  of 
the  company’s  merger  with 
British  Nuclear  Fuels,  which 
Is  getting  bogged  down  in  fi- 
nancial hftygitwf  with  the 
Govammmt. 

Mark  Baker,  chairman  of 

WagTwtT,  and  Ray  TTaTI,  rhiaf 

executive.  wiQ  teave  and  play 
no  part  in  the  merged  entity, 
it  was  revealed  yestoday. 

Mr  Hall  is  retiring  at  the 
end  of  tWa  month  after  40 
years  in  the  industry.  Mr 
Baker  has  decided  to  leave,  as 
he  sees  no  appropriate  job  for 
himself  in  the  new  company, 
but  win  stay  on  until  Magnox 
shares  are  transferred  to 
BNFL,.  That  Is  supposed  to 
tafca  place  autumn. 

News  of  the  departures 
came  yesterday  as  Magnox. 
which  runs  the  country's  old- 
est reactors,  issued  its 

accounts  for  foe  year  to  foe 
end  of  March.  Ihese  con- 
firmed that  the  blU  to  be  paid 
by  the  taxpayer  to  flind  reac- 
tor ctean-up  costs  had  risen  to 
Just  under  £4  Hioinn  iqi  by 
£273  mOUon  in  Mie  year. 

Under  a fimm^  the  *TOU*' 

from  the  Government  appre- 
ciates by  49  per  cent  above 
inflation  each  year. 

The  Government  is  de- 
manding BNFL  and  Magnox 


BNFL  is  locating  for  maxi- 
mum ffrianriai  security  from 
the  Government  Ministers 
are  pushing  for  other  effi- 
ciency measures  — and  Mag- 
nox. reporting  a £261  million 
operating  profit  before  revi- 
sions of  liabilities,  said  yes- 
terday It  aimed  to  cut  costs  by 
neariy  £70  million  by  2000. 

Magnox  said  it  had  cut  Its 
liabilities  bill  by  £500  Twiinoin 
in  the  year  by  reappraising 
risks.  But  it  continues  to 
shoulder  a £680  million  deficit 
uncovered  Iqr  the  lOU  or  cash 
and  investments. 


News  in  brief 


Clouds  on  Rio 
Tinto’s  horizon 

MWING  group  Rk>  Tinto  pushed  up  pre-tax  profits  by  9 per  cent 
mthe^!  hafforthte  year  against  the  santeper^ 

Ute  Dooa&mg  world  economy  means  business  is  set  fair  Into 
lOSe^accorflicgtochairman  Ritert  WUsoa 
'nie  8^5  miiiion  (£S30mllliaa)  pnllt  was  in  line  with  expec- 
ttilens,  but  the  freezing  ttftbe  dividend  at  165  cents  a Share 
dtaapp^ted  markets,  and  the  shares  dropped  28«'ip  to 686i4p. 
Mr  Vi  ilson  said:  "Global  ecMiomic  growth.  ■ .has  been 

predicted  at  the  start  of  the  j'ear,  with  consequent 
oe»»u  for  foe  metals  and  minenls  markets.**  But  sameclou^ 
(« the  horizon  marred  Rio  Tinto's  results.  Atooug  them  wen 
the  unrortain ties  surrounding  the  gold  price,  which  has  been 
hit  by  heart-  central  bank  seUing. 

Itorbule.nci:*  in  South-east  Asian  markets  was  another  prob- 
tem^d  Mr  Wilson.So  were  large  quantities  of  copper  that  had 
stacM  appe.iring  on  the  market.  possiht,v  supidied  (Wan  Chi- 
na s huge  stockpile-  Dan  Atkinsm 


National  Express  to  cut  jobs 

job  .'asses  in  National  Express's  five  train  operating  enmpa- 
ntowere  threatened  yesmday  h>*  ,a  company  plim  for  new 
soteumie:- in  foe  bttslnesan  h has  been  running  since  last  year 
The  bus  and  rail  group's  chalnnan.  Michael  Davis,  repurted  that 
half-year  prafits  were  £34  million,  cn  a tunxAer  o(  E4Tn  millton 
Rail’s  con  trdiutioB  to  the  tunxniTr  was  pgM  miUi^  and  lu 
operating  profits  A-eregl.lmUlion.  — KrithHarpar 


Vickers  sells  medical  firms 

VICKERS,  which  make*  ChaUeoger  tanks  and  Roite-Royce  cars, 
said  yestenisy  that  U wtn  eeU  its  medical  bushanaeB  has 

already  rcre:  ved  approaches  ftom  IS  potential  buy-en.  Chalnnan 
Sir  Colin  Chandler  said  most  of  the  approaches  h^  come  frem 
within  the  ffiedicnl  Indunry.  The  news  came  as  Vidters  an- 
nounced a fall  ui  first  half  pretax  profits,  from  £31 A million  to  £15 
mfUlon,  duo  m,i:r.]y  toihercmpany  takinga  £125  mUUtmoneoir 
hit  to  cover  the  costs  of  the  di^usaL  — Ian  Kuii; 


Salmon  dumping  hits  Booker 

BOOKER,  the  food  {mcesaor  and  distributor,  said  yestenla.v  that 
the  strength  of  the  pound  would  probably  knock  £7  mlUion  from 
fliU-year  pro.fit&  Chaztes  Bon-en.  rhiefoxecutive,  .sakl  the  group’s 
salmon  farcung  operation  had  been  hit  partiadarly  hard.  ^\n- 
Douncing  .i  !hl!  ui  first-half  pre-tax  profits  from  £24.7  million  to 
£22  million,  he  said  the  salmon  division  bad  also  been  hit  b>- 
Norwegian  companies  ’dumping’  oa  to  the  markoL  — Ian  Kinp 


Crisp  profits  disintegrate 


United  Bisetdto 

start  piictgii 


19M  ' tse  ' 1N6  1997 


CRISP  wars  in  the  UK  and 
Australia,  plus  the  strong 
pound  and  restructuring 
costs,  slashed  profits  at  United 
Biscuits  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year.  Pre-tax  profit  fen  from 
£43  million  to  £14  million, 
after  £31  mUlion  of  closure 
costs  and  a £4  million  hh  from 
currency  translations.  Despite 
lower  sales  of  own-label  crisps 
to  British  supermarkets,  vir- 
tually all  the  profit  came  from 
the  UK.  The  Australian  ci^ 
business  suffered  from  bitter 
competition  with  P^iCo. 
Chief  executive  Eric  ISHcqU 
saUi  the  group  was  in  the 
second  phase  of  a recovery 
programme  which  would  see 
growth  beginning  next  year. 


Arjo  looks  good  on  paper 

The  Aijo  llilggins  Appleton  paper  and  packaging  company  has 
bounced  back  tobealfo  wltha2i6  percent  ju^  in  half-year  profit 
to  £68A  million.  *rbe  results  compare  with  a particularly  pocNT  first 
half  for  1996.  whicb  with  the  second  half oflSSS  was  described  by 
tlmcompan^'asthewivstperiodithadaperiencedsmeellate- 
tioBL  Cost  cutting,  a better  business  mix  and  Improved  pricing  In 
the  paper  and  pulp  imhistry  have  outweighed  the  effects  <£a 
stomg  pound  which  cost  Aijo  about  £11  million. -- 


British  Energy  for  US 

BRITISH  ENERGY,  the  privatised  nudearpoweremnpany.has 
set  up  a new  US  joint  venture  with  Peco  Enmgy  of  Phfl^idphia  to 
buy  and  operate  American  aUHUie  reactors,  for  sale  as  the  Ameri- 
can market  deregulates.  America’s  100  nuclear  plants  account  for 
about  K per  emt  of  foe  world's  nudear  capacity. — Steion  BHzris 


Coats  Viyelia  loses  thread 

TEXTILE  group  Coats  Viyelia  yesterday  revealed  lower-thon- 
expected  first  halfearnings  and  warned  that  foe  second  half  was 
likely  to  be  pcNsrer  than  last  ^-ear.  Pre-tax  profits  feD  12  per  cent  to 
£41,5  Diillioii,  while  CiQ*  anal>'sts  had  been  expecting  up  to  £50 
rniOioa.  Coats'  fashion  brands  •—  especially  Jaeger  and  Ber^us 
— did  particularly  badly,  with  operating  profits  down  from  £92 
miUionto  £3.5  million.  N^chiefexecutiveMidiaclOst  Is 
wmking  on  a strategic  revien’ of  the  coinpan>’. --- i/ulio  FuxA 


Guardian  Crossword  No  21 ,067 

Set  by  Chifbnie 


cut  their  uahuwes  for  dean- 
up  drastically,  to  limit  the 
taxpayers'  exposure,  but 


National  Geographic  (folr 
esiongh)  pi"?  Taller,  Total 
Sport  H"^!***!?*****^  Foio 
Mapwiiw_  Anyone  relying 
on  Cover  ought  to  have  an 
interesting  view  of  the 
world- 

WHY  shouldn’t  George 
Carey  sound  off 
abont  fodnstiT  to  the 

TUC?Heis,afteraU,ammn- 
ber  of  the  Board  ofTrade,  as 

Is  Mr  Blair,  the  Btehop  of 
T/mdo",  the  Minister  for  the 
Azmed  Forces  and  the  Mas- 
ter of  tlhe  itniig-  With  such 
our  performance 
te  easily  C9qi>lalned. 


TOURI6T  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Aiitiraii*  2.14 
Austate  19.47 
Betghmi^.lC 
Cwwd«ai49 
Cyprus  0.S2 
Dwmailt  ULB1 
Finland  8.279 


Ff*Bee9L2U 
Oermany  2.7B7. 
QrMM  49426 
Hone  Kpng  11A45 

ln«*  68.00 

Ireland  1,027 
Israel  S.57 


naiy  8.726 

Mails  oaii 

Nsiharlands  9.105 
New  Zealand  244 
Norway  11.428 
Portugal  28a76 
Saudi  AraWa&BS 


Stagapomm 
Seudi  Atria  78S 
Spain  232.00 
Swadon  12.08 
Sotawend  2379 
Turkay  260,840 
USA  1.SS3 


SewIM  ey /MWW(  SMk  {SMeiMp  m«M  rupM  and  toM0  atakatf. 


Across 


1 Monk  woidd  ride  wfldly  in 
drama  (5,4,4) 

10  Withdraw  sQlcfler'k 
entertainment 

11  Foolish  person  returned 
barrel  and  box  of  wine  (7) 

15  ^eak  about  Penny  Page 
being  Ul  of  vittfity 

13  Drunk  each  day  and  Bfeless 
M 

14  Bids  cut  Off  mottled  fruit  (5) 

16  Prriatefindsnewonienin 
*Othdlo”(9!) 

18  Cleaner  retains  meat  for 
ttti8lf(9) 

19  Dance  engagement  requires 
beartleee  piBctica  @ 

80  Cooked  foe  garlic  tn  a 
sleepy  state  (9) 

83  The  man%  to  dwindle  away 
to  nothing  (9) 


24  Crook  found  Conservatives 
more  promising  (7) 

88  Sailor  gets  soie — a type  of 
seafood  (7) 

26  Feature  about  irritating  note 
in  musical  performance  (6,7) 

Down  


2 Bond  is  to  see  queen  about 
babies' food  (9) 

3 Each  girl  tel  foe  train  (5) 

4 This  subfect  has 
hypofoesiser,  initlany,  in 
knots 

5 Lad  with  renown  developed 
into  man  of  property  (9) 

6 Scornful  foofoaller  goes 
rtejid  the  Royal  kistitotion  (9) 

7 Speak  to  foe  bosrd  without 
control  (5) 

8 Ibam^  drtiftfteri  players 
catcall  endessty  (7,^ 

9 Kind  offer  to  pick  to  Edward 
«B-7) 


CROSSWORD  SOLUnON  21 ,068 


15  A ^)ell  in  Eastern  mission 
(9) 

16  Workers  on  8 lake  hold  a key 
for  animal  collection  ^ 

17  German  entering  nearby 
municipality  in  retiring  outfit 
(9) 

21  Henry  inftia0ys(g»pofting 
mmmunist^  oath  of  fidteity 

82  Oneteafterfurfroman 
animal  (5) 

23  President  called  causing 
accident^ 

Sohition  tomorrow 


on  0821  338  an,  Cate  ent  50d 


RBCveuNa 

nw^PWtuwUa 

nwreiiiluiUK 

nawpapMamna 
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FinanceQusat^Bn 


Old  and 
fat  to 
power 
fitness 
clubs 

image  of  ‘poseur 
in  G-string’ to  be 
shed, writes 
David  Brindle 


Fitness  clubs  are 
booming  but  will  have 
to  shake  off  their 
im^se  of  belief  only  for  the 
lissom  and  lycra-clad,  a 
report  by  maxket  ana^st 
Mintel  warns  today. 

Further  expansion  of  the 
sector,  now  worth  almost 
£1  billion,  will  depend  on 
attracting  older,  fatter 
people  who  may  be  intimi- 
dated by  the  prospect  of  ex- 
posing their  flabby  frames, 
the  report  says. 

Mintel  describes  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  health  and 
fitness  indnstry  as  being  at 
‘‘breakneck”  speed.  Almost 
2 million  people  are  esti- 
mated to  be  members  of  I 
2,200  clubs,  a growth  rate 
of  more  than  25  per  cent  In 
five  years.  Hie  maxket  is 
valued  at  £972  million,  np 
almost  40  per  cent  In  real 
terms  on  a 1992  estimate. 

The  report  says  that  the 
industry  is  witnessing  sig- 


Body  beantiflil . . . tha  traiKtinnai  imagB  of  the  fitness  club  fouatlc,  which  may  he  transformed  to  boost  giuwth  photograph:  dawd  shutoe 


nificant  takeover  and  flota- 
tion activity  and  large 
numbers  of  new  entrants. 
Bnt  it  cantions  that  growth 
cannot  go  on  withont  clnbs 
re-focnring  their  profiles  to 
appeal  to  a more  mature 
and  increasingly  unfit 
clients. 

The  number  of  pec^le  in 


the  25-34  age  group  is  foil- 
ing, says  MinteL  while  Ihe 
35-44  age  group  is  projected 
to  rise  10  per  cent  in  the 
next  fonr  years. 

On  the  other  hand,  the 
report  that  the 

great  majority  of  ns  would 
like  to  be  ^ estimating 
that  only  8 per  emit  are  be- 


yond hope  and  foil  into  a 
category  tagged  “slobs”. 

Researchers  conducted 
group  interviews  with  non- 
members of  clnbs,  asUng 
what  mental  picture  they 
had  of  them.  “Certain 
stereotypes,*’  says  the 
report.  “are  well 
establidied.** 


One  woman  summed  up 
the  club  environment  as  “a 
lot  of  poseurs  in  G-strings”. 
Another  described  club 
members  as  “skinny 
people**,  while  a man 
equated  the  annual  mem- 
bership fee  with  *‘£800 
worth  of  lycra”. 

Chris  Butcher,  Mintel  lei- 


sure analyst,  said:  “The  op- 
erators need  to  convey  that 
clnbs  are  not  just  for  the 
beautiful  peo^e, . bnt  for 
those  of  all  shapes  and 
sizes.” 


Special  Report  on  Health  arri 
Fhness;  Mintel,  18  Long  Lane, 
London  EC1A9HE;  £895. 


Discount  for  all  but  the  poor 


Minister  attacks 
new  gas  tariffs 


Celia  Weston 
Industrial  Correspondent 

The  Government 
last  night  attacked 
the  level  of  gas 
charges  for  the 
poor,  after  it 
emerged  that  price  cuts  for 
customers  announced  yester- 
day by  British  Gas  would  ex- 
clude at  least  a million  of  the 
most  needy  consumers. 

Energy  minister  John 
Battle  said  he  was  deeply  con- 
cerned at  the  difi^rence  in  gas 
prices  for  low  income  con- 
sumers and  other  users. 

The  package  of  price  cuts 
wotild  widen  the  gap  between 
rich  and  poor  gas  users,  a mil- 
lion of  whom  used  prepay- 


ment meters.  "We  don't  want 
to  end  up  with  the  poorest 
underpinning  the  better  ofi,” 
Mr  Battle  said.  ‘Tm  deeply 
concerned  at  the  widening 
differentiaL" 

Another  2 million  people 
will  benefit  fimn  lower  biDs 
only  if  they  pay  their  quar- 
terly accounts  in  foil  within 
10  days. 

But  6 million  bOUSdtOld  g^ 

users  who  pay  by  direct  debit 
— usually  higher  income 
households  — and  another  10 
million  prompt  payers  are  ex- 
pected to  see  an  average  cut 
in  their  annual  bill  of  9 per 
cent,  or  £28. 

Mr  BatOe  said:  “Prepay- 
ment meter  custmners  are  not 
in  a position  to  switch  to 
direct  debit  I have  asked  the 


r^ulator  to  look  into  the 
whole  question.'* 

The  Gas  Consumers  Coun- 
cU.  too.  warned  that  the  tariff 
freeze  for  1 miTlinn  prepay- 
ment meter  users  would 
worsen  their  position.  It 
would  mean  the  poorest  con- 
sumers paying  a dispropc^ 
tionately  price  for  their 
gas,  the  council  said.  It  called 
on  the  Government  and  on 
the  Industry  watchde^  Ol^as, 
to  act 

The  unequal  allocation  of 
price  cuts  Centrica,  tbe  de- 
merged ^ply  arm  t/C  the  for- 
mer British  Gas.  came  despite 
pledges  in  the  July  Bud^t  by 
the  Chancellor,  Gordon 
Brown,  that  all  gas  consum- 
ers would  benefit  finm  lower 
prices.  He  promised  that  the 
overall  fall  in  gas  prices 
would  deliver  a drop  of  £90  in 
next  year’s  foel  bills  com- 
pared with  those  in  1996. 

Roy  Gardner,  chief  execu- 
tive of  Centrica,  acknowl- 
edged that  the  price  differen- 
tial between  tow  MgVww 
income  customers  was  wlden- 


ing-  He  said,  however,  that 
pre-payment  meta*  customers 
had  euloyed  a 25  per  cent 

reduction  in  prices  since 
privatisation. 

‘The  benefits  of  competi- 
tion are  there  for  a very  large 
percentage  of  customers.''  he 
said.  Tbe  additional  admin- 
strative  costs  of  servicing  pre- 
payment meter  customers 


were  an  industry-wide  prob- 
lem. 

Under  the  changes  an- 
nounced yesterday,  tbe 
amount  but  not  the  alloca- 
tion,  of  the  price  cuts  had 
been  forced  on  tbe  comp^oy 
by  the  regulatory  regime 
under  which  Centrica's  sup- 
ply business,  British  Gas 
Trading,  is  required  to  pass 


The  price  of  gas 


Avenge  annual  ges  billa 
since  privatisation,  UK,  Ee 


"ah'sy-aa  m soi-.’»t..92  ss"e« 


cost  savings  dired:  to  consum- 
ers. 

But  the  allocation  of  bene- 
fits has,  in  part,  beoi  deter- 
mined by  Centrica’s  desire  to 
win  back  direct  debit  custont- 
ers  who  have  swltdied  to  rival 
suppliers  since  coropetltloQ 
bas  been  introduced  for  about 
2 million  gas  coosQinais  in  the 
south  west  and  south  east 
Bni^and.  It  has  lost  about  23 
per  cent  of  its  customers  to 
competii^  sopidiers. 

Tbe  price  cuts  are  to  be  fi- 
nanced by  savings  from  foree 
sources:  on  transportation 
costs  — about  £300  wiUllnn 
following  the.MoDOpolxes  and 
Mergers  Commission  report 
which  forced  pipeline  com- 
pany, Transco,  to  cut  its 
diaries:  approodmately  £70 
ituHicti  from  tbe  abdilion  of 
the  gas  levy  — a form  of 
North  Sea  eiq^loratlon  tax; 
and  eqpected  sayings  from 
the  renegotiation  of  exp^ 
sive  “take  or  pay”  contracts, 
under  which  B<?T  is  buying 
gas  at  2p  to  3p  a therm  above 
the  market  rate. 


Interest  rates  put  on  hold 


Chari  ott*  Danny 

and  Roger  Cewe 

HJJONS  mort- 
gage holdeis  and 
borrowers  yester- 
day won  a respite 
from  dearer  interest  charges 
when  tbe  Bank  of  England  an- 
nounced it  was  leaving  base 
rates  on  hold. 

The  Bank’s  monetary  pol- 
icy committee,  made  up  of  in- 
dependent economists  and 
Bank  officials,  finished  its 
two-day  meeting  at  lunchtime 
yesterday  with  the  brief  an- 
nouncement that  rates  would 
stay  at  7 per  cent  The  min- 
utes of  the  meeting  will  be 
published  next  month. 

After  four  quarter  percent- 
age point  rises  in  as  many 


months,  yesterday's  freeze 
was  widely  expected.  The 
committee  said  after  it  raised 
rates  In  August  that  it  was 
timft  for  a pause  to  allow 
dearer  borrowing  to  impact 
on  the  economy. 

Industry  leaders  and  mort- 
gage lenders  welcomed  tbe  de- 
cision. A spokesman  for  the 
Confederation  of  British  In- 
dustry said:  “This  is  consis- 
tent with  the  recent  good 
news  on  inflation  and  other 
weater  than  expected  eco- 
nomic data.” 

Industry  leaders  have  been 
increasingly  concerned  that 
high  UK  interest  rates  are 
driving  up  the  pound  and 
makii^  it  (Ufflcult  for  firms  to 
sen  British  ^Kids  abroad. 

Analysts  said  yesterday 
there  were  signs  that  higher 


mortg^  rates  are  b^inning 
to  quell  economic  aettvi^. 
Recent  Indicators  suggest 
that  consumer  spending  may 
be  cooling  down. 

Surveys  showed  slower 
retail  sales  growth  in  August 
while  Septonber  is  ahaping 
up  to  be  a quiet  month  as 
national  mourning  after  the 
death  of  Diana,  Princess  ot 
Wales  saw  shoppers  staying 
from  the  stores. 

One  of  the  UK’s  largest  de- 
partment chains.  John  Lewis, 
announced  yesterday  that 
sales  fell  by  9.3  per  cent  in  the 
week  to  September  6. 

Its  Stuart  Hamp- 

son,  said  there  was  no  danger 
of  consumer  gi«>riing  foi- 
ling inflation.  “Tbe  retail 
market  remains  as  conveti- 
tive  as  ever,  sharpened  by  the 


continning  growth  in 
floorspace. 

“Just  as  important,  the 
wiodfoll  has  to  be  seen 
as  a Short-term  boost  to  sales. 
The  current  judgment- of  the 
Banv  that  they  have  done 
enniigh  on  interest  rates  to 
head'Off  .the  risk  of  inflation 
seems  to  me  to  be  r^iht” 

But  Mwne  City  analysts  be- 
lieve that  interest  rates  have 
not  yet  peaked,  and  that  there 
wiD  be  a further  Increase  by 
the  end  of  the  year  or  early 
next  yew.  “Given  the  current 
risks,  policy  will 
have  to  remain  Smi,”  said 
David  Kem.  chi^  economist 
at  NatWesL 

“A  forfher  025  percenter 
point  rise  will  probably  be 
necessary  before  the  end  of 

1997.” 


Run  your  own  home  loan  — by  PC 


Consumer  group  wary  about  plan  by 
Legal  & General,  reports  Sarah  Ryle 


Homeowners  wm  be 
administering  their 
own  mor^ges  by  the 
end  of  the  year,  insiu^ce 
firm  Legal  & General  said 
yesterday.  Consumer  repre- 
sentatives warned  that 
would  be  for  too  complex 
for  many  people  to  handle. 

Unveiling  interim  results 
showing  the  value  of  all  its 
mortgages  — one  in  12  of 
British  ^me  lofliift  to  be 
£600  million,  the  insurer 
said  It  welcomed  Govern^ 
ni«t  calls  for  more  flexi- 
bue  loans  to  match  chain- 
ing employment  patterns. 


Group  chief  executive 
David  Prosser  said:  “We 
want  people  to  do  their  own 
administration  so  they  can 


see  exactly  what  is  happen- 
ing to  their  money.” 

llie  company  Stressed  the 
benefits  that  it  would  glean 
from  lower  costs.  Custom- 
ers would  use  on-line  com- 
puter technology  to  admin- 
ister their  own  payments 
without  bothering  admkils- 
trative  staff  “who  add  to 
costs”. 

Consumer  representa- 
tives questioned  L^al  & 
General's  that  the 


plan  would  work  in  a mam 
market 

Neil  Walkling,  senior 
researcher  at  the  Consum- 
ers Association  magagiTia 


Which?,  said:  “This  wfU  ap- 
peal to  a very  specialist 
market  probably  self-em- 
ployed people  who  are  al- 
ready used  to  daallwg  with 
their  own  finances.” 
Representatives  of  inde- 
pendent financial  advisers, 
kowever,  welcomed  the  de- 
velopment. Nick  Baxter, 
spokesman  for  the  IFA 
Portfolio  trade  assoetatioii, 
said:  “Hie  morfoage  of  the 
future  will  be  just  a 
bank  account  will 

be  paid  into  mortgages  and 
people  will  Withdraw 
money  for  bills.” 


Legal  & General  also  wel- 
comed the  Government’s 
review  of  pensions  provi- 
sion. It  said  that  it  would 
settle  all  hi^  priority  niis- 
selling  cases,  understood  to 
number  13,000,  by  the  end 
of  the  month.  The  rest  of 
the  83,000  cases  under 
review  would  be  settled  be- 
fore. the  December  1998 
deadline. 

Legal  & General  reported 
operating  profit  before  tax 
was  £155.1  million,  of 
which  £184.3  million  came 
Erom  life  and  pensi<ms  busi- 
ness. The  results  were  I6.5 
per  cent  np  on  the  same 
period  last  year.  Customers 
placed  a record  £3.7  billion 
with  the  firm  in  the  six 
months  to  June. 


BTR  hoists  £3bn 
For  Sale  sign 
and  refocuses 


Ian  King 


BTR,  one  of  the  most  ac- 
quisitive industrial  con- 
glomerates of  the  1980s, 
yesterday  hoisted  the  “for 
sale"  si^  over  almost  half  of 
its  operations,  signalling  the 
start  of  a sell-off  lilmly  to 
raise  at  least  £3  billion. 

The  sale  is  part  of  BTR 
chief  executive  1^  Strachan’s 
drive  to  Shake  oS,  once  and 
for  all,  the  company’s  unfosh- 
ionable  tag  as  a conglomerate, 
and  to  refocus  it  as  an  engi* 
neering  company,  con<sntrat- 
ing  on  a handfol  of  quality 
businesses  with  bigb  returns 
and  strong  growth  prospects. 

He  said  that  most  pivxseds 
from  disposals  — which  are 
opected  to  be  completed  by 
the  end  of  next  year  — would 
be  pumped  back  Into  the  oper- 
ations BTR  Intends  to  keep. 

However,  Mr  Strachan  said 
that  BTR  shareholders,  in- 
duding  around  150,000  small 
investors,  would  enjoy  part  of 
the  spoils,  but  did  not  say 
whether  *hlg  would  be  In  the 
form  of  a share  buy-back  or 
qteclal  dividend. 

News  of  the  disposals  was 
welcomed  in  the  City,  where 
BTR 'shares  jumped  l6V^p  to 
235!^p.  with  OVW  65  milllnn 
changing  hands. 

Announcing  the  disposals 
Mr  Strachan  — who  has  sold 
some  £2  billion  worth  of 
businesses  since  taking  over 
in  January  last  year  — said 
BTR  were  already  in  "prelim, 
inary  discussions"  with  a 


number  of  Interested  parties, 
but  said  nothing  couck^  was 
yet  tn place. 

He  also  indicated  that  some 
of  tbe  businesses  could  be  de- 
merged if  this  could  be 
proved  to  be  more  economic 
than  trade  sales. 

The  businesses  up  for  sale 
are  BTR’s  paf!icgging  and  ma- 
terials division,  vrtiich  mario 
operating  profits  of  £124  mil- 
lion during  first  half  of 
tbe  year,  its  boihUng  prod- 
ucts division,  which  made 
£51  million,  and  polymeric 
products,  which  made 
£35  million. 

The  operations  to  be 
retained  are  automotive, 
which  provides  services  to 
the  global  motor  industry; 
control  systmns,  which  makes 
meters  and  batteries;  power 
drives,  and  specialist 
engmeeylng- 

Meanwhfie,  Mr  Strachan 
defended  the  position  of 
BTR's  finance  director.  Kath- 
leen O’Dtmovan,  whose  posi- 
tion bas  been  called  Into  ques- 
tion after  BTR’s  four  piufits 
warnings  over  the  last  three 
years.  He  said:  '1  would  like 
to  scotch  any  rumours  con- 
cerning Kathleen  O’Donovan 
— she  is  an  Important  and 
valued  member  of  my  man- 
agement team.” 

News  of  the  sales  came  as 
BTR  announ^  a slide  in 
first  half  pre-tax  pnfits  from 
^26  miUibn  to  £540  mHMm. 
Announcing  the  result  Mr 
Strachan  strei^th 

the  pound  had  wip^  £ii  mil- 
lion from  pn^. 


Notebook 


Takeover  giants 
made  to  feel  small 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 


has  not  been  a happy 
48  hours  for  those  two 
takeover  wanims  of  Qie 
Hiatditfite  years.  Sir  Owen 
Green  and  Lord  Hanson,  as 
the  global  conglomerates  titey 
created  have  been  dismantled 
in  the  name  of  focus. 

In  the  case  of  BTR  tbe  strat- 
^ bri^  pursued  by  the 
chief  executive,  Ian  Strariian, 
is  foe  transfonnatton  of  foe 
tag-tag  inharifaince  a£  compa- 
nies Into  a 'focused  engineer- 
ing group". 

Hanson  has  already  done 
its  focusing  through  a de- 
merger. Hie  result  hu  been 
that  two  of  the  baby  Hanson’s 
have  follen  out  the  FTSE 
100  while  the  other  the  En- 
ergy Group  — is  lldklng  its 
wounds  foUowing  Margaret 
Beckett's  interforence  with 
its  plans  to  he  merged  into  a 
US  utility. 

In  much  tbe  wntnp  way  as  a 
congtomMate  was  a foshidn- 
able  thing  to  be  in  foe  last  de- 
cade, so  focus  is  the  catehrall 
now.  However,  corporations 
are  hot  about  buzz- words  but 
the  quality  of  the  uodeiiying 
businesses  and  this  may  weU 
be  where  BTR  is  likely  to 
have  the  edge. 

Hie  decision  to  devdop  en- 
gineering is  encouragiog.  as 
Britain  has  generally  ne- 
glected this  part  of  the  econo 
my. 

VVbat  is  even  more  interest- 
ing is  that  Mr  Strachan  is 
twiiriTig  of  deploying  some 
the  capital  obtained  frmn  the 
divestment  programme  for 
capital  investment,  some- 
thing which  in  tbe  stock  mar- 
ket of  the  1980s  m^bt  have 
beenscoCfedat 

But,  at  a time  wb^  the 
Government  is  triki^  about 
fbe  long-tmm,  this  is  an  ap- 
proach to  business  to  be  ap- 
Xdauded.  especially  as  BTR  is 
interested  in  wrapping  itself 
in  both  technology  and  global 
leadership. 

The  equity  markets  have 
put  aside  the  reservations 
which  have  made  BHR  an  un- 
derperfbrmmr  for  much  of  this 
year,  taken  the  second  half 
recovery  promises  at  foce 
value  and  given  BTR  the  ben- 
^t  of  foe  doubt 

Mr  'Stradian  bad  better 
hope  that  the  problems 
around  tha  Pacific  Rim  do 
not  like  the  doldrums  in  Aus- 
tralia and  the  strong  pound, 
blow  ambitions  off  course. 


Asian  journey 

ONE  might  have  thouriit 
tiiat  the  schedule  of  in- 
ternational financial 
diplomacy  was  gruelling  (and 
repetitive)  eaou^x  alr^riy, 
without  adding  yet  another 
acronym  to  the  sdiedole.  Not 
a bit  of  ft.  Between  attendence 
at  the  Commonwealth  flnmace 
ministers  in  Mhnri- 

tins  and  the  G7/IMF/World 
Bank  sessions  in  Hong  Kmig, 
the  Chancellor,  Gordoo 


Brown,  will  be  popping  into 
Bangk^'for  tbe  first  Asem 
gpthoring  <if  finance  minis- 
ters. What  then  is  Asem?  It 
gtanria  {hr  the  AsUi  EuTope 
and  Is  seen  in  the  BU 
as  Europe’s  strategic  answer 
to  Apec  (the  Asia  Pacific-  Eco- 
nomic Conforence)  formed  by 
the  American’s  a few  years 
back  as  part  of  Washington’s 
efibrt  to  be  perceived  as  a Pa- 
cific powte*. 

As  ft  haivens,  this  year's 
inaugural  Asem  finance  meet- 
ing seems  foiriy  useflil:  it  is 
being  held  in  Bangkok,  which 
is  at  the  vortex  of  the  east 
Asia  crisis  and  will  provide 
an  opportunity  to  discuss  a 
couple  of  critical  issues  In- 
cluding  the  degree  of  trans- 
parency in  Asian  economies 
anil  flrianeial  regulation. 

Tbe  iflnk  of  foe  former  is 
seen  as  having  contributed  to 
east  Asia’s  tunaoU,  whereas 
the  latter  is  relevant  given 
the  regulatory  stalemate  be- 
tween London  and  Singapore 
at  the  time  of  the  Barings 
crash. 

There  must  be  questions, 
however;  as  to  whether  it  Is 
particularly  sensible  for 
Asmn  ministers,  which  in- 
clude all  of  the  EU  and  many 
of  the  Asian  nations,  to  have 
their  separate  cabal.  The 
agenda  is  the  kind  of  thing 
which  could  be  settled  over  a 
drink  in  the  fringes  of  the 
IMF/World  Bank  plenary  ses- 
sions. 

Moreover,  given  the  long 
tradition  of  bear  raiders  giv- 
ing nfflrfjiiB  a hard  time  when 
they  are  on  the  road,  It  may 
be  an  open  invitation  to 
instability. 


City  franchise 

IT  HAD  to  happen.  The  mod- 
em  mania  for  “ralnven- 
tion”  has  struck  the  Labour 
Party,  the  TUC.  and  even  foe 
monarchy  and  yesterday  ft 
had  the  last  bastum  of  tradi- 
ti<m,  foe  City  of  London,  in  its 
grip. 

Hardly  bad  tbe  British  Invi- 
sibles board  recommended 
mergm*  with  foe  Corporation 
of  Londtei’s  C^eenet  export- 
promotion  and  inward-invest- 
ment company  (a  big  push  is 
planned  to  promote  financial 
services)  than  word  leaked 
out  of  the  Guildhall  of  radical 
changes  to  the  Corporation  it- 
self 

The  Government  has  or- 
dered foe  Square  Mile  to 
reform  its  archaic  franchise 
(votes  for  residents,  sand- 
wich-bar owners  and  lawyers 
bnt  not  for  limited  compa- 
nies) and  council  members 
met  yesterday  to  approve  a 
draft  blueprint  for  change. 

Discarded  have  been  op- 
tkms  for  worker/commuter 
votes  and  for  turning  the 
franchise  over  exclusively  to 
the  6,000-odd  residents  (OK 
for  a parish  council,  not  a fi- 
nancial hub).  Instead,  limited 
nompanias  an  to  joln  individ- 
uals. sole  traders  and  partner- 
ship members  in  what  will  be 
effectively  a modernised, 
Hong'  Kong  version  of  tbe 
business  vote. 

Siieh  a widening  te'the  elec- 
torate brings  tears  to  the 
eyes:  Martin  Luther  King  and 
Nelson  Mandela  did  not 
struggle  in  vain.  Shout  this 
victory  for  democracy  from 
the  rooftops  — Morgan  Stan- 
ley and  Chredit  Suisse  have  the 
vote  at  last! 


BAe  faces  steep  increase 
in  Airbus  loan  repayments 


Simon  Beanris 
Industrial  Editor 


WARNINGS  that  British 
Aerospace  is  toeing  a 
steep  increase  In  repaymoits 
c£  government  aid  for  buBd- 
ing  Airbus  jets  knocked-  a 
hole  in  BAe’s  shares  yester- 
day despite  comii^  alcm^^ 
strong  half-year  results  and 
nevre  that  the  order  book  was 
at  an  an-tinte  high  of  neariy 
£20  billion. 

BAe  informed  the  CiW  of 
the  pick-up  in  state  aid  r^tay* 
ments  even  as-  it  aniuninced 
that  it  had  returned  to  the 
Government  to  ask  fora  fr^h 
multi-million  injection  of  tax- 
payers’ money  to  help  fund  its 
share  of  a £2.5  bOlion  pro- 
gramme to  devdop  a new  ver- 
siem  of  the  Airbus  A3tt. 

Hie  group  said  that  repay- 
ments (tf  £40  mininin  last  year, 
mostly  associated  with  the 
A320  airliner,  were  set  to  rise 
steadily  in  tile  next  tow  years 
and  would  hit  £160  mUlion  in 
1999  when  it  would  be  repay- 
ing  toms  for  the  A330/40 
aircraft. 

The  City,  caught  on  the  hop 
by  the  news,  knocked  42p  cS 
BAe  shares,  but  they  were 
still  trading  at  £15.13  last 


night,  at  which  level  they  are 
worth  neariy  double  their 
value  of  two  years  ago. 

Underlying  profits  in  the 
first  rose  fay  an  in^nres- 
sive  29  per  cent  to  £278  mil- 
lion. But  after  exceptional 
charges  — induding  an  al- 
ready announced  £330  mlUlon 
cbai^  to  cover  the  closure  of 
the  company's  Jetstream  ui 
turbc^rqi  operation  ■—  the 
company  posted  an  overall 
pre-tax  loss  of  £70  million. 

The  result  came  on  the  back 
of  a strong  upturn  in  orders 
for  the  dominant  defence 
business  where  the  order 
boede  is  up  to  £12.1  billion  out 
of  total  orders  of  £19.5  billion. 
Defence  pushed  up  profits  by 
£36  million  to  £291  million. 

BAe  said  that  It  was  press- 
ing the  Government  to  ftind  a 
thM  of  its  share  of  develop- 
ment the  new  A34&600  jet. 
a stretched  'aircraft  deslg^ 
to  compete  more  closely  with 
tbe  Boeing  747. 

Estimates  are  that  BAe 
could  toce  a development  bill 
of  up  to  £500  mlUion  which 
would  imply  launch  aid  of 
around  £IS0  mlUon.  Sepa- 
rately RoQs-Royue  is  seeking 
aid  to  frind  the  development 
of  a Trent  500  engine  for  the 
airenftL 
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